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Career Fair for Centinela Valley

Lawndale High School students ask career development questions of one of the business representatives who attended the first annual Career Fair Feb. 7 presented by the South Bay Workforce Investment 
Board and Centinela Valley Union High School District. More than 200 11th and 12th graders participated in the event. Photo Provided by SBWIB

Flight Industries Land Major Vote  
of Confidence to Stay Competitive
By Rob McCarthy

South Bay’s space and air defense 
companies are one step closer to having a 
state commission to make sure their industry 
remains competitive and stays grounded in 
California.

Assemblyman Al Muratsuchi, D-Torrance, 
introduced a measure to create a California 
Aerospace and Aviation Commission. Its 
purpose would be to advise policymakers 
about what the $100 billion flight and 
defense sector in the state’s economy needs 
from state elected officials. The commission 
would “serve as a central point of contact” 
for the flight and space mission companies 
and “support the health and competitiveness” 
of the businesses -- including those in the 
South Bay -- that form the backbone of the 
aerospace and aviation industries in California, 
according to the bill.

The Assembly voted 75-0 to create a 
commission dedicated to smoothing the way 
for the industry’s growth as the nation sets 
its sights toward missions to Mars someday. 
The 15-member commission would operate 
without taxpayer dollars and be overseen by 
the Governor’s Office. 

“The goal is to bring together the 
stakeholders and bring together policy 
recommendations so we can continue to 
grow and lead the nation and the world in 
innovation, advanced manufacturing and job 
creation,” Muratsuchi said last month as the 
bill was advancing in the Assembly. 

The advisory commission would have 15 
members, with nine being appointed by the 
governor to represent aviation and aerospace 
companies, their suppliers and labor unions. 
The other members would be selected 
for expertise in economic development, 
transportation and higher education. Members 
would serve for two years and be limited to 
three terms.

Muratsuchi said he spent a year working 
on his bill and building support among 

Sacramento lawmakers. He is chairman of 
the California Assembly’s Select Committee 
on Aerospace.

California held nearly one-tenth of the 
combined space and aircraft market in the 
world in 2016, according to the bill. The 
aerospace industry is “being challenged” by 
foreign competitors with emerging economies 
and the technology they lacked in the past. 
The commission-creation measure says the 
state must prepare in case of military base 
closures by the Department of Defense and 
shifts in funding priorities by NASA. 

Florida has enticed at least one California 
aerospace company to relocate, and industry 
leaders say that Space Florida has the money 
and clout with lawmakers that is lacking 
here. Sean Casey, managing director of the 
Silicon Valley Space Center, told an industry 
publication that other states take a more 
aggressive approach to convincing companies 
to leave California. 

The Assembly’s full-throated endorsement 
of a California Aerospace and Aviation 
Commission delivered a message that it’s 
taking the challenge by Space Florida 
very seriously. Judy Kruger, who oversees 
aerospace sector activities at the Los 
Angeles Economic Development Corporation 
(LAEDC) had high praise and hopes that 
the commission will become a reality soon. 

The Assembly vote was a small step for 
the South Bay players in aerospace, which 
according to the bill is among California’s 
largest industries and employers. It generates 
$140 billion per year within the state, making 
it a global leader, according to figures provided 
to the Legislature.

The state Senate still must vote on the 
measure, and the governor needs to sign 
the bill. The momentum so far in the lower 
chamber in Sacramento is one small step for 
California, and one giant leap for a South 
Bay industry that designs, builds and supports 
air and space travel.

“The state hears and sees what’s happening 
in the industry and wants to protect it and 
grow it,” Kruger said, adding “it also sends 
a message outside the state of California.” 

Texas, Georgia and Michigan are moving 
forward to create commissions, which the 
LAEDC says are completely dedicated to 
growing their states’ aerospace industries. 
The work envisioned for the California body 
will be to market the state’s tax and business 
climate at industry events where other states 
will have a presence. 

The LAEDC has backed the bill to create a 
California commission to protect against states 
looking to “poach our aerospace assets,” it 
says. The bill got another huge lift right after 
the Assembly voted: SpaceX in Hawthorne 
successfully launched its powerful Falcon 
Heavy into space. The company calls its 
Falcon Heavy the most powerful rocket in 
service today, able to carry a fully loaded 
and fueled 737 jetliner weighing 141,000 
pounds into orbit. 

The Legislature lately has shown a 
willingness to help defense contractors to be 
competitive in bidding for federal contracts. 
Lawmakers in 2014 supported an enhanced 
tax credit and tax exemption for Lockheed 
Martin and Northrop Grumman, both of whom 
were competing for federal Department of 
Defense contracts. 

In 2016, the Legislature again approved a 
tax measure favorable to defense and aerospace 
manufacturers. Lawmakers extended a sales 
and use tax exemption on manufacturing 
equipment.

 Aerospace is prized by state and local 
lawmakers because average salaries top 
$100,000 and contractors and their suppliers 
create manufacturing jobs -- some of which 
require a high school diploma. The demand 
for workers with technical skills is expected 
to grow in the Los Angeles metro area, 
according to a recent LAEDC report about 
the future of work in the region.  •
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Be kind. 

Save a life. 

Support 

animal rescue.

Congratulations to Mamacita and her new family!

Happy Tails
Sushi

Mamacita was our rescue that arrived at an 
LA county shelter very pregnant and delivered 
her four pups later that evening. Sadly, only two 
pups – Rocky and his sister Adrian –survived…
but happily, they have found their forever homes. 
Once Mamacita was no longer nursing, we were 
able to have our veterinarian repair a hernia, 
remove a mammary tumor and make certain 
that she was in post-pregnancy tip-top shape. 
Once she was healed it was time to find her a 
great home and boy, did we ever! A longtime 

MSFR friend, three-time adopter, volunteer 
and foster mom decided she couldn’t part with 
Mamacita after having her for several weeks. 
So Mamacita, now named Mama Mia (Mia 
for short), is living in South Redondo, just a 
couple of blocks from the Petco location where 
we hold our adoption fairs. Besides her new 
mom, Mia also has two senior feline siblings 
to keep her busy and we are over the moon 
with this adoption. Wishing them many years 
of happiness and lots of love! •

Precious Pooches

be the best place for me. Once you see my 
precious face, expressive eyes, natural ears 
and natural tail, I know you won’t be able 
to leave me behind.”

If you’re interested in Simone, please email 
info@msfr.org for more information.

“How would you like to be abandoned by 
your family after loving them and being a 
loyal companion for 10 years? Well, I certainly 
was devastated when it happened to me. My 
name is Sushi and I was rescued from an 
Inland Empire shelter after my family told 

We are looking for volunteers to help with 
our pet adoption fairs which are held every 
Saturday at the Petco located at 537 N. 
Pacific Coast Hwy., Redondo Beach 90277, 
from noon to 3: 30 p.m. If you are interested 
in volunteering and can commit to at least 
one Saturday a month, please contact us at 
info@msfr.org. You can also visit all of our 
Miniature Schnauzers & Friends rescues at 
the adoption fair or check out our website, 
www.msfr.org. If you have any questions 
about a particular dog’s availability, you can 
email us at  info@msfr.org. Schnauzers! Bet 
you can’t adopt just one.

“Hi I’m Simone! I learned that if you go 
out exploring and you get lost, animal control 
will find you, transport you to an LA county 
shelter and they’ll call you a stray. That’s 
exactly what happened to this 9-month old, 
female purebred Miniature Schnauzer and 
now I have to find a new home. I thought I 
had a potential adopter, but the people must 
have changed their minds because no one 
ever showed up. At first I was feeling a little 
rejected but ta da…the wonderful MSFR folks 
rescued me and are taking care of me until 
I can find my forever home. I’m a sweet, 
petite gal, weighing in at just 9 pounds, but 
should weigh about 12 pounds when I’m 
full-grown. I’m very playful and enjoy the 
company of other dogs immensely. I do have a 
bit of separation anxiety and have a tendency 
to express my anxiety vocally. While I am 
working on controlling this, I have a ways to 
go -- so apartment or condo living wouldn’t 

Simone Rupert
the shelter they were moving and couldn’t 
take me with them, so they just dumped me. 
The shelter folks felt so badly for me that 
they gave me a dental, a blood work-up and 
then contacted MSFR to ask them if they 
could rescue me because they were doubtful 
they could find a home for me. A trip to the 
MSFR veterinarian, who took x-rays, quickly 
revealed that I have an enlarged heart and a 
grade 4 heart murmur. I have an appointment 
with a cardiologist to have a test and see if 
medications would be beneficial to me. I’m 

also planning on dropping a couple of pounds 
because at my current weight of 24 pounds, 
I’m a tad overweight. Luckily, I still get along 
and love to play with other dogs and I have 
a great temperament. You’d be hard-pressed 
to find a sweeter and more affectionate dog 
anywhere. Add my stunning good looks with 
my black and silver coat and I would be the 
perfect dog for you.”

If you’re interested in Sushi, please email 
info@msfr.org for more information.

“They call me Rupert and I’m a 4-pound 
Chihuahua/Rat Terrier mix. I don’t remember 
my birthdate, but folks tell me I’m 3-5 years 
old. I’m not sure what happened, but I was 
found wandering the streets without any 
identification (no tags, no collar, no microchip), 
still intact (not neutered) and very thin. I could 
have been kicked very hard or sustained some 
type of injury because my right leg is still 
sensitive. That said, I’m still a very friendly 
little guy who gets along fine with dogs and 
cats! Even with my sensitive leg, I’m very 
energetic and need two to three walks a day 
to expend that energy and keep me out of 
trouble. In addition to working on gaining 
a few pounds, I’m in training to learn basic 
commands like sit and stay, and how to walk 
properly -- like a gentleman -- on a leash. 
After all of my training, I love sitting on a 
loved one’s lap, being held and just relaxing. 
I’m mostly housetrained and would love to 
be your best friend and companion.”

If you are interested in Rupert, please 
e-mail amano@whiskerstails.org.•


