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Community e Commitment e Caring

- Call Ophelia for a Free Market Evaluation of your property.
« | have pre-approved buyers in need of homes.
- Just call Ophelia for personal assistance.

Serving the South Bay for all your Real Estate needs

@& Ophelia Grenke
Office: (310) 322-2396
Cell: (310) 415-6483

opheliagrenke@gmail.com

THE
REAL ESTATE

GROUP DRE # 01490289

El Segundo Real Estate is SELLING!!
All-Time Low Interest Rates. Buyers are Looking...

—~ To all the families in El Segundo
—Enjoy a Happy Thanksgiving with family and friends.

Rare Opportunity For a 10+ Location ~ HUGE LOT...
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Habitat Program Restores
Low-Income Homes
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Jesse Alvarez (front), Stephanie Cervantes (center) and Miranda Di Stefano, employees of South Bay-based Architectural Mailboxes,
were part of a volunteer crew that provided recent repairs --- as well as a complementary mailbox - cost-free o a home in LA.'s
Jefferson Park neighborhood. The effort was part of A Brush With Kindness, a new low-income home improvement program through

IN
ESCROW

1217 E. Sycamore Avenue

¥ Wonderful 3 Bedroom, Three Bath Family Charmer

¥ Approx. 2000 Sq. Ft.

¥ Remodeled Dream Kitchen, Cathedral Ceilings, Center Isle, Built-In Appliances
¥ Open, Sunny Family Room, Fireplace, Slate Floors, French Doors, Sky-Lights

¥ Master Suite, Walk-In Closet, Bamboo Floors, Private Deck Offer'ed at:
¥ Large Living Rm., Hdwd. Floors, Fireplace
¥ New Windows (soundproofed) $1,040,000

¥ Over-sized 3-Car Garage, Private Yard (room for pool), RV Parking
¥ 58 x 164 Lot Size

Y LYNN O'NEIL ¥

(310) 261-0798 (310) 640-6017

FOR A FREE MARKET APPRAISAL OF YOUR PROPERTY CALL LYNNIII ONE DAY SERVICE. NO OBLIGATION
#1 SHOREWOOD EL SEGUNDO TOP PRODUCER SINCE 1985

¥ DRE # 00880080

ASSOCIATE BROKER
¥ 22 YEARS

¥ E-mail: LynnO@Shorewood.com ¥ www.LynnOneil.com

SHOREWOOD REALTORS

the nonprofit Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles. Photo courtesy of Architectural Mailboxes

By Erik Derr

Chris Farentinos learned from nearly
10 years working for Mattel, Inc. that life
isn’t always fun and games. It’s also about
reaching out to those in need. Farentinos, an
engineering manager for the company, often
joined fellow employees in volunteering with
the local chapter of Habitat for Humanity,
the international nonprofit that builds and
provides houses and other living essentials to
families in need. The profile of the organiza-
tion rose dramatically in the mid-1980s after
former President Jimmy Carter and his wife
Rosalynn got involved. Farentinos says his
entire department at times would report to a
Habitat building site, pick up hammers and
nails or whatever other tools were needed
and devote their energy toward making home
ownership a reality for someone else.

Recent data collected by the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority suggests there are
upwards of 43,000 homeless in Los Angeles
County. Of those, it’s believed 33 percent
have some kind of shelter while 67 percent
have none. Further statistics from the Habitat
organization shows an estimated 95 million
Americans --- one of every three families
--- face some form of housing hardship, such
as lack of sufficient income, overcrowding
or poor quality shelter.

BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION
1300 E. Walnut - El Segundo

4 bedrooms « 3 2 baths

$1,750,000

Since its founding in the late 1960s, Habitat
has built more than 300,000 houses, sheltering
more than 1.5 million people in more than
3,000 communities worldwide. In the Greater
Los Angeles area, the group attracts over an
average of about 400 volunteers per month.
Habitat has spearheaded several house build-
ing projects in the South Bay over the years.

“It’s all about refocusing yourself on big-
ger things in life, on meeting new people, on
making the needs of others a priority,” said
Farentinos. “Then, you carry those experiences
back with you.” Farentinos held on to that
spirit of community service when he left Mat-
tel to start a business with his wife, Vanessa
Troyer, in 2000. So about three years later,
after Architectural Mailboxes, the couple’s
custom-designed mailbox operation, got off
the ground --- or, started delivering, as it
were, Farentinos was back lending his hands
to another Habitat project. And his wife and
all their employees joined him. “It seems to
me, it’s pretty rare for a small company to
do this,” said Troyer, who employs a staff of
about seven. “Mattel had it set up the same
way...only they didn’t close down the entire
company like we do; just a department.”

About two years ago, Habitat organizers

See Habitat, page 13
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