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Eloise Mendez • Ursula Mix
     DRE # 01378851                      DRE # 01426562

“Building Dreams”

310-322-9761

When Integrity Really Matters

• Large ocean view lot in exclusive Portuguese Bend...$850,000
• Large R3 lot 2068 Wallace St in Costa Mesa…$350,000
• Two lots for sale at 3589 and 3591 Richardson in Los Angeles...
  Asking $80,000
• Lot located at 637 Quail Dr in Los Angeles...
  Asking price...$54,000

CCR Properties, Inc. 315 Richmond St., El Segundo 

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 

WITH ELOISE AND 
URSULA

          310.641.3383
WWW.TEAMCROCKETT.COM

TEAM CROCKETT AT C C R PROPERTIES INC.

310.641.3383
WWW.CCRPROPERTIESINC.COM

Westside

Southbay

Valley

Orange County

Corona

Palm Springs

Live on the hill in           
Playa del Rey • 7525 Earldom

 Architectural home on a private double lot. 
 Two spacious master suites with walk-in closets.   
 Cathedral ceilings with great light throughout.
 Backyard includes a swimming pool, hot tub,  
 waterfall pond, Play area, and upper patio area.
 Call Patty or Cristina at Team Crockett 
 310.641.3383 ext.1 or ext. 2

Westchester Home •
Custom West           

 Collector’s Paradise
 Gourmet Kitchen opens to cozy family room 
 with classic bar.  Magnifi cent Master suites 
 with oversized walk in closets. Four car 
 garage and much much more. 
 OPEN SUNDAY 1:30 pm  – 4:30 pm

 Call Sheila 310.338.1311 

Gas Light Area townhouse           
Manhattan Beach • 433 Marine Ave Unit B

 Three bedroom 3.5 bathroom townhouse. 
 Over 1800 Square feet. Hardwood fl oors, 
 recessed lighting, bright kitchen with newer  
 appliances. Four blocks to beach. Two car 
 attached garage with guest parking.

 Call Eloise Mendez 310.940.5537
or Ursula Mix 310.872.8601

OPEN SUNDAY

433 #B MARINE AVE
MANHATTAN BEACH

Prestigious Gas Light Area
3 bedroom, 3.5 bath Town home

4 blocks from beach.
$1,150,000 

New “Habitat” Repair 
Program Restores Luster to 
Low-Income Homes

By Erik Derr
Chris Farentinos learned from nearly 

10 years working for Mattel, Inc. that life 
isn’t always fun and games. It’s also about 
reaching out to those in need. Farentinos, an 
engineering manager for the company, often 
joined fellow employees in volunteering with 
the local chapter of Habitat for Humanity, 
the international nonprofit that builds and 
provides houses and other living essentials to 
families in need. The profile of the organiza-
tion rose dramatically in the mid-1980s after 
former President Jimmy Carter and his wife 
Rosalynn got involved. Farentinos says his 
entire department at times would report to a 
Habitat building site, pick up hammers and 
nails or whatever other tools were needed 
and devote their energy toward making home 
ownership a reality for someone else.

Recent data collected by the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority suggests there are 
upwards of 43,000 homeless in Los Angeles 
County. Of those, it’s believed 33 percent 
have some kind of shelter while 67 percent 
have none. Further statistics from the Habitat 
organization shows an estimated 95 million 
Americans --- one of every three families 
--- face some form of housing hardship, such 
as lack of sufficient income, overcrowding 
or poor quality shelter.

Since its founding in the late 1960s, Habitat 
has built more than 300,000 houses, sheltering 
more than 1.5 million people in more than 
3,000 communities worldwide. In the Greater 
Los Angeles area, the group attracts over an 
average of about 400 volunteers per month. 
Habitat has spearheaded several house build-
ing projects in the South Bay over the years.

“It’s all about refocusing yourself on big-

ger things in life, on meeting new people, on 
making the needs of others a priority,” said 
Farentinos. “Then, you carry those experiences 
back with you.” Farentinos held on to that 
spirit of community service when he left Mat-
tel to start a business with his wife, Vanessa 
Troyer, in 2000. So about three years later, 
after Architectural Mailboxes, the couple’s 
custom-designed mailbox operation, got off 
the ground --- or, started delivering, as it 
were, Farentinos was back lending his hands 
to another Habitat project. And his wife and 
all their employees joined him. “It seems to 
me, it’s pretty rare for a small company to 
do this,” said Troyer, who employs a staff of 
about seven. “Mattel had it set up the same 
way…only they didn’t close down the entire 
company like we do; just a department.”

About two years ago, Habitat organizers 
asked the Architectural Mailboxes team to shift 
their attention to a new initiative, A Brush 
With Kindness, which offers low-income ho-
meowners free exterior home improvements, 
including exterior painting, landscaping and 
making minor repairs. The program “helps 
restore neighborhoods,” explained outreach 
coordinator Alison Mullin. “A Brush With 
Kindness is a way to make a big difference 
with small acts of kindness…revitalizing and 
unifying communities.”

Denise Hill, a divorced grandmother 
who works part-time as an office clerk for 
L.A. Unified School District, struggled for 
years to maintain her three-bedroom house 
in South Los Angeles, where she has lived 
over 23 years. The needed repairs were cost-
prohibitive. In addition, Hill suffers seizures, 

Jesse Alvarez (front), Stephanie Cervantes (center) and Miranda Di Stefano, employees of South Bay-based Architectural Mailboxes, 
were part of a volunteer crew that provided recent repairs --- as well as a complementary mailbox --- cost-free to a home in L.A.’s 
Jefferson Park neighborhood. The effort was part of A Brush With Kindness, a new low-income home improvement program 
through the nonprofit Habitat for Humanity of Greater Los Angeles. Photo courtesy of Architectural Mailboxes 

See Habitat, page 18


