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asked the Architectural Mailboxes team to shift
their attention to a new initiative, A Brush
With Kindness, which offers low-income ho-
meowners free exterior home improvements,
including exterior painting, landscaping and
making minor repairs. The program “helps
restore neighborhoods,” explained outreach
coordinator Alison Mullin. “A Brush With
Kindness is a way to make a big difference
with small acts of kindness. . .revitalizing and
unifying communities.”

Denise Hill, a divorced grandmother
who works part-time as an office clerk for
L.A. Unified School District, struggled for
years to maintain her three-bedroom house
in South Los Angeles, where she has lived
over 23 years. The needed repairs were cost-
prohibitive. In addition, Hill suffers seizures,
which further limits the work she can do.
Local help agencies “have lots of programs
for senior citizens,” she lamented, “but not
for people in-between like me.“ As a result,
Hill said her house looked “crummy.”

Enter the Habitat volunteers, who were
repairing a neighbor’s house but ran to her
aid when they saw Hill lapse into a seizure.
“They called the paramedics; they stayed
with me,” said Hill. “Those members went
the whole nine yards.”

After learning more about Hill’s predica-
ment, some of the volunteers encouraged
her to apply to the repair program. Shortly
thereafter, about 20 A Brush With Kindness
volunteers showed up on her doorstep and
asked where to begin. “I just love them,”
Hill said of the volunteers. “They became
family. We laughed, we ate together. They
were so sweet...and they did more than I
ever thought they would. I feel so surprised
and blessed.”

Mullin says Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Los Angeles is looking for additional
volunteers from anywhere in the South Bay
to work with A Brush With Kindness, par-
ticularly through the holiday months. “For
homeowners who may be struggling, the
upkeep of their homes usually falls to the

wayside,” said Mullin, and “the holidays add
additional financial pressure.”

A Brush With Kindness will give families
looking for a meaningful way to spend some
of the festive season together or companies,
like Architectural Mailboxes, that want to
“give back” to their community, a unique
chance to “meet and connect” with neigh-
bors and other volunteers, work alongside
homeowners themselves, “get their hands
dirty and pick up a few tricks of the trade
along the way,” she said.

Troyer, whose mother taught her the
importance of helping others, believes vol-
unteering with Habitat for Humanity has
helped her employees “see the rewards,”
in helping those in need. That’s especially
true for those on her staff “not necessarily
raised to put others first,” she said. When she
considers how fortunate she and those around
her are “in this economy, to be employed,
to be in business,” Troyer said she can’t
help wanting to give a boost to others. Her
Compton-based company, she emphasized,
“supports that type of behavior.”

Farentinos, in turn, credits Troyer for his
altruistic focus. “IT have no shortage of ideas,”
he said, but it was his wife’s ability to lead
and organize his dreams into definite plans
of action that gave him the impetus to follow
a more service-based life.

“Once you do make an effort to help
others, it all has to do with the wonderful
feeling you get as you’re doing it,” he said.
Added Troyer: “You’d have to be with a
sub-zero heart, not to feel the gratitude that
comes back to you.”

As for Hill, the grandmother from South
L.A., “now, every time I pass by my home,
and pass by it again and I grin from ear to
ear because it’s mine,” she said. “My house
is gorgeous!”

To volunteer with A Brush With Kindness or
recommend a homeowner who needs repairs,
visit the Habitat for Humanity’s Greater Los
Angeles website at http://www.habitatla.org/
abwk.asp or call (310) 323-4663. ¢
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Call Ken Today, for a FREE Appraisal Today
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When Integrity Really Matters

433 #B MARINE AVE
MANHATTAN BEACH
Prestigious Gas Light Area
3 bedroom, 3.5 bath Town home
4 blocks from beach.

$1,150,000

- Large ocean view lot in exclusive Portuguese Bend...$850,000

e Large R3 lot 2068 Wallace St in Costa Mesa...$350,000

- Two lots for sale at 3589 and 3591 Richardson in Los Angeles...
Asking $80,000

e Lot located at 637 Quail Dr in Los Angeles...

Asking price...$54,000

Eloise Mendez * Ursula Mix

DRE # 01378851 DRE # 01426562
“Building Dreams”

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
WITH ELOISE AND
URSULA

nnnnn 310-322-9761

CCR Properties, Inc. 315 Richmond St., El Segundo

EL SEGUNDO IS SELLING WELL!!

¢ $1,175,000...1517 E. Elm Ave, E.S...5 bed, 4 bath, over 3,800 square feet, formal
dining room, large family room off gourmet kitchen, large grassy backyard on one of
the most desirable streets on the Eastside of El Segundo!!! Must see to appreciate...
Shown by appt. only!!! Call Jim Marak 1.310.322.1900.

VIRTUAL TOUR at WWW.JIMMARAK.COM

¢ 2007 New (Spanish Style) Home, (5) bed, (4) bath, cherry wood kitchen, travertine
floors, granite, oak, forced air heating and A/C...must see...429 Bungalow...$939,000
(see virtual tour)

* E.S. CONDO, 2 BED, 2 BATH...$449,000, 922, IAIN STREET CONDO!!!

* 2 BED, 1 BATH BEACH COTTAGF _ E. PINE...$449,000

* (2) HOUSES ON ONE (P YARD STREET...$799,000

* GRAND TROPF_ D, (2.5) BATH, PRIVATE TWO CAR GARAGE

* 413 W. ACAC \TH. ASKING $769,000.

* 740 CENTER ~-: = KITCHEN. ASKING $659,000...

* 950 MAIN CO\ -, 415 LOMITA (3+3) HOUSE, W. PALM DUPLEX, 3BD/2BTH HOME
~.--31,100,000

* 3 BED, 2 BATH "_.E...$810,000

Virtual Tours at www.jimmarak.com

VOTED BEST REALTOR In El Segundo by the
readers of the El Segundo Herald - “El Segundo Home Owner”

JIM MARAK

Direct Line: 310-322-1900

! e-mail & website: www.jimmarak.com
Serving El Segundo Buyers and Sellers for the past 24 years!!!

Certified
Senior Citizen
Specialist

DRE #00915352

947 CEDAR, EL SEGUNDO
GREAT INCOME PROPERTY!

Large duplex. 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath owners unit

+ 2 bedroom 1 1/2 bath unit. 2 enclosed, full 2 car garages. Patios.
Washer / Dryer hook ups. New carpet, new paint, new appliances!

FOR SALE

e Large Lot & Great 2 bed, 1.5 bath + Bonus
Room + workshop, 2 car garage. Westside.

« COMING SOON! Great Location 2 bed, 1 bath
2 car garage. Clean. Large yard. Eastside.

- Commercial 7,000 sq.ft. space plus separate
lot for parking. Great corner location.

“Nobody Knows The Town Better”
El Segundo Family Since 1924

MAIN

RENTALS

1213 EAST SYCAMORE, EL SEGUNDO

Huge! Oversized lot - over

oo
o 19,000 square feet!
Outstanding eastside El
= Segundo location. Can be

L % y divided into two lots. 3 bed, 2
g - bath existing home. Live now -
>

- ESCROW build later. Asking $1,479,000

microwave. $1,450/mo.

carpet and paint.

Now asking $1,775/mo. HD TV included!

» 2 bedroom 1 bath corner unit. New carpet, paint,

- Downtown El Segundo office space. A + location.
Parking included. Air conditioning and wet bar. new

« Fully renovated 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo for rent.
- Large 2 bedroom 2 bath apartment. Dishwasher, pool on

site! new carpet, new paint, new shower, new windows.
« COMING SOON! Large 1 bedroom Dishwasher. Parking.

STREET
REALTY

KIRK BROWN JR KIRK BROWN
310-322-0066 310-322-2726

*Property Management Available*

KIRK BROWN KIRK BROWN, JR.

361 MAIN STREET, EL SEGUNDO

310-322-2726 or 310-322-0066




