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Smarter  from page 10
They can be designed to restrict energy 
output through controls and sensors. They 
also can feature such long-lasting, energy-
saving lamps as light-emitting diodes (LEDs) 
or compact fluorescent (CFL) bulbs. All of 
these technologies provide quality light, cut 
energy usage and save homeowners money.

In the kitchen, appliances are amazingly 
more efficient. Some stoves, for example, can 
communicate remotely with homeowners via 
email or cell phone text messages, providing 
alerts if they have been left on. Users can 
then remotely turn off the appliance using 
an Internet interface.

Even such simple things as purchased in-
home water coolers (as opposed to expensive 
rental systems) and on-faucet filtration systems 
have made getting a drink of water smarter 
by replacing less environmentally friendly – 
not to mention, pricey – individual plastic 
bottles. This cuts down on petroleum usage 
and energy-draining plastic manufacturing and 

delivers purified water to homeowners with 
less waste and price, including the delivery 
costs of cooler rental programs.

While Americans are searching for bargains 
for projects that make their homes look and 
perform better, they most definitely don’t want 
to sacrifice quality -- and -- they don’t have 
to. Modern home improvement products work 
smarter … and better … delivering multiple 
benefits through improved technology without 
draining a homeowner’s closely monitored 
bank account.

While 2009 might not be the year to build 
that addition, gut your kitchen or modern-
ize your old bathroom, it’s the perfect year 
to start thinking about how you can make 
your home work for you and save money 
in the process.

For more information about Refresh paint, 
please visit www.dutchboy.com/refresh, or 
call (800) 828-5669.
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