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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

20091087109
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as DTS HOLDINGS, LLC, 2301 
ROSECRANS AVE, SUITE 4194, EL SE-
GUNDO, CA 90245. This business is being 
conducted by a Limited Liability Company. 
The registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name 
listed May 2009. Signed: Kyle Ransford/
DTS Partners, LLC, Member. This state-
ment was filed with the County Recorder 
of Los Angeles County on July 17, 2009.
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on July 17, 2014. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement must be filed 
prior to July 17, 2014. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or Common Law 
(See Section 14400 ET SEQ., Business 
and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald: July 30, 2009 and 
August 6, 13, 20, 2009. H-318

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE TS No. 
09-0053642 Title Order No. 09-8-166657 
Investor/Insurer No. 1706212327 APN No. 
4131-022-054 YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 
01/25/2008. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT 
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER.” Notice is hereby given that 
RECONTRUST COMPANY, N.A., as 
duly appointed trustee pursuant to the 
Deed of Trust executed by RICHARD D 
HALVORSON, AN UNMARRIED MAN, 
dated 01/25/2008 and recorded 02/01/08, 
as Instrument No. 20080195176, in Book 
-, Page -), of Official Records in the office 
of the County Recorder of Los Angeles 
County, State of California, will sell on 
08/27/2009 at 10:30AM, At the West side 
of the Los Angeles County Courthouse, 
directly facing Norwalk Blvd., 12720 
Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650 at 
public auction, to the highest bidder 
for cash or check as described below, 
payable in full at time of sale, all right, 
title, and interest conveyed to and now 
held by it under said Deed of Trust, in 
the property situated in said County and 
State and as more fully described in the 
above referenced Deed of Trust. The street 
address and other common designation, if 
any, of the real property described above 
is purported to be: 770 W IMPERIAL AVE 
UNIT 27, EL SEGUNDO, CA, 902452054. 
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the street 
address and other common designation, 
if any, shown herein. The total amount of 
the unpaid balance with interest thereon of 
the obligation secured by the property to 
be sold plus reasonable estimated costs, 
expenses and advances at the time of the 
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is 
$302,715.97. It is possible that at the time 
of sale the opening bid may be less than 
the total indebtedness due. In addition to 
cash, the Trustee will accept cashier’s 
checks drawn on a state or national 
bank, a check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a check drawn by a state 
or federal savings and loan association, 
savings association, or savings bank 
specified in Section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do business in 
this state. Said sale will be made, in an 
‘’AS IS’’ condition, but without covenant 
or warranty, express or implied, regarding 
title, possession or encumbrances, to 
satisfy the indebtedness secured by said 
Deed of Trust, advances thereunder, 
with interest as provided, and the unpaid 
principal of the Note secured by said Deed 
of Trust with interest thereon as provided 
in said Note, plus fees, charges and 
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts 
created by said Deed of Trust. If required 
by the provisions of section 2923.5 of the 
California Civil Code, the declaration from 
the mortgagee, beneficiary or authorized 
agent is attached to the duly recorded with 
the appropriate County Recorder’s Office. 
DATED: 08/05/2009 RECONTRUST 
COMPANY, N.A. 1800 Tapo Canyon Rd., 
CA6-914-01-94 SIMI VALLEY, CA 93063 
Phone: (800) 281 8219, Sale Information 
(626) 927-4399 By: - Trustee’s Sale Officer 
RECONTRUST COMPANY, N.A. is a debt 
collector attempting to collect a debt. Any 
information obtained will be used for that 
purpose. ASAP# 3202360 08/06/2009, 
08/13/2009, 08/20/2009

ES HERALD: 8/6, 8/13, 8/20/09
           H-20969

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE T.S No. 
1147647-15 APN: 4031-007-024 TRA: 004564 
LOAN NO: Xxxxxx4519 REF: Gonzalez, 
Norberto IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROP-
ERTY OWNER: YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED April 
21, 2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On August 
26, 2009, at 10:00am, Cal-Western Reconveyance 
Corporation, as duly appointed trustee under 
and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded May 
01, 2006, as Inst. No. 06 0948357 in book XX, 
page XX of Official Records in the office of the 
County Recorder of Los Angeles County, State 
of California, executed by Norberto Gonzalez, 
A Single Man, will sell at public auction to 
highest bidder for cash, cashier’s check drawn 
on a state or national bank, a check drawn 
by a state or federal credit union, or a check 
drawn by a state or federal savings and loan 
association, savings association, or savings 
bank At the west side of the los angeles county 
courthouse, Southeast District, 12720 Norwalk 
Blvd., Norwalk, California, all right, title and 
interest conveyed to and now held by it under 
said Deed of Trust in the property situated in 
said County and State described as: Completely 
described in said deed of trust The street ad-
dress and other common designation, if any, of 
the real property described above is purported 
to be: 3412 West 109th Street Inglewood  CA  
90303 The undersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the street address 
and other common designation, if any, shown 
herein. Said sale will be held, but without cov-
enant or warranty, express or implied, regarding 
title, possession, condition or encumbrances, 
including fees, charges and expenses of the 
Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed 
of Trust, to pay the remaining principal sums 
of the note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust. 
The total amount of the unpaid balance of the 
obligation secured by the property to be sold 
and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and 
advances at the time of the initial publication of 
the Notice of Sale is: $466,812.54. If the Trustee 
is unable to convey title for any reason, the 
successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy 
shall be the return of monies paid to the Trustee, 
and the successful bidder shall have no further 
recourse. The beneficiary under said Deed of 
Trust heretofore executed and delivered to the 
undersigned a written declaration of Default 
and Demand for Sale, and a written Notice of 
Default and Election to Sell. The undersigned 
caused said Notice of Default and Election to 
Sell to be recorded in the county where the real 
property is located. Regarding the property 
that is the subject of this notice of sale, the 
“mortgage loan servicer” as defined in civil 
code § 2923.53(k)(3), declares that it has 
obtained from the commissioner a final or 
temporary order of exemption pursuant to civil 
code section 2923.53 and that the exemption 
is current and valid on the date this notice of 
sale is recorded.  the time frame for giving 
a notice of sale specified in civil code section 
2923.52 subdivision (a) does not apply to this 
notice of sale pursuant to civil code sections 
2923.52. California Declaration I, John 
Kennerty, of America’s Servicing Company 
(“Mortgage Loan Servicer”), declare under 
penalty of perjury, under the laws of the 
State of California, that the following is true 
and correct: The Mortgage Loan Services 
has obtained from the Commissioner of 
Corporation a final or temporary order of 
exemption pursuant to California Civil code 
Section 2923.53 that is current and valid on the 
date the accompanying Notice of Sale is filed. 
AND/OR The timeframe for giving Notice of 
Sale specified in subdivision (a) of Civil Code 
Section 2923.52 does not apply pursuant to 
Section 2923.52 or 2923.55. Date and Place: 
7/03/09 Fort Mill, South Carolina Name of 
Signor: John Kennerty Title and/or Position 
VP Communication.   For sales information: 
Mon-Fri 9:00am to 4:00pm (619) 590-1221. 
Cal-Western Reconveyance Corporation, 525 
East Main Street, P.O. Box 22004, El Cajon, CA 
92022-9004 Dated: July 27, 2009. (R-248331 
08/06/09, 08/13/09, 08/20/09)

ES HERALD: 8/6, 8/13, 8/20/09
           H-20970

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

20091082363
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as 1. MARINA DEL REY SAILING 
CLUB. 880 APOLLO ST., SUITE 302, EL 
SEGUNDO, CA 90245. 2. SOUTH BAY 
SAILING CLUB. PO BOX 2395, EL SE-
GUNDO, CA 90245-1495. This business 
is being conducted by an Individual. The 
registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name listed N/A. 
Signed: Robert Singer, Owner. This state-
ment was filed with the County Recorder 
of Los Angeles County on July 17, 2009.
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on July 17, 2014. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement must be filed 
prior to July 17, 2014. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another 
under Federal, State, or Common Law 
(See Section 14400 ET SEQ., Business 
and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald: August 6, 13, 20, 27, 
2009. H-319

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING THE

FY 09/10 ANNUAL BUDGET AND
FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM (CIP)

PUBLIC HEARING  

DATE: Tuesday, September 01, 2009
TIME: 7:00 p.m.
PLACE: City Council Chamber
350 Main Street
El Segundo, CA  90245

AND CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING 
AND BUDGET ADOPTION

DATE: Tuesday, September 15, 2009
TIME: 7:00 p.m.
PLACE: City Council Chamber
350 Main Street
El Segundo, CA  90245

TAKE NOTICE that the CITY COUNCIL of 
the City of El Segundo will hold a public 
hearing September 01, 2009 to be contin-
ued, if necessary, to September 15, 2009, 
relating to consideration of the FY 09/10 
annual budget for the period October 1, 
2009 to September 30, 2010 and Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) 5-year plan.

All persons may give testimony at both 
the public meeting and public hearings 
conducted at the dates, times and places 
indicated above.

Copies of the budget documents will be 
available after August 18, 2009 for public’s 
review in El Segundo Public Library (5) 
copies of the document are available for 
public checkout for a period of four days) 
and the City Clerk’s Office located in City 
Hall (on-site review only).

For more information please contact Deborah 
Cullen, El Segundo Finance Director, at 
(310) 524-2315.

EL SEGUNDO HERALD AUGUST 13, 20 
and 27, 2009
Cathy Domann, CMC
Deputy City Clerk

ES HERALD: 8/13, 8/20, 8/27/09
          H-20990

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DATE: Tuesday, September 1, 2009

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PLACE: City Council Chambers
350 Main Street
El Segundo, California

TAKE NOTICE that the El Segundo 
City Council will hold a public hearing 
at the time and place indicated above 
on the following:

Environmental Assessment No. 722 
and General Plan Amendment No. 
07-1(Housing Element Update) Review 
and adoption of the Amendment to the 
General Plan Housing Element and 
Initial Study/Negative Declaration and 
forward the Amended Housing Ele-
ment to the Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) Department for 
review and certification.

Applicant: City of El Segundo
Address: Citywide

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND 
OVERVIEW

The proposed project is an amendment 
to the City’s General Plan Housing Ele-
ment in compliance with Government 
Code §§ 65580-65589.8.  The Hous-
ing Element must include four major 
components: 1) An assessment of the 
community’s housing needs; 2) An 
inventory of resources and constraints 
relevant to meeting the community’s 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DATE: Tuesday, September 1, 2009

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PLACE: City Council Chambers
350 Main Street
El Segundo, California

TAKE NOTICE that the El Segundo City 
Council will hold a public hearing at the 
time and place indicated above on the 
following:

Environmental Assessment No. 819, 
General Plan Amendment (GPA 08-
02), Zone Change (ZC 08-01), Lot Line 
Adjustment (LLA 09-04), and Off-Site 
Parking Covenant (MISC 09-01) 

Address: 900, 950 and 960 Sepulveda 
Blvd. and 901 and 915 Selby Street 
Applicant: The Boeing Company 
Property Owner: The Boeing Company 

Project Summary

The proposed project is a request by 
The Boeing Company to change the 
zoning and general plan designation of 
the property located at 900, 950 and 
960 Sepulveda Boulevard and 901 and 
915 Selby Street on the block generally 
bounded by Sepulveda Boulevard to the 
west, Selby Street to the east, Imperial 
Avenue to the north, and Walnut Avenue 
to the south. The General Plan Amend-
ment request is a re-designation of the 
project site from General Commercial to 
Corporate Office.  The re-zoning request 
is to change the property from the General 

housing needs; 3) A statement of goals, 
policies and quantified objectives that 
will guide the implementation of specific 
programs; and, 4) A housing program, to 
be implemented over a specified period 
that describes the implementation actions 
to be taken by the City to meet the needs.  
In accordance with California law, the 
Housing Element must be submitted to 
the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) for its 
review and certification.  

Copies of the current Housing Element 
are available for review at the El Segundo 
Public Library or in the Planning and 
Building Safety Department at the City 
offices.  In addition, copies of the current 
Housing Element and the updated Com-
munity Profile may be purchased in the 
Planning and Building Safety Department.

Additional information on Housing Ele-
ments is available on-line at the State 
Housing and Community Development 
website at www.hcd.ca.gov/hpd/hrc/
plan/he/.

NEGATIVE DECLARATION

An initial study of environmental im-
pacts was prepared pursuant to Public 
Resources Code § 15063 (CEQA).  A 
Negative Declaration of Environmental 
Impacts is proposed for this project 
pursuant to CEQA § 15070.  The pub-
lic review and comment period for the 
Negative Declaration began on July 3, 
2009 and ended on August 3, 2009; no 
comments were received. 

On August 13, 2009, the Planning Com-
mission adopted Planning Commission 
Resolution No. 2661 recommending that 
the City Council certify the Negative 

Declaration and approve Environmental 
Assessment No. 722 and General Plan 
Amendment No 07-01 for the City’s 
Housing Element Update and forward the 
amended Housing Element to the Housing 
and Community Development Department 
(HCD) for review and certification.

The related files for the above-
mentioned proposal including the 
Negative Declaration are available 
for public review, Monday through 
Thursday and alternating Fridays, 
between 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in 
the City of El Segundo Planning and 
Building Safety Department, located 
at 350 Main Street, El Segundo 
CA 90245.  Any person may give 
testimony at the public hearing at 
the time and place indicated above.  
Please contact Trayci Nelson, the 
project planner, in the City Planning 
Division at (310) 524-2342, or 
any other Planning Division staff 
member, for further information.  
Note that any appeal of a decision 
made following a public hearing may 
be limited to the issues raised by 
evidence submitted before or during 
that public hearing. 

Greg Carpenter
Planning and Building Safety Director; and, 
Secretary to the Planning Commission 
City of El Segundo

Mailing Date: August 20, 2009 
Publication Date:  August 20, 2009
Posting Date:   August 20, 2009 

ES HERALD: 8/20/09 H-21031

Commercial (C-3) Zone to the Corporate 
Office (CO) Zone. Currently the 256,606 
square-foot project site is developed with 
four buildings totaling 159,803 square feet 
that contain a mix of warehouse, storage 
and office uses. The project involves the 
conversion of warehouse and storage uses 
in the existing buildings into office uses. 
The project includes a building addition 
of 40,791 square feet of office uses for 
a total of 198,874 square feet of total 
development on the project site. 

Additionally, the project includes a lot line 
adjustment to merge the three existing 
parcels into one parcel and an off-site 
parking covenant for 283 parking spaces 
to comply with El Segundo Municipal Code 
parking requirements. The proposed project 
would meet all development standards of 
the Corporate Office (CO) Zone. The zone 
change to the Corporate Office (CO) Zone 
would reduce the maximum allowable floor 
area on the project site from a floor area 
ratio (FAR) of 1.0 to 0.8. The proposed 
project would increase the total floor area 
to an FAR of 0.8.  

Mitigated Negative Declaration

An initial study of environmental 
impacts was prepared pursuant to 14 
California Code of Regulations § 15063 
(“CEQA Guidelines”).  A Mitigated 
Negative Declaration of Environmental 
Impacts is proposed for this project 
pursuant to CEQA § 15070.  An 
Addendum to Negative Declaration 
was also prepared.  The public review 
and comment period for the Negative 
Declaration began on June 26, 2009 
and ended on July 27, 2009. 

On August 13, 2009, the Planning 

Commission recommended to City 
Council to approve the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration of Environmental 
Impacts and the Addendum for 
Environmental Assessment No. 819, 
General Plan Amendment No. 08-
02, Zone Change No. 08-01, and 
the Planning Commission approved 
Miscellaneous File No. 09-02 for off-
site parking, subject to the conditions 
contained therein.

The file for the above-mentioned 
proposal including the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration and Addendum 
are available for public review, Monday 
through Thursday and alternating 
Friday, between 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
in the City of El Segundo Planning and 
Building Safety Department, located at 
350 Main Street, El Segundo CA 90245.  
Any person may give testimony at the 
public hearing at the time and place 
indicated above.  Please contact Masa 
Alkire, Principal Planner, in the City 
Planning Division at (310) 524-2371 
for further information.  Note that any 
appeal of a decision made following a 
public hearing may be limited to the 
issues raised by evidence submitted 
before or during that public hearing.

Greg Carpenter
Planning and Building Safety Director; and, 
Secretary to the Planning Commission 
City of El Segundo

Mailing Date:        August 20, 2009
Publication Date:  August 20, 2009
Posting Date:       August 20, 2009

ES HERALD: 8/20/09 H-21026

In Long Beach, we are fortunate to have a 
dog beach and dog parks. These are wonder-
ful spots for dog owners to visit. However, 
caution and common sense must be used 
when going to any of these places. 

Last week I had a client walk into my 
hospital with an emergency. They had been at 
the dog beach with their seven-pound Yorkie.  
The Yorkie encountered a 55-pound pit bull 
mix. As we know, many small dogs, including 
my four-pound Chihuahua Alejandro, have 
no fear of larger dogs.

When the two dogs approached each other, 
the owners noticed the dogs stiffen up when 
they were nose to nose. However, there was 
no growling or barking. 

The attack happened in a split second. The 
Yorkie was grabbed around its neck and back 
and shaken. The pit bull dropped the smaller 
dog as soon as it went limp. The owners said 
the entire attack took just a few seconds. 

The Yorkie arrived at my hospital in terrible 
shape. At first glance, the dog did not seem 
alive. It was limp, cold with pale mucous 
membranes. His eyes were fixed and dilated 
and did not appear to be breathing. There 
was a large deep laceration that extended 
from one side of the dog over the back to 
the other side. The skin had been peeled back 
and nearly half of the deep tissue over the 
back was exposed. The back of the neck was 
also missing skin and the muscles, tendons 
and ligaments of the neck were completely 
macerated. 

My team jumped into action immediately. 
Oxygen, I.V. catheter and fluids, urinary 
catheter, blood pressure, and a cornucopia 
of drugs were administered within a min-
ute. An x-ray was taken and to everyone’s 
relief, there were no broken bones and the 
chest cavity looked intact. Although alive, 
the little dog was still in severe shock and 
wasn’t out of the woods. The neurologic 
exam had us feeling fairly confident the spine 
wasn’t severed but we were concerned that 
he had a concussion. It was also too early 
to tell if any internal organs were damaged 
or functioning properly.

By this time, the entire extended family 
had assembled at my hospital to stand vigil 
over their critically injured pet. I explained 
that the massive bite wound injuries they had 
seen could not be surgically repaired right 
away because he was not a stable patient.  
We had started cleaning the wounds but 
could only bandage at this point. Our main 
concern was to keep the blood pressure up 

and all the vital organs working. 
As the afternoon progressed the Yorkie 

improved slightly but could not raise its head. 
Most of the muscles and ligaments that hold 
the head up were severely damaged.  

72 hours, a half dozen specialists, a long 
surgery and lots of Fentanyl pain medicine 
later, our little dog attack victim was ready 
to go home. There will still be some fol-
low up care and it remains to be seen if 
there is any permanent damage to the neck 
muscles, but it appears to be looking up for 
our Yorkie friend. 

It’s important to point out that neither 
dog had a history of aggression or fights. 
This is very common. The larger dog may 
have seen the Yorkie as a play toy and not 
a threat. There is no way to tell. What we 
do know is that these attacks are preventable 
in many cases. 

One way to avoid conflicts is by staying 
alert and keeping your dog under a short leash 
and voice control at all times. Some owners 
take the additional step of not allowing their 
dog to look or sniff at another dog.

Teaching a dog early on that he can’t visit 
with every other dog he meets is one good 
way owners can prevent leash aggression. 
Teach the dog not to pull on the leash, and 
to sit and wait for permission before greeting 
another dog. Basic obedience training can 
help prevent fights. 

Along with leashing and good training, 
owners can avoid conflicts by keeping their 
pets from roaming, neutering young dogs 
before six months of age, and socializing 
their dogs during the critical puppyhood stage 
between six to eight weeks of age.

If you own a very small dog, use caution 
around any larger dog. Your tiny dog may 
resemble the big dog’s favorite squeaky toy. 

Many fights occur with little warning, but 
watch for these behavioral cues to see if a 
fight is imminent:

A hard, unwavering, targeted stare. 
Dominance posturing, such as mounting. 
Stiff body movements.
Extreme body language: the tail held stiffly 

up or down, lips pulled tight against the teeth.
Dog parks and beaches are a great place 

to play with your dog and using common 
sense and training will make your visit safer. 

If you have a specific question or topic 
you would like me to write about, please 
email me at cats.dogs@verizon.net.

Dr. Greg Perrault owns and operates Cats & 
Dogs Animal Hospital in Long Beach, CA. •

Safe Dog Park Visit

From the Editors of E/The Environ-
mental Magazine

Dear EarthTalk: I haven’t heard much of 
late about big oil spills like the infamous 
Exxon Valdez. Has the industry cleaned up 
its act, or do the media just not report them?

-- Olivia G., via e-mail
In the wake of 1989’s massive Exxon 

Valdez oil spill in Alaska’s Prince William 
Sound, when 11 million gallons of oil befouled 
some 1,300 miles of formerly pristine and 
wildlife-rich coastline, much has been done 
to prevent future spills of such magnitude.

For starters, Congress quickly passed the 
1990 Oil Pollution Act which overhauled 
shipping regulations, imposed new liability 
on the industry, required detailed response 
plans and added extra safeguards for ship-
ping in Prince William Sound itself. Under 
the terms of the law, companies cannot ship 
oil in any U.S. waters unless they prove they 
have response and clean-up plans in place 
and have the manpower and equipment on 
hand to respond quickly and effectively in 
the case of another disaster.

Also, the law mandates that, by 2015, all 
tankers in U.S. waters must be equipped 
with double hulls. The Exxon Valdez had 
only one hull when it ran aground on Bligh 
Reef and poured its oil into Prince William 
Sound, the southern end of the oil pipeline that 
originates 800 miles to the north at Prudhoe 
Bay. By comparison, a 900-foot double-hulled 
tanker carrying nearly 40 million gallons of 
crude oil did not leak when it crashed into 
submerged debris near Galveston, Texas in 
March 2009.

According to the U.S. Coast Guard, av-
erage annual oil spill totals have dropped 
dramatically since new regulations took 
effect in 1990. Between 1973 and 1990, an 
average of 11.8 million gallons of oil spilled 
each year in American waters. Since then, 
the average has dropped to just 1.5 million 
gallons, with the biggest spill (not including 
those resulting from Hurricane Katrina in 
2005) less than 600,000 gallons

Despite these improvements, critics say 
the industry still has more work to do. While 
protections have been beefed up in Prince 
William Sound, other major American ports 
still lack extra precautions such as escort 
tugboats and double engines and rudders 
on big ships to help steer them to safety 
when in trouble.

Another area that the 1990 law doesn’t 
cover is container ships that don’t transport 
oil as their cargo but which carry a large 
amount, anyway, for their own fuel for the 
considerable distances they travel. Such ships 
could also cause a major spill (anything 
more than 100,000 gallons, by Coast Guard 
standards). Yet another concern is the great 
number of smaller oil spills that occur every 
day at industrial locations (including but not 
limited to oil refining and storage facilities) 
and even in our own driveways. These will 
continue to add up to a heavy toll on our 
environment, even if another oil tanker never 
spills at sea again.

And while the total number and volume of 
oil spills is down dramatically from bygone 
days, the trend of late warrants concern. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration’s (NOAA’s) Office of Response 
and Restoration reports that oil spills in U.S. 
waters have risen again over the past decade, 
with 134 incidents in 2008 alone. Green 
leaders worry that if Bush administration 
plans to expand offshore oil drilling are not 
overturned by President Obama, oil spills in 
U.S. waters could remain a sad fact of life.

Contacts: NOAA Office of Response and 
Restoration, www.response.restoration.noaa.
gov; U.S. EPA Oil Pollution Act Overview, 
www.epa.gov/OEM/content/lawsregs/opaover.
htm.

Send your environmental questions to: 
EarthTalk, P.O. Box 5098, Westport, CT 
06881; earthtalk@emagazine.com. Read past 
columns at: www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/
archives.php. 

EarthTalk is now a book! Details and 
order information at: www.emagazine.com/
earthtalkbook. •

Between 1973 and 1990, an average of 11.8 million gallons of oil spilled each year in American waters. Since then, the average has 
dropped to just 1.5 million gallons, though oil spills in U.S. waters have risen again over the past decade, with 134 incidents in 2008 
alone. Image by Getty Images.

Council also agreed to move $1.2 million 
out of a “naming rights” fund that was set 
up to eventually replace artificial turf at the 
Campus El Segundo Athletic Fields (money 
for the project will instead be allocated out 
of the general fund in $100,000 annual incre-
ments over the next decade). The City will 
also save more than $400,000 by running 
short by the one overtime-related firefighter 
position agreed upon thus far.

On Tuesday, the Council (minus Mayor Pro 
Tem Eric Busch, who is traveling) did not 
take any action on the new budget proposals 
but did engage in a lengthy discussion on 
the matter of processing fees currently tacked 
onto business license taxes. 

Mayor Kelly McDowell reported that a 
number of home-based business owners 
have contacted him complaining about 
paying what he described as a “ridiculous” 

$40 processing fee that actually exceeds the 
total of the tax itself. Councilmember Carl 
Jacobson expressed his desire to eliminate 
the processing fee in multiple areas, though 
McDowell and Councilmember Bill Fisher 
looked to do so only for home-based busi-
nesses. In any case, shelving the fee for the 
home businesses would mean a slight (ap-
proximately $20,000) revenue reduction from 
the upcoming budget. McDowell cautioned 
that if revenue projections continue to drop, 
the Council may eventually be forced to bite 
the bullet and consider cutting salaries and/
or taking away jobs—a scenario he hopes 
won’t materialize.

In the meantime, a public hearing on the 
budget will take place at the next Council 
meeting on September 1, with a continued 
public hearing and final adoption of the 
document scheduled for September 15. •
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