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Students with Herald at the USS Missouri after our awards presentation of an American Flag flown on the ship and presented to us as a thank you present as well as a certificate and pin to commemorate 
the experience.

School Choir goes to Heritage Festival

Board of Education Backs Upcoming 
Propositions
By Jesse Blake McCann

The El Segundo Board of Education ap-
proved a resolution last week that states its 
support of all six of the upcoming initiatives 
in the May 19 California Special Election-
-Propositions 1A-1F. “Basically, the future 
of education is really dependent upon those 
measures,” Superintendent Geoff Yantz said. 

The first three propositions involve funding 
to state education. Propositions 1A and 1B give 
California schools and community colleges 
supplemental payments by extending recent 
tax increases for up to two years. Prop 1C 
borrows $5 billion from future state lottery 
profits to go toward balancing the 2009/2010 
state budget, and allows more money to be 
borrowed later. Prop 1C also replaces the 
lottery money paid to educational institutions 
with an increase in money the institutions 
receive from the state’s general fund. 

Before the Board approved of the resolution, 
El Segundo Teacher’s Association President 
Daphne Moote and other teachers--most 
dressed in pink--gave a presentation during 
the public communications segment of the 
meeting. They expressed their support for the 
propositions and urged the Board to do the 
same. Teachers took turns coming up to the 
microphone to explain why to vote “Yes” on 
the propositions, while others stood by and 
acted as human props by wearing signs of 
the proposition numbers.

Moote feels it is important that they get 
the word out as to the importance of the 
propositions. “If these propositions pass, 
it will certainly give more secure [school] 
funding in the future,” Moote said, “If they 
don’t pass, we will be dealing with a very, 
very serious problem in the state.”

Yantz also feels the consequences would 
be significant if the propositions do not pass. 
Whether he agrees with how the state’s going 
about it, or the elements of it, is another story. 

“There are many other solutions that they 
should approach [to address] the structural 
imbalance of the budget at the state level,” 
Yantz said.

High School French Teacher Recognizes 
Two Winners of National French Contest

El Segundo High School French teacher 
Karen Laubenstein recognized two of her 
students’ achievements in the National French 
Contest at the Board meeting. The contest 
consists of optional exams at different lev-
els that test students’ French knowledge. In 
Southern California, Sophomore Colin Elder 
placed sixth in the French 2 level, and senior 
Juan Sierra placed third in the French 4 level. 
The boys will be given awards at an upcom-
ing ceremony for the top-scoring participants 

in the Southern California region.  “These 
boys are very motivated [and] they’re very 
bright,” Laubenstein said

The multiple choice and timed exam is 
held annually by the American Association of 
Teachers of French. It tests students’ French 
knowledge in several different areas: listen-
ing comprehension, reading comprehension, 
grammar, and culture. Over 101,000 students 
participated in the exams this year. ESHS 
has received some honor every year it has 
participated.

A number of students at ESHS took the 
French exam this year. “They get my respect 
for trying, whether they win a medal or not,” 
Laubenstein said. Since the high school does 
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ESUSD Asks 
for More 
Filming 
Days at High 
School
By Brian Simon

El Segundo Unified School District Su-
perintendent Geoff Yantz’s request to allow 
an additional 10 filming days per year at 
El Segundo High School spurred a lengthy 
discussion and the most public commentary 
(the vast majority in support) of any topic on 
an El Segundo City Council agenda so far 
this year. New regulations limit total film-
ing days at ESHS to 20 days per calendar 
year but those have already been utilized, 
according to Yantz. Therefore, no additional 
filming-related revenue can be generated for 
the high school through November 2009. 

In a presentation to the Council on Tues-
day, Yantz emphasized the importance of 
filming as a revenue source especially now 
that schools are facing what he termed “the 
greatest financial shortfall in history” and 
given that ESUSD is looking at a com-
bined $2 million-plus in budget cuts over a 
three-year period. The high school receives 
a minimum of $6,000 per film day ($3,000 
for prep days) and an average of $150,000 
annually (it has been as high as $220,000), 
said Yantz. The Superintendent added that 
the 20 days of filming since the ordinance 
passed had yielded $107,000 and that the 
coming summer months offer a prime op-
portunity to schedule shoots. The monies 
from filming are typically used for student 
programs such as AVID and Link Crew, 
graduation ceremonies, staff development 
for teachers, technology and furniture. As 
of late, the funds have gone to more “basic 
supplies” like hand sanitizers, copy paper 
and toilet paper. 

Yantz went on to say that during talks 
prior to the passing of the ordinance, the 
high school had asked for 40 filming days, 
but that number dwindled to 20. He pointed 
out that the District was also operating under 
the assumption that prep and strike days 
didn’t count as filming days when in fact 
they did. As an example, he cited the case 
of production trucks parked for two days 
after the end of an Alvin and the Chipmunks 
shoot that still counted as film days. While 
emphasizing that the District’s intent is to 
“continue to be considerate towards neigh-
bors,” Yantz urged the Council to increase 
allowable filming days from 20 to 30, change 
the definition of “high-impact” days, and to 
not count prep or strike days or days when 
a shoot is self-contained within the school 
property. “The need for alternative sources 
of revenues has never been greater and the 
ordinance’s restrictions placed on the high 
school will have a significant and negative 
impact on the quality of education at El 
Segundo High School for years to come,” 
said Yantz.

Background on El Segundo’s Film 
Ordinance

Responding to various complaints about 
noise, littering, and other problems related to 
local filming, the Council formed a subcom-
mittee (comprised of Mayor Kelly McDowell 
and Councilmember Bill Fisher) in 2006 to 
address the matter and meet with residents, 


