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permit non-compliance by the hotel. “We 
believe the City’s role as property owner 
and landlord contributes significantly to their 
turning a blind eye to Shade violations these 
past four years,” the letter went on to say. 
Among other accusations, the group contended 
that the City didn’t enforce a requirement to 
soundproof the Zinc bar, and ignored closing 
time violations.

To address enforcement questions, Man-
hattan Beach Police Lieutenant John Dye 
pointed out that officers come out to the hotel 
on an individual complaint basis, but have 
not yet had to cite Shade since management 
there has been cooperative. He added that 
the facility’s use permit is unusual in that 
the hotel operation is 24 hours while other 
portions such as the Zinc lounge are not, 
thereby creating potential use overlaps. Dye 
also noted that in most cases when police 
arrive on the scene, the noise issue called in 
has already dissipated.

As for other items in Shade’s applica-
tion, the resident group actually supported 
two additional Zislis requests: one to allow 
lunch service, but only for the purpose of 
evening out a perceived imbalance between 
alcohol and food sale ratios; and another 
to install a folding door across the entry to 
the courtyard, albeit one made of sound-
absorbing material rather than the proposed 
glass. The group opposed Zislis’s desire to 
increase the attendance threshold (from 99 
to 125) at which the hotel must inform the 
City about special events.

Despite the residents’ contentions, City staff 
opted not to present its own resolution to the 
Planning Commission last week, a develop-
ment that pleasantly surprised local resident 
and vocal Shade critic Don McPherson. “This 
is most incredibly, utterly unprecedented,” he 
said of the process that will allow residents 
additional input before a final decision is 
made. “To the residents’ advantage, staff 
has abdicated their role of recommending 
to the Planning Commission changes in the 
use permit. Last night, I told a resident that 
the City would never give up and fight us 
every step of the way. I am ever so happy 
to admit being dead wrong.”

As to why staff held back on issuing that 
resolution, City of Manhattan Beach Senior 
Planner Laurie Jester said, “At the last meeting, 
there was no consensus from the Planning 
Commission on the hours, so we didn’t feel 
it was appropriate to present a resolution 
until they had more information and input. 
Hopefully Mr. Zislis and the residents can 
get together and come up with a solution that 
meets the needs of both parties and can get 
approval from the Planning Commission,”

In the meantime, with Zislis currently out 
of town on a two-week vacation, the next 
Planning Commission meeting on the matter 
will likely not take place until December the 
earliest. “The neighborhood will negotiate with 
Zislis in good faith,” McPherson promised. 
If the Planning Commission remains split 
on the item, Shade’s fate may move into the 
hands of the Manhattan Beach City Council.
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Dear EarthTalk: I heard that goats are being 
used to prevent some of those catastrophic 
fires that seem to happen increasingly. What’s 
the story with that? 

-- Ali B., New Canaan, CT
As wildfires consume parts of California 

larger than some smaller states, everyone 
is talking about how we can prevent such 
disasters from getting going in the first place. 
One novel approach is to enlist goats. Not 
as firefighters—although their surefootedness 
and determination would probably serve them 
well in such situations—but as grazers to keep 
the forest underbrush clear of the tinder-like 
grasses, bushes and small trees that allow 
flames to jump to the higher forest canopy 
and get further spread by the wind.

“Goats help prevent forest fires…by eating 
the dry stuff before the fire season strikes,” 
says Lani Malmberg, owner of Colorado-based 
Ewe4ic (pronounced “u-for-ik”) Ecological 
Services, which uses goats to gradually and 
naturally remove weeds and return lands to 
a healthier more natural state. 

Goats have been called in for fire miti-
gation purposes across parts of California, 
Arizona and other drought-prone parts of the 
western U.S. In the Oakland and Berkeley 
hills regions of California’s Bay Area, where 
the combined effects of drought and a bark 
beetle infestation have killed thousands of 
acres of trees, public agencies and residents 
have enlisted the help of goat herds to sup-
press weeds and keep down the fire risk in 
the process for what remains of the area’s 
forest cover.

“The goat clearance scheme is one of 
the key reasons the Bay Area hasn’t had a 
recurrence of a catastrophic fire in decades,” 
says Tom Klatt, former manager of the Office 
of Emergency Preparedness at UC Berkeley 
and the author of UC Berkeley’s 2007 Fire 
Mitigation Program Annual Report.
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Other earth-minded land managers are go-
ing goat as well. The Nature Conservancy 
recently hired goats to keep dry grasses and 
other tinder-like plant matter down at its Has-
sayampa River Preserve in Arizona, where 
the constant threat of summer fires haunts 
nearby homeowners while endangering the 
integrity of the area’s unique and fragile 
riparian ecosystem.

Using goats to control forest brush may 
seem like a novel idea, but it’s really been 
around as long as grazing animals have roamed 
the planet looking for nourishment. But with 
ever-increasing human development, wild 
grazers are fewer and farther between. The 
problem is exacerbated by our building our 
homes so close to (and sometimes within) 
forested areas that naturally burn occasionally. 
Efforts to then suppress all forest fires—even 
naturally occurring undergrowth burns—to 
protect these homes have led to “tinderbox” 
conditions ripe for those large destructive fires 
that spread for hundreds of miles, blown by 
the wind from treetop to treetop.

Grazing goats are also used in other en-
deavors. “Goats can be utilized as an effective 
bio-control agent to reduce weed popula-
tions to economically acceptable levels,” 
says Malmberg, adding that weeding with 
goats requires no pesticides or herbicides 
and generates zero greenhouse gas or other 
harmful emissions.

Contacts: Ewe4ic Ecological Services, 
www.goatseatweeds.com; Office of Emer-
gency Preparedness at UC Berkeley, oep.
berkeley.edu.

Send your environmental questions to: 
EarthTalk® P.O. Box 5098, Westport, CT 
06881; earthtalk@emagazine.com. Read past 
columns at: www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/
archives.php. EarthTalk® is now a book! 
Details and order information at: www.
emagazine.com/earthtalkbook. •


