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but crooks.” Hernandez says he and his wife 
had fallen behind in their mortgage and other 
payments on a two-story, four-bedroom in 
Orange County when “we were called by 
this company that told us for a small fee 
they would consolidate our debts and assume 
our mortgage payments -- but that we would 
still be able to stay in the house.”

The couple sent the bogus company two 
payments of just under $500 before they 
heard a radio news report about what sounded 
like the same operation. “I immediately tried 
calling the 800 number they gave us and 
--- surprise, surprise --- it was disconnected. 
We never heard from the company again 
and investigators never got back any of our 
money,” Hernandez said with a bitter smile. 
“I can’t believe they can just disappear like 
that, and supposedly nobody can find them.”

As it turned out, a willing relative offered 
to help Hernandez and his wife pay their de-
linquent installments before lenders took their 
house away. The couple has since moved into 
a rented two-bedroom apartment just a few 
blocks away from Hernandez’s new business 
location in Hawthorne. And they cover their 
mortgage payments on the Orange County 
property by renting out the house.

Debbie Browne, an auto repair shop sec-
retary who was riding a Metro bus into Los 
Angeles last week, said she and her family 

were in the midst of a foreclosure and had 
almost been “suckered” into what she sus-
pected was another foreclosure avoidance 
scam before she discovered a government 
program that has helped her offset some of 
her debt and delay monthly payments. Browne 
declined to say exactly where she lives, but 
indicated her house was “near the South Bay 
Galleria” in Redondo Beach.

Kenneth R. Harney, a nationally syndicated 
columnist, reported in early September a 
multi-state task force had identified nearly 
200 scams like the one that preyed on Her-
nandez. One such scam, said Harney, was 
Florida-based United Home Savers LLC, 
which was accused of victimizing over 3,100 
homeowners across the country. The com-
pany and its officers agreed to a $4.1 million 
judgment and close monitoring by federal 
officials, but most of the judgment came up 
empty after the Federal Trade Commission 
froze the assets tied to United Home Savers 
and discovered its principals only had about 
$22,000 in their bank accounts.

Consumer rights advocates warn that even if 
the economy is truly in recovery mode, people 
will continue to feel financially vulnerable 
--- and perhaps more open to programs that 
promise to ease their financial pains quicker. 
That said, consumers must stay vigilant and 
protect themselves against loan modification 
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Eloise Mendez • Ursula Mix
     DRE # 01378851                      DRE # 01426562

310-322-9761

• 1300 E Walnut...3600 sq. ft. 4 bedroom 3.5 bath...Call for 
details.  $1,799,990
• 433 #B Marine Ave…Manhattan Beach…..3 bedroom, 
3.5 bath...Town home...4 blocks from beach...$1,150,000 
(principles only)
• Large ocean view lot in exclusive Portuguese Bend….
$850,000
• Large R3 lot 2068 Wallace St in Costa Mesa…$350,000
• 12309 Prairie Ave...Commercial Property...SOLD

• 5406 W 149th Pl. #12 Hawthorne (buyers)...SOLD

• 12043 Culver Dr…Culver City...IN ESCROW

• 5309 W 123rd St Hawthorne...SOLD

CCR Properties, Inc. 315 Richmond St., El Segundo 
“Building Dreams”

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 

WITH ELOISE AND 
URSULA

   Address    Type            SF            Beds       Bath    Sale Price   
1222 E. Acacia Ave. SFR           1254 3 2 $625,000      
724 W. Mariposa Ave. SFR            1088  3  1  $675,000
317 Loma Vista St.  SFR            1670  2  1  $900,000
1305 E. Grand Ave. Unit B  Condo            1356  3  3  $619,000
333 Virginia St. #4   Condo            1533  2  3  $650,000
864 Lomita St.   SFR            1084  3   1  $595,000
1132 E. Acacia Ave.  SFR            1389  2  2  $712,000

  

Office: (310) 322-2396   
Cell: (310) 415-6483

opheliagrenke@gmail.com

Ophelia Grenke

Serving the South Bay for all your Real Estate needs. * Information taken from public record.

EL SEGUNDO AUGUST SALES*

DRE # 01490289

Community • Commitment • Caring

JIM MARAK
Direct Line: 310-322-1900

e-mail & website: www.jimmarak.com

VOTED BEST REALTOR In El Segundo by the 
readers of the El Segundo Herald - “El Segundo Home Owner”

Certified 
Senior Citizen 
Specialist

Virtual Tours at www.jimmarak.com

EL SEGUNDO IS SELLING WELL!!!

Serving El Segundo Buyers and Sellers for the past 24 years!!!

• BEST PRICED STARTER HOUSE IN EL SEGUNDO...$449,000!!! 119 E. PINE. 
2BED, 1BATH HOUSE, 1 CAR GARAGE…CALL FOR DETAILS!!!

• EL SEGUNDO (TWO ON A LOT)...OR BUILD (2) NEW HOMES ON THESE (2) 25 X 
140 SIDE BY SIDE LOTS. 505-507 STANDARD STREET…CALL FOR DETAILS!!!

• $599,000 GRAND TROPEZ TOWNHOME...3 BED, 2.5 BATH, BRIGHT PERGO 
FLOORS. IMPECCABLY CLEAN!!! PRIVATE ATTACHED (2) CAR GARAGE, 
POOL, SUNDECK, SPA. PRIVATE ATTACHED ENTERTAINING PATIO!!! MUST 
SEE TO APPRECIATE!!! SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!!!

• 2007 HOME...429 BUNGALOW DRIVE, 5 BED, 3.5 BATH, SPANISH, 

TRAVERTINE, MUST SEE!!! (BY APPT.) PRICE REDUCED TO $1,000,000!!! 
• 413 W. ACACIA...REALLY BIG LOT!!! 3 BED, 3 BATH. 2116 SF, POOL, DECK, MANY UPGRADES, R.V. PARKING.  ASKING 
$769,000...PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO SEE!!! MAKE AN OFFER!!!

• 740 CENTER STREET...3 BED, 2 BATH, GRANITE KITCHEN. ASKING $659,000...PLEASE CALL FOR  AN APPOINTMENT TO SEE!!! 

• SOLD!!! 950 MAIN CONDO, 123 E. OAK CONDO, 415 LOMITA (3+3) HOUSE, W. PALM DUPLEX, 3BD/2BTH HOME $775,000!!!
• SOLD!!! 4 BED, 4 BATH NEW HOME...$1,100,000
• SOLD!!! 3 BED, 2 BATH HOME...$810,000SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

615 West Pine Avenue, El Segundo, CA 90245
OPEN SUN 

2-4

Suzanne Costello              $1,550,000        
Bulldog Realtors 
Phone 310.497.2546  DRE# 01708597

• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, 4 Fireplaces
• Soaring Ceilings, Airy and Spacious
• Cook’s Kitchen, Maple Cabinetry, Stainless Appliances
• Outdoor BBQ, Fridge and Sink
• Travertine and Walnut Flooring Throughout
• Master Bedroom, Sitting Area, Fireplace, and Veranda

KIRK BROWN   KIRK BROWN, JR. 
361 MAIN STREET, EL SEGUNDO     310-322-2726 or 310-322-0066

*Property Management Available*

1213 EAST SYCAMORE, EL SEGUNDO

947 CEDAR, EL SEGUNDO
GREAT INCOME PROPERTY!

Huge!  Oversized lot - over 
19,000 square feet! 

Outstanding eastside El 
Segundo location. Can be 

divided into two lots. 3 bed, 2 
bath existing home. Live now - 
build later. Asking $1,479,000

•	Great	Location	2BD/1BA	2	car	garage.	Clean.	
Large	yard.	Eastside.
•	Large	Lot	&	Great	2BD	1	1/2BA	+	Bonus	Room	
+	workshop,	2	car	garage.	Westside.
•	Commercial	7,000	sq.ft.	space	plus	separate	
lot	for	parking.	Great	corner	location.

RENTALS

FOR	SALE

•	2	bedroom,	1	bath	apartment,	ground	floor,	ga-
rage	included.		Great	location.

•	Downtown	El	Segundo	office	space.		
A	+	location.		Parking	included.		Air	conditioning	
and	wet	bar.		new	carpet	and	paint.

•	Fully	renovated	2	bedroom	2	bath	condo	for	rent.		
$1,875/mo.	HD	TV	included!

•	COMING	SOON!	Large	2	bedroom	2	bath	apart-
ment.		Dishwasher,	pool	on	site!

Large duplex.  3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath owners unit 
+ 2 bedroom 1 1/2  bath unit.  2 enclosed, full 2 car garages.  Patios.  
Washer / Dryer  hook ups.  New carpet, new paint, new appliances!

KIRK BROWN JR
310-322-0066

KIRK BROWN
310-322-2726

El Segundo Family Since 1924
“Nobody Knows The Town Better”

SOLD

IN 
ESCROW

310-322-4660 310-880-2129
Call Ken Today, for a FREE Appraisal Today

DRE # 01166914Ken Schofield

★  Schofield Realty  ★ 
“For the 

Personal Service 
You Deserve”

• Property Sales

• Property Management

• Property Investment

323 Richmond Street
El Segundo, CA 

90245

See Vultures, page 26


