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rowing skills. Friday night gave L.A. County 
lifeguards the chance to compete against each 
other, while lifeguards from across Southern 
California competed against each other on 
Saturday night. Saturday night brought life-
guards from L.A. County, Point Magu, L.A. 
City, Long Beach and Huntington Beach 
to compete against each other in the Judge 
Taplin Three-Mile Lifeguard Medley Relay.

Each Taplin team has four swimmers, four 
paddlers and four two-man dory teams. The 
teams are named after former L.A. County 
Judge, Irving Taplin. The competition has 
been held every year since the 1930s, except 
for the years of World War II, and the rules 
haven’t changed. “We really are tradition-
oriented,” Crum said. “All the people get 
their names on the perpetual trophy and it’s a 
great tradition. It’s one of the best lifeguard 
events anywhere in the country because of 
the history involved.”

Winning the Taplin was LACO Central 
A, one of two teams participating from L.A. 
County Lifeguards Central Section, covering 
beaches including Venice and Santa Monica. 
One of its swimmers included Olympic silver 
medalist Chad Carvin. “The competition 
went pretty well--the Central Section had a 
very strong swim team,” Crum said. “They 
opened a lead none of the other teams were 
able to overcome and were solid and had a 
buoy length lead over the pack.”

L.A. County Lifeguard Max First said 
Central Section had a solid group of swim-
mers, but that everyone competing was in 
top physical condition. “It’s a fun thing to 
participate in and compete against everyone,” 
he said. “It’s pretty serious; everyone’s re-
ally into it”

Competing in the Women’s 4-Lifeguard 
Mini Taplin Relay was L.A. County Lifeguard 
Tracy Crothers, who pointed out that the event 
gives lifeguards from all the County’s various 
beaches an opportunity to come together. “I 
love competing and I think it’s fun to show 
people what we do for a living,” Crothers 
said. “It’s a good way for everyone to see 
each other from other areas and showcase 
their talents.”  

Richard Carmona of L.A. City Lifeguards, 
which ended up coming in eighth place, said 
his organization was competing in the Taplin 
for the first time in decades. “This year I 
decided to recruit a bit more so we are hop-
ing for a better outcome this time around,” 
he said. “L.A. City is a small organization. 
We want other agencies to know that we’re 
out there and that we have some skills we 
want to showcase and be part of the whole 
lifeguard tradition.”

Also competing on Saturday evening were 
L.A. County Junior Lifeguards. Craig Dwyer 
of Hermosa Beach had his 14-year-old son 
Mitch compete in Junior Lifeguard Taplin 
as a runner. “It’s just been fantastic,” Dwyer 
said. “I think it keeps them occupied during 
summer and it gives them fantastic skills as 
far as being able to manage the water. From 
a fitness point of view, both of the boys have 
just come out of the program of five or six 
weeks so fit you would not believe.”

According to L.A. County Lifeguard Shan-
non Sullivan of the North Section (Malibu), 

many of today’s life-
guards were former 
junior guards. “I’d 
say a large percent-
age of junior guards 
become lifeguards 
when they’re eligible 
to take the test when 
they turn 18,” Sul-
livan said. “I think 
it provides them a 
great opportunity to 
develop camaraderie 
and learn teamwork 
…this type of train-
ing provides good 
discipline for your 
life in general.”

Ann Finley, an 
L.A. County Lifeguard for the Southern 
Section, (Dockweiler and South Bay) said 
the competitions allow the public to see their 
lifeguards demonstrate their talents. “I think 
it gives everyone an opportunity to see not 
only the young junior guards, but the adult 
lifeguards exhibit some of their athleticism and 
expertise in the lifeguard events,” she said.

Surf Festival
Because the Festival is always held on the 

first weekend of August, the Festival attracts 
a consistent crowd of spectators and partici-
pants. “There are a lot of people in the South 
Bay that will plan their summer around the 
Surf Festival because they’ve been doing it 
for so many years,” Crum said.

As chairman, Crum oversees the festival’s 
committee, which consists of representatives 
from the events hosted by Manhattan Beach, 
Hermosa Beach, Redondo Beach and Tor-
rance. The surf festival was created 49 years 
ago after the various cities would plan their 
own beach festivals, inadvertently competing 
with each other. 

The Festival serves as an umbrella or-
ganization, with representatives from the 
different events serving on the board. The 
arrangement allows the beach cities and their 
chambers of commerce to pool resources. 
“They continue to be involved by putting 
on different events or helping with parking 
or equipment needs,” Crum said.

Due to tight city budgets, the Festival has 
had to rely on corporate sponsors to help 
pay for overhead costs, which includes a 
90,000 watt light that illuminates the beach 
and ocean for the evening lifeguard events. 
“It’s a not-for-profit thing where we’re just 
basically trying to cover our costs and keep 
a great event going,” Crum said.

Because of the nature and history of the 
Festival, the organizers have tried to limit 
the commercial aspect of the event by hav-
ing low overhead costs. “We want it to be 
a good event that’s well received by the 
community and if you over-commercialize 
things you see big signs,” Crum said. “Ford 
provides the lifeguard vehicles free of charge 
and they’re a wonderful sponsor for us.”

Crum’s late father, Dwight Crum, who was 
a chief with L.A. County Lifeguards, was the 
chairman of the festival for 20 years. The 
pier-to-pier swim, which Crum indicated 
more than a thousand swimmers participated 
in this year, was named after Dwight. “I was 
a lifeguard chief, too--it was something that 
becomes a family tradition,” Crum said. “It 
was one of the things I decided to continue 
to be involved with after I retired.”

At Saturday night’s lifeguard event, Junior 
Guards instructor and Central Section life-
guard Brian Murphy said the Festival and 
lifeguard competitions are an important part 
of South Bay culture. “I think its real integral 
to the beach city vibe we have down here 
it’s such an aquatic oriented community,” 
he said. “It’s the premier event for all of the 
lifeguards in the area. It’s probably the most 
prestigious event for all the Los Angeles 
County Lifeguards.” •

The”Beam Me Up 
Hotties”.

“Kinda Good” duet stops 
the Hulk at the net.

Venice Beach Team captain, Danny Douglas leads the pack and goes on to  win the Shallow Water Sprint Relay.  Trailing closely and finishing  
second was Malcom Reed of Dockweiler Beach.

Area Lifeguards jostle for position as they race down the beach at the  start of the Shallow Water Sprint Relay.  The Lifeguards kicked of a  
weekend of Surf Festival Events at the Manhattan Beach Pier last Friday.


