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gist at the time had thrown up his hands, not 
knowing what to do. The Manhattan Beach 
Police Department held a major fundraiser 
to help with medical costs. Then KTLA’s 
Channel 5 prime news featured his story. 
That is when his fortune changed.

Seeing that show was Dr. Berenson. He 
knew he could help him and he called Vasquez. 
Dr. Berenson is Director of the Institute for 
Myeloma and Bone Cancer Research. Founded 
in 2003, it is the only independent nonprofit 
institute studying this disease. Its mission is 
to find a cure for multiple myeloma, a condi-
tion in which cancer of the plasma attacks 
and destroys the bone. It is the most com-
mon form of bone disease, affecting another 
20,000 people each year, often metastasized 
from breast or prostate cancer.

 Dr. Berenson’s background includes a BS 
from Stanford, a Doctor of Medicine from 
UCSD, an internship in internal medicine 
from the University of Utah, and years of 
cancer study in association with Cedars-Sinai 
and UCLA. But it is this institute that allows 
him to move more rapidly, unhampered by 
committees and the large infrastructure that 
come with some other academic institutions. 
The institute in West Hollywood is three-
pronged: A clinic where he sees patients, a 
lab for testing, and a CRO, Contract Research 
Organization, that conducts clinical trials 
around the country. He and his staff work 
with top scientists and biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical companies. 

Without attempting to get too technical, 
the methodology includes taking biopsies of 
bone marrow samples from patients, testing on 

mice with differing treatments, combination 
of treatments and lengths of treatments, and 
then going to clinical trials. Dr. Berenson has 
been involved in many major breakthroughs 
and new treatments resulting in improved and 
lengthened lives. Among them has been the 
benefit of decreasing the amount of a drug 
or combination of drugs, reducing toxicity 
but extending usage. “It’s not just about 
complete remission,” says the doctor, “but 
patients having a complete life.” 

Applications are both disease-specific and 
patient-specific. “We are not there yet, but 
with time, treatments will be more person-
alized or gene-specific,” Dr. Berenson said. 
As yet, there is no total remission or cure, 
but life has been lengthened, he says, to 11 
years. If Mark Vasquez is any example—he 
takes Doxil, which entails weaker but more 
frequent doses--he is strong and hopes to 
be back to work at our police department 
in January. 

For more information on Dr. Berenson 
and the Institute for Myeloma and Bone 
Cancer Research, go to http://www.imbcr./
org/about_us.htm. 

At the end of the meeting, announcements 
were made to remind people that the State of 
the City Breakfast with Mayor Portia Cohen 
is coming up on December 4 at Hotel Belmar; 
about the Mira Costa parents’ campaign to 
improve the baseball field; and regarding 
an environmental tasks force of South Bay 
schools and supportive businesses to improve 
and extend bike paths. 

Karen Russo can be reached at kkrusso@
aol.com •
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got word of the Property Owners’ bold 
attempt to get on Santa’s nice list. “They 
came in with a check the morning of it, so 
we sent out an e-mail and we Twittered and 
Facebooked that our fundraising goal was 
reached,” Shaw said.

Thanks to the donation of the Property 
Owners and others, the Santa float is scheduled 
to travel through local streets beginning on 
the evening of Monday, November 30. The 
float will be escorted by the Manhattan Beach 
Police Department and manned by a different 
community organization each night, stopping 
in the middle of the street and announcing 
its presence with holiday music. Children 
(and the occasional eggnog-imbibing adult) 
will then get their chance to tell Santa what 
they want for Christmas.

Manhattan Beach Chamber of Commerce 
Vice President Kathe Reiken recalled that in 
past years volunteers of the Kiwanis Club 
would donate time to work on the float, 
where it is stored in the Public Works yard. 
“Supreme Paint would put on a coat and 
donate the paint, and sometimes I’d have 
to buy a reindeer or lights,” Reiken said.

Craig Currie of Socal Production Source 
(SPCS Unlimited) donated his company’s 
time to refurbish the float beyond the simple 
repairs it normally receives. 

His company specializes in art and design 
projects for television and film, and Currie 
estimated three to four employees worked 
on the float for at least a week and a half. 
“As soon we got it, we realized that a lot 
of the wood was rotted and needed a lot of 
replacement,” Currie said.

Shaw said that aside from having to 
replace the floor and waterproof it, Currie 
and his team also found the electrical wiring 
for music and lighting needed extra work. 
“Everything was exposed, all the tires were 
flat, it wasn’t even in safe shape,” Shaw 
said. “There were infrastructure things that 
we didn’t know about until the team got in 
and worked on it, and it would never have 
happened without those guys.”

Reiken noted that the new float is largely 
different, from the new floor to freshly painted 
reindeer. “They’ve given it a whole new look, 
a major facelift, it’s looking great,” Reiken 
said. “They’re putting on all new lights and 
decorations, garlands…as they’re moving 
along, they’re tweaking some things.” 

Other groups and businesses have donated 
time and components, including Firestone 
Tires, which Reiken thanked for replacing the 
trailer’s tires at a big discount. “All we have 
to do is ask the community. The outpouring 
of time and money is just amazing,” Reiken 
said. “And when I call the organizations 
every year, it’s no problem. They just love 
doing it.”

Cherniak was a member of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce in the1960s when the 
organization began the Santa float tradition 
before other groups took over. “We were a 
bunch of young men between the ages of 
21 and 30 and we sat around and we raised 

money and we came up with the idea of a 
Santa float,” Cherniak said. “We had kids 
of our own and we thought it would be a 
worthy cause.”

He recalled the original float was some-
what less sophisticated than the new one. 
“Picture Santa sitting on a chair on the back 
of the truck and that’s about it; it was kind 
of rudimentary, believe me,” Cherniak said. 
“We had a generator on the back of the truck 
for electricity and it made a lot of noise, but 
nonetheless that was the Santa float… the 
kids enjoyed it to no end and they still do.”

Chamber President Helen Duncan pointed 
out that the float tradition is an important 
part of the holidays for residents. “Many 
people have planned their whole holiday 
party for when the float comes down their 
street-- generation after generation has done 
this,” she said.

For information about when the Santa 
float is coming to your neighborhood, visit 
manhattanbeachchamber.net. •

Members of the Manhattan Beach Property Owners Association present the newly refurbished Santa float. Pictured are Barbara 
Heacox, Tom Shoebotham and Gordon Cherniak. Photo provided by Gordon Cherniak.
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Santa wi l l  s top in  the
middle  of  each block.

SANTA’S HELPERS
Monday, Nov. 30:
Tuesday, Dec. 1:
Wednesday Dec. 2:
Thursday, Dec. 3:
Friday, Dec. 4:
Monday, Dec. 7:
Tuesday, Dec. 8:
Wednesday, Dec. 9:
Thursday, Dec. 10:
Friday, Dec. 11:
Monday, Dec. 14:

Tuesday, Dec. 15:
Wednesday, Dec. 16:
Thursday, Dec. 17:

AREA 1
AREA 2
AREA 3
AREA 4
AREA 5
AREA 6
AREA 7
AREA 8
AREA 9
AREA 10
AREA 11

AREA 12
AREA 13
AREA 14

Lion's Club
M.B.Young Professionals
M. B. Historical Society
Manhattan Beach Firefighters
Knights of Columbus
Victim’s Assistance Team
M. B. Public Works Dept
Kiwanis Club
Neighborhood Watch
Rotary Club
Manhattan Village &
     Leadership M.B.
Neptunian Women's Club
Soroptomist International Club
Manhattan Beach Police Dept.

Route begins at 5:30 pm at 19th St. & Ardmore Ave.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Blanche & 24th St.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Bell & 36th St.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at 23rd St. & Wendy Way.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Manhattan Beach Blvd & Oak St.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Redondo Ave. & Mathews.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at 2nd St. & Rowell.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Dianthus & 11th St.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at 6th St. & Meadows.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at 8th St. & Johnson.
Route begins at 7:00 pm at 18th St. & Redondo. From 6pm-  7pm
       Santa will be parked at the Manhattan Village main pool.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Marine Ave. & Rowell.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Pacific & Valley.
Route begins at 5:30 pm at Ingleside Ave. & 1st St.

2009

We would like to thank the Manhattan Beach Property Owners Association, SCPS Unlimited, Firestone Tires, Trilogy Spa
and the Public Works Department of the City of Manhattan Beach for their generous donations in both time and money.
And to the sponsors, businesses and residents who have made contributions, thank you for your help.  All of you have
made it possible for the cityʼs Santa Float to begin its journey throughout the community.

Santa Claus is coming to Manhattan Beach
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