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Tavern Hosts Home for the 
Holidays Pet Photo Op
By Duane Plank

Times are tough out there. Not just for us 
two-legged folks, but for many of the four-
legged animals who are sometimes the first 
ones to feel the pain of economic downsizing. 
Like our canine friends.

So as the holiday season kicks off around 
town, why not help out some :in need” dogs, 
have a holiday photo or two taken of your 
favorite pet, take part in a silent auction that 
could net you some choice Laker tickets, and 
have a little fun with some like-minded pet 
people? Why not trek down to the The Tav-
ern on Main in El Segundo next Wednesday 
afternoon for the second annual “Home for 
the Holidays Pet Photo Op?”

The festivities will begin at 3 p.m. and 
conclude at 8. All proceeds from the event 
will benefit the folks at Animal Rescue, who 
devote themselves to finding homes for at-
risk dogs who have been placed in shelters 
and are in danger of imminent euthanasia.

On a personal note, our family added a 
third dog a while ago to our little kennel. 
We picked up “Tiny” from a local shelter, 
and the spunky little Chihuahua-Dachshund 
mix has been nothing but fun. Tiny, known 
to a certain little lady by the name of JC as 
“Daisy,” was a day away from being put to 
sleep before we rescued her.

As noted, animal shelters are facing tough 
times because some people have found it nec-
essary to cut back on expenses, and sometimes 
those cuts involve having to forego the cost 
of taking care of a pet. This, unfortunately, 
adds to the homeless animal population. That 
is where concerns like Sparky and the Gang 
and Pal Rescue step in, trying to save the 
sheltered dogs before they are put to death.

Said Sherri Stankewitz, founder of Sparky 
and the Gang: “We rescue a lot of dogs that 
others don’t go after. Dogs with skin condi-
tions, with broken legs, eye injuries. Then 
we rehabilitate them, and adopt them out. A 
lot of them are three-legged.”

Pal Rescue will also benefit from the 
money raised next Wednesday evening. The 
people at Pal Rescue work to find homes 
for dogs that are abandoned, some left in 
filthy dumpsters. Stankewitz and her group 
deal with dogs on the shelter’s “Red List.” 
These dogs are scheduled to be euthanized 
within the next 24-hours unless they can find 
a home for them.

So if you are looking to help out our canine 
friends, and maybe be the hero who helps 
save the next “Tiny/Daisy,” c’mon out next 
Wednesday, bring your pet, take a picture or 
two, and enjoy the start of the holidays with 
some pet lovers. •

HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY GORGEOUS! 

YOU’VE ALWAYS KEPT OUR SPIRITS HIGH
 LOVE ALWAYS, CHUCK AND BILL

Cityscape

By Mayor Kelly McDowell
I risk breaking my long-standing promise, 

because this column could be considered po-
litical in nature. But the issue is too important 
to me not to write about it. And I think it’s 
really important to you, too.

I want to make you aware of a land use 
proposal for our city that has come up recently.

The developers of our widely-praised new 
shopping center, Plaza El Segundo, have made 
a pitch to replace much of the additional 
retail development at the site, which is called 
for by their agreement with the city, with an 
entirely different plan.

What do they want to do instead?
They want to sell a bunch of land to the 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), 
the guys who raised your sales tax last year. 
What would MTA do with it? Build a depart-
ment store and restaurants?

Of course not. Agencies that raise your 
taxes don’t look after your best interests.

What MTA wants to do is put a giant 
maintenance yard for its huge fleet of trains 
near the corner of Rosecrans Avenue and 
Sepulveda Boulevard in place of a lot of the 
planned expansion of the shopping center. 
No kidding.

They have an alternate site in L.A. City 
that they could use, but, as usual, an outside 
government agency wants to dump a lousy 
land use in the City of El Segundo. We’re 
already home to two power plants and next-

door neighbors to a giant sewage plant and 
one of the world’s largest airports.

But for MTA staffers that isn’t enough. 
They want to burden us and our neighbors 
in Manhattan Beach with their screeching, 
screaming trains and take acres and acres off 
of our city’s property tax rolls forever with 
no benefit to us.

El Segundo’s city staffers just submitted 
a scathing comment letter, running almost 
25 pages, to the MTA about that agency’s 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 
for this proposed disaster.

As our city staff pointed out at a recent 
city council meeting, the DEIR is pitifully 
deficient. It didn’t even correctly identify the 
proposed site for the mammoth rail yard. 
MTA had it sprawled over property they 
would never even own.

They failed to identify most of the impacts 
this disastrous project would create, much 
less say how they would mitigate them, both 
of which are fundamental requirements of 
our state’s environmental laws. The MTA’s 
efforts made the LAX Master Plan DEIR 
from years ago look brilliant.

Speaking of which, our city is no stranger 
to environmental litigation. You probably 
remember that after we sued LAX under 
the environmental laws a few years back we 
ended up with over $70 million to insulate our 
residents’ houses at no cost to homeowners. 
I remember. I was the principal negotiator 
for our city and the other airport neighbors.

MTA: Think again. Think really, really hard.
We don’t want your rail yard. We will fight 

you if you persist with your crazy idea. And 
we will win.

Do you want to help stop this train-wreck-in-
the-making? Contact Supervisor Don Knabe, 
who represents our city and is on the MTA 
board. Tell him how you feel. Contact your 
city council members, too. They will help. 
I am confident of that. We’ve already met 
at length on this subject in closed session 
and, while I can’t reveal those discussions, 
rest assured that we are united.

And, of course, always feel free to con-
tact me. My email address is kmcdowell@
elsegundo.org and my cell phone number 
is (310) 930-0268. Get in touch any time.

We need to stop this crazy notion now. 
Please help us. Thank you. •

REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS
As a child in the north of England I lived 

near a lovely old house called “The Old 
Soldiers Home.” As I was wheeled around 
the streets in my stroller, and later walked to 
school and back, I knew many of the men 
who were living there, veterans of World 
War I, unable to care for themselves due to 
debilitating injuries suffered in that horrific 
conflict. I thought they were old, but they 
were still young men in what should have 
been the prime of their lives.

I was sent overseas with other evacuees 
to escape the bombs of World War II, and 
on my return, took the bus to school. One 

day, alighting from the bus, I saw Jack, an 
amputee, lying on the sidewalk, trying to 
reach his cane, which had fallen out of reach 
when he fell. 

I ran over to him, handed him the cane, 
and helped him up, saying “We have to look 
after your good leg, Jack!”

 “Ah, lass,” said Jack, looking at me with 
immense sadness in his bright blue eyes, “I 
haven’t any legs.”

There hasn’t been one November 11 in my 
long life that I haven’t remembered Jack, and 
all the others who sacrificed so much for our 
freedom, and continue to do so.

Mona Wenzel


