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July 23, 2009

Calendar

Saturpay, Jury 25, 2009

¢ El Segundo Auxiliary of Childrens
Hospital Los Angeles is having an Aloha
evening from 5 — 9pm $25 per person raffle
tickets are $10. For a week stay in Hawaii.
For tickets call 310-322-1257. All proceeds
benefit CHLA.

* El Segundo Concert Band is conjuring
up an enchanted forest for this summer’s
outdoor evening show “A Child’s Magical
Dreams.” Two magicians will mesmerize the
audience while the band plays music from
magical movies beginning at 6:30 pm in the
“Hollywood Quad” at the El Segundo High
School 640 Main Street. Bring a blanket or
chairs to sit on during the show, featuring
Hypnotic Hannes Hot Dogs and Paranormal
pizza that will be for sale. There are no
tickets to purchase simply donate what the
experience is worth to your family for an
evening’s entertainment.

Monpay, Juy 27, 2009

* The South Bay Chapter of the California
Republican Assembly will meet from 6:30
-8:30pm at the El Segundo Public Library.
Sergio Picchio, Chairman will speak 310-
4006-5429.

e The El Segundo Rotary Club will
hold its 12" Annual “Movie in the Park”,
Saturday, August 1*. The gates to Chevron
Park (corner of Sepulveda and El Segundo
Boulevards) open at 4:00 p.m. Free parking
in the structure on the corner of El Segundo
Boulevard and Illinois Street. Tickets are
available at the gate or in advance at Indus-
trial Lock and Security at the corner of Main
& Holly. Experience the film, Dreamworks
Animation Kung Fu Panda, enjoy the movie
in a picnic, festival like environment. There
will be games, activities, raffles and food
vendors for everyone to enjoy in the hours
leading up to the movie. For info 310-615-
0500 or visit www.movieinthepark.info
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

LireTiME EL SEGUNDO RESIDENTS
e Living Trusts/Wills ¢ Business Transaction/Organization ¢ Probate
¢ Contracts/Licensing Agreements ® Guardianships/Conservatorship
e Personal Injury ® Business Succession Planning ¢ Corporate Financing

m 310-540-6000 =

*AV Rated (Highest) Martindale - Hubbell
**Certified Specialist Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law, State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization

¢ El Segundo Fire Department is offering
CPR classes during the month of August.
The classes will be on each Thursday from
6:00 to 9:00pm. $40 for residents, $45 for
non-residents. 310-524-2236.

¢ El Segundo Police Department’s Com-
munity Watch meeting, Wednesday, August
26 in the City Hall Quad, 300 Block of
Main Street, 6:30p.m - 8p.m. Officers will
discuss: Starting Neighborhood Watch on
Your Block, Why You Need to Report Suspi-
cious Activity, Child Event Issues: Curfew,
Dances, Football Games, Senior Citizen
Issues: Safety and Hazards In Our City and
don’t forget to bring your questions and
concerns! Hot dogs and refreshments will
be provided by ES Police Officer’s Associa-
tion. For Info/RSVP, contact Laurie Risk
310- 524-2274 or mailto:Irisk@elsegundo.
orgby August 21, 2009.

e The El Segundo Public Library is
offering literacy tutoring through trained
volunteers to help adults learn to read or
improve their reading skills. Students will be
matched with a tutor on a one-to-one basis.
If you or someone you know needs help with
reading, please call the El Segundo Public
Library at (310) 524-2728.

* Free Meal Program for the unemployed
at Hank’s Pizza and Snax Burgers 202
Imperial Avenue. Program runs through
December 31, 2009. Dine-in only, 5:00pm
— 9:00pm. Unemployment verification is
required, El Segundo residents only, beer
and wine excluded, one free meal per week
for each member of the household. Hank’s
310-335-0066 Snax 310-640-9766.

* The El Segundo Home Delivered Meal
prbatteries at the Hyperion Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Center every
Saturday and Sunday from 9:00-3:00 P.M.
at 7660 West Imperial Hwy, Gate B. 310-
524-2709.
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By Duane Plank

Did you see the avowed lefty, President
Barack Obama, throw out the first ball at last
week’s MLB All-Star game in St. Louie?
And when I say lefty, I am not referring to
the politics of the charismatic Prez. I am
just stating the fact that the hard-core White
Sox honk chucked the ball from the bump
with his left digit. A southpaw! Good to
see the Prez out and about. He has a pretty
demanding job and deserves to enjoy a day
at the old ballpark. Been on the job about
six months now. Wonder if he has accrued
enough time in office to be allowed a sick
day, or if he is still in the probationary period
that many employers stick new workers with
before they are allowed to start getting paid
vacation days and holiday pay?

Of course the compensation package that
the POTUS receives starts with his salary,
which according to a government website
is $400,000 per year. And VP Joe Biden
pulls down around $221k annually. And
Laker Lamar Odom turned down $10 mil
per? I digress.

But there are some nifty perks involved in
the government jobs, including flying around
in a spiffy airplane and being chauffeured
around in a finely-tuned vehicle.

Hey, you older folks out there, remember
the catch-phrase uttered by CBS news icon
Walter Cronkite, who passed away last week
at the age of 92? The venerable Cronkite,
who was the face of CBS News for many,
many years back in the day, was the anchor
for the Evening News from 1962 to 1981.
He used to close the 30-minute tape-delayed
broadcast with the phrase, “And that’s the
way it is.” And that is just the way it ap-
peared to be.

If Cronkite said it, it must be true. And it
was darn near amazing that all of the news
of the day, from all of the spots in the world,
could be condensed into about 22 minutes
of air time. If it wasn’t shown to us on the
Evening News, then it couldn’t have been
very important or meaningful, right?

First time that I remember seeing Walter on
the air was during the terrible late November
days in 1963 when he was rushed on screen
after President John F. Kennedy was shot in
Dallas. Cronkite’s initial report cut into the
broadcast of the soap As the World Turns.
The screen went to a “Bulletin” slide, and
Walter’s voice pronounced that, “In Dallas,
Texas, three shots were fired at President
Kennedy’s motorcade in downtown Dallas.
The first reports say that President Kennedy
has been seriously wounded by this shooting.”

For the next four days, a nation was glued
to their television screens as the situation un-
folded in Texas. Cronkite was part of a team
that basically stayed on the air, broadcasting
live for the better part of four days.

About an hour after the bulletin slide
interrupted the all-important comings and
goings of the soap opera crowd, Cronkite
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was handed a piece of paper as he continued
to update a nation on the tragedy in Dallas.
After reading the information, the anchor
did his best to compose himself, looked into
the camera, and uttered the words that every
American now riveted to the story feared.
“From Dallas, Texas, the flash, apparently
official. President Kennedy died at 1 p.m.
Central Standard time, two o’clock Eastern
Standard time. Some 38 minutes ago...”

An obviously shaken Cronkite then winces
and continues imparting the information
that Vice-President Lyndon Johnson will
presumably be taking the oath of office
and will become the 36th President of the
United States.

For the next few days, the network cov-
ered, the best they could, the assassination,
the subsequent arrest of Lee Harvey Oswald,
and the murder of the incarcerated Oswald
by Jack Ruby. Plus the incredible spectacle
of JFK’s Washington, D.C. funeral.

There was a time, folks, when no such
thing as a 24-hour news cycle existed. Can
you believe it? There was also a time when,
yee gads, we had to watch TV without cable.
So we relied on getting our national political
info from the gentleman on channels two,
four and seven.

Cronkite reported on many, many cata-
clysmic events as the lead on the Evening
News. There was the vexing Vietnam War, the
Apollo landing on the moon, the Watergate
affair. A heady time, to be sure, to be the
face that a majority of Americans turned to
in order to get the straight dope.

Walter stepped down from hosting the
Evening News broadcast in 1981. The iconic
broadcaster had turned 65, and was, some
say, forced out of the anchor chair by the
mucky-mucks at CBS, who wanted to re-
invigorate the broadcast by bringing in the
youthful-looking Dan Rather.

Cronkite signed off on his final broadcast
from the anchor chair on March 6. After a
short comment, he concluded: “Old anchor-
men, you see,don’t fade away. They just keep
coming back for more. And that’s the way
it is: Friday, March 6, 1981. I’ll be away on
assignment and Dan Rather will be sitting
in here for the next few years. Goodnight.”

And that was the end of an era. See ya,
Mister Cronkite. We will miss your friendly
face, your reassuring words in a time of
upheaval.

Course you wonder what Cronkite and the
news-gatherers and reporters of his era would
think about the way the “news” is covered
today. Gotta believe that they would marvel at
the technological innovations that have been
implemented. Heck, if we so choose, we can
basically watch wars live. From anywhere.
Anytime. On demand.

But we are also inundated with the pop
news cycle, in which, somehow, celebrity
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OBITUARIES: Monday at noon.
CALENDAR ITEMS: Prior Friday at noon.
PEOPLE ITEMS: Prior Friday at noon.
DISPLAY AD CHANGES: Prior Thursday at noon.
CLASSIFIEDS: Tuesday at noon.

LEGAL NOTICES: Monday at noon.

NEW DISPLAY ADS: Prior Thursday at noon.
REAL ESTATE ADS: Monday at noon.

AD CANCELLATIONS: Prior Thursday.

LATE CANCELLATIONS WILL BE CHARGED 50% OF AD




