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How Well Do You Know 
Your Town’s History?

Abridged from A Walk Beside the Sea
By Jan Dennis

Overwhelmed by the growth of the com-
munity, the City of Manhattan Beach was 
trying to make new residents welcome. In 
1951, the City Clerk sent out a letter to all 
new residents. It read: “Dear…, It is with 
distinct pleasure that we extend to you a 
warm and hearty welcome to our ‘Friendly 
City of Homes.’ We want you to know that 
it is our sincere desire to assist and cooperate 
with you in any way possible to make your 
residence in Manhattan Beach a pleasant 
one. Please feel free to call upon us at any 
time for information or service required…it 
is our aim to create a friendly and helpful 
relationship between our city government 
and its citizens.”

In many ways, the City compared its offi-
cials to the officers and directors of any large 
business enterprise anywhere in the country. 
The main goal was to run that enterprise in 
an economical and efficient manner and in 
accordance with the wishes of the majority 
of the stockholders…in this instance, the 
citizens of Manhattan Beach.

In the mid 1950s, heavy rain created lo-
cal flooding hazards along many streets and 
other areas, prompting residential concern. 
One such area was the Brown Ranch, now 
the location of Polliwog Park. “El Rancho de 
Juez,” owned by Judge Benjamin Brown, had 
been a part of the Redondo Land Company 
when it was subdivided, surveyed and filed 
for record on September 3, 1897.

The ranch was not only a working ranch 
with palomino and quarter horses, but a 
wonderful spot for social events. Powwows 
attended by athlete Jim Thorpe and Indian 
tribe leaders were often seen at the ranch. 
Barn dances were held by Northrop employ-
ees. Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts used the 
facilities as well as Little League players.

With the surrounding areas being built up, 

developers were given the okay from City 
engineers to drain onto the Brown Ranch. 
This placed a major portion of the 30-acre site 
under water. After a heavy rain, the pond that 
was normally only inches deep could swell to 
four feet. Often one could see boats towing 
water skiers over the pond. Many residents 
felt that the pond was a health hazard.

Spearheaded by the Women’s Club of 
Manhattan Beach, local citizens worked to 
place a bond issue on the ballot in order 
to purchase the ranch for the purpose of 
developing a park. The hope was that Los 
Angeles County would join with the City to 
create a regional park. However in 1955, the 
County determined “that the area was not 
suitable for regional park purposes.” The 
County Commission’s report stated that “the 
depression area, even in the future, would 
appear to limit the usefulness of the site for 
active recreation purposes.”

The Manhattan Beach Unified School 
District owned eight acres adjacent to the 
ranch. On July 12, 1956, the District filed 
condemnation proceedings under eminent 
domain, requiring the acquisition of the Brown 
Estate Ranch. After a long court battle, a 
settlement was reached whereby Mrs. F.T. 
Brown received $60,000 for the property, an 
amount lower than the appraiser’s value. In 
later years, the District leased a portion of the 
property to the City in order to develop Pol-
liwog Park. The park was dedicated in 1976.

Meanwhile, the city’s infrastructure was 
improving and new homes continued to be 
built, giving residents a chance to enjoy 
community recreational programs. In 1954 
on the old Brown Ranch, Premier Little 
League was the first baseball organization 
established for young boys. The City at one 
time sponsored a baseball program, but that 
was canceled due to complaints about using 
taxpayer dollars to subsidize it.

To be continued… •

Looking north from Manhattan Beach Boulevard across what is now Polliwog Park. At the center of the water’s edge is Premier Little 
League baseball field. 

Looking west to the Begg pool and school, to the top left the water tower on Rowell Avenue. A flood-swollen Polliwog Pond was a 
great source for boating fun after a rain. 

Crime Reports

MOVIE PROP AUCTION
SATURDAY, OCT 24 @ 11am

Compiled by Evan Ortega
VEHICLE BURGLARY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
A man parked his 2006 Mercedes SUV in 

the upper 26th Street parking lot around 11:45 
a.m. before changing his clothes and putting 
them in the back seat. Leaving his wallet in 
the clothes, the man hid his key in a hide-
a-key device and left. He returned around 2 
p.m., opened his Benz and changed into his 
shorts, which still contained his wallet. The 
man then drove to a surf shop in Hermosa 
Beach where he noticed his debit and credit 
cards were missing along with $250 cash. 
He called his bank to report his debit and 
credit cards stolen. The bank said there was 
a $1 authorization charge to his credit card 
and a $2,000 charge at an automotive shop 
in Hollywood. The victim said there were no 
signs of forced entry to his car and that he had 
no idea about the transaction in Hollywood. 

GOLF BALL VANDALISM
MONDAY, OCTOBER 5

A man opened the door of his residence 
in the 1300 block of 6th Street around 7 p.m. 
to accept a delivery when he heard a loud 
noise. The man and his wife looked around 
their house and saw no damage until the 
wife went into their home office to close a 
window. It was there where she discovered 
a large hole in the residence’s north-facing 
window. The man looked around for objects 
that could have broken the window and no-
ticed three golf balls in the pool, which he 
thought caused the damage. He told officers 
he owned no golf balls and thinks young 
children in the house behind him could have 
thrown them. An officer went to the house 
but nobody answered the door. He noted the 
home was for sale with a lock box on the 
front door. The cost to replace the window 
was estimated to be $250.

STOLEN SHOTGUN
MONDAY, OCTOBER 5

Around 6 p.m. on Sunday, a man placed 
his $2,000 Beretta shotgun and five boxes of 
ammunition in the cargo area of his car in 
anticipation of going shooting the next day. 
Around 10:30 a.m. the next morning the man 
got into his car, which he left parked outside 
of his house in the 2900 block of Palm Av-
enue. Inside, the man found personal items 
from inside the center console strewn about 
his vehicle and noticed and his hunting gun 
and ammunition were missing. The victim 
acknowledged to officers he believed he left 
the car unlocked. Aside from the weapon 
and ammo, thieves also got away with $90 
in quarters and silver dollars, a $25 Vista 
gift card and $400 in miscellaneous shoot-
ing supplies.

VEHICLE BURGLARY
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6

A man parked and locked his 2008 Audi 
in the 200 block of 45th Street around 5 p.m. 
He placed his key in the surfboard rack and 
left to go surfing before returning around 8 

p.m. On the drive home, the man realized 
somebody stole his $200 iPod, $100 iPod, 
$300 iPhone and wallet. When the victim 
called his bank to report his check card 
stolen, the bank representative said that 
somebody used his car for a purchase at 
Target in Redondo Beach. 

HYBRID CAR THEFT
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7

A man returned to his home in the 200 
block of 30th Place after a trip with his 
girlfriend and found his Hybrid 2007 Toyota 
Highland stolen from his garage. He was 
also unable to locate his spare keys, which 
he left on a counter in the front room. The 
man last saw his car on Friday 9/18 at 5:30 
in the morning. He had parked and locked 
his car in his garage, which he also locked 
before going on his trip. The victim stated 
his cleaning lady had a key to his house and 
that her niece might have cleaned the house 
while he was gone. The victim’s girlfriend 
said she returned from the trip on Wednes-
day 9/30 but never went into the garage and 
therefore didn’t know if the car was inside. 
The energy efficient vehicle contained a pair 
of $400 Chrome Hearts sunglasses and a 
$4,000 Kenwood entertainment system that 
included two television headrests, a DVD 
player and stereo. 

SHOPLIFTER ARRESTED
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12

Police responded to an electronics store 
in the 3600 block of North Sepulveda Bou-
levard around 6 p.m. after loss prevention 
officers reported observing a shoplifter in 
action. They reported the suspect’s actions 
to a dispatcher who relayed information to 
responding officers. Loss prevention officers 
said the suspect had selected a $230 Creative 
Zen 32GB MP3 player and cut its plastic 
security clamshell covering using a pair of 

See Crime Reports, page 19


