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with local dispatch while noting that is also 
faster than a regional system and has been 
instrumental in reducing El Segundo’s crime 
levels. Police Chief Dave Cummings agreed, 
but pointed out that the Hawthorne-based 
South Bay Regional Communication Center 
(RCC) has fixed many of the problems that 
spurred El Segundo to jump ship and go inde-
pendent almost a decade ago. The advantages 
to going regional, he said, include access to 
overlapping resources, radio frequencies and 
increased staffing. 

Mayor McDowell declared that it would 
“take a lot of convincing” for him to sign on 
to the concept of going back to a regional 
communication system and remained skepti-
cal about RCC’s management. However, he 
was open to studying the matter further and 
would consider future staff recommendations 
on the matter.  

Though serious, El Segundo’s impending 
budget shortfall was not deemed a fiscal 
emergency, and the City is still in better shape 
compared to most other municipalities. As a 
result, a few controversial revenue-generating 
and cost-saving options won’t see the light 
of day for now. Among the items that didn’t 
make the cut: charging residents for trash 
collection (referred to by Mayor McDowell 
as a “sacred cow” since the City has always 
subsidized this service), and increasing bed 
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and utility user taxes. McDowell noted that 
El Segundo’s low bed tax rate is a big reason 
hotel developers continue to build here even 
during a recession.

Despite protests from Councilmember Don 
Brann, El Segundo Unified School District 
will not receive an additional $150,000 on 
top of the City’s standard annual contribution 
of $250,000. ESUSD garnered $400,000, 
plus in-kind contributions for the current 
fiscal year—a total Brann hoped to extend 
another two years in light of the District’s 
ongoing financial struggles.  

Meanwhile, the Council is also expected 
to reduce the City’s legal consulting fees and 
look into offering early retirement incentives 
to qualifying employees. The latter move could 
save in the neighborhood of a half-million 
dollars depending on who leaves and which 
positions are restructured. Salary savings due 
to job attrition is another option. Meanwhile, 
the Council directed Wayt to approach all 
local unions about reopening negotiations 
in hopes of reducing annual salary increases 
built into labor contracts.

Incorporating recommendations from last 
Wednesday’s meeting, staff will prepare and 
present the 2009/10 preliminary budget to 
the Council on August 18. Final adoption 
is scheduled in September.

HS Baseball Field Getting a 
Facelift
By Gregg McMullin

The high school baseball field is getting 
a much-needed renaissance and the first 
since it was conceived some 30 years ago. 
The history behind the high school baseball 
field hasn’t been chronicled too much but 
nevertheless it has served as the only practice 
field for the high school teams for over three 
decades. The Recreation Park baseball field 
has gone through a series of makeovers over 
the years because of safety concerns. With the 
revitalization of the high school field, it will 
help alleviate any lingering safety concerns 
as well as serve as a great practice facility 
capable of hosting games too.

When John Stevenson came to El Segundo 
to teach and head the baseball program 50 
years ago, the team practiced and played its 
games at the Rec Park field currently called 
Stevenson Field. Back then, the Rec Park 
field had an ice plant on the banks in the 
outfield and there was a drainage ditch in 
right-centerfield. An electric scoreboard was 
eventually placed in the outfield near the 
ditch and large accommodating stands were 
placed on the third base side of the diamond. 

The ice plant and the drainage ditch 
were removed in the 1960s, and during a 
winter storm in 1980 the large set of stands 
were damaged and replaced with a smaller 
version. Eventually the scoreboard in the 
outfield became outdated and it was more 
cost-effective to replace it too. That occurred 
just two seasons ago. In the early 1970s, a 
second story was added to a building behind 
home plate to accommodate a better snack 
bar, meeting room and an announcer’s booth.

The high school field was once a playing 
field for the junior high school that used to 
be situated in the buildings behind the current 
high school baseball field. The playing field 
had a small rolling hill on it along with a 
couple of outdoor basketball courts. When 
the new junior high school was opened 
for the 1965/66 school year, the old junior 
high classrooms were converted into more 
classroom space for the high school while 
the field in front served as additional practice 
areas for the football team. 

While the varsity baseball team would 
hold their practices at Rec Park, the junior 
varsity team would conduct their practices 
at a site called Thompson Field. Thomson 
Field was located on the far west part of town 
where Hillcrest Avenue and Walnut Street 
meet. It was across from the El Segundo 
National Little League’s Lil’ Candlestick 
Park. Thompson Field had a nice view of 
the Hyperion Plant and Pacific Ocean and 
was at times bitterly cold.

When developers came in and bought up 
the land comprising Thompson Field, the 
Little League field and a dilapidated Pony 
League field were converted into a housing 
tract. The only other baseball field in town 
was now a memory. That’s when the idea 
of converting the former junior high school 
playing field into a practice facility became 
something of a necessity. 

The concept became a reality for the 1980 
season and the practice field was in place. 
With the field being maintained by Bruce 
Parsons (Bruce was part of the school’s 
Field Maintenance Department), the field 
was as good as any in the South Bay and 
its infield rivaled Dodger Stadium’s. It was 
the first high school in the South Bay that 
featured three batting cages, but it also was 
the site of some games when Rec Park was 
rained out or there was a conflict. 

Eagle assistant coach Craig Cousins re-
members the field as a pristine venue that 
rivaled Rec Park. “Rec Park was the jewel of 
the South Bay and everybody wanted to play 
there,” he said. “When they came to the high 
school field, they were very envious of us.” 

Parsons would work on the field for hours 
on end and many of those hours would be 
on his own. The baseball program benefited 
with a great field to practice on and it was 

directly related to Parson’s contributions. 
When Parsons was forced to retire due to 
injuries, the baseball field’s maintenance 
became less of a focus for the Maintenance 
Department. The baseball team bought a 
tractor and other equipment to care for the 
infield and eventually took over maintaining 
the field themselves.

Currently the outfield gets cut by True 
Green, an outfit contracted by the El Segundo 
Unified School District. And for a number of 
years Bob Motta, his son Ray, Bill Erickson, 
Craig Cousins, Kevin Savage and others have 
put the infield back into the condition that 
Bruce Parsons once maintained. 

The renovations to the field itself come at 
an opportune time. Although the three batting 
cages will be reduced to two, they’ll be more 
effective, safe and secure. A tree located on 
Oak Street just outside of the field on the 
third base side was recently removed. It was 
tearing up the sidewalk and it was a safety 
concern. That will be the area where a new 
set of double gates for entry to the field will 
be located.

New and current storage containers will 
be placed on both sides of the baseball field 
to hold field maintenance equipment on one 

See HS Baseball, page 10


