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DOES AGE REALLY MATTER?
Not to our Residents.

That’s because true age is more a matter of perception than a

measure of time. The lifestyle at our community is designed to help

residents achieve a sense of balance over six key areas of wellness. It

enables them to improve and maintain health, while living

purposeful, self-directed lives. We call it Optimum Life®,

and it could be your lifestyle today.

Registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Interested?

To learn more about our exceptional
community, call or visit today and
discover why we believe the best life

to live is an Optimum Life®.

00968-ROP01-0708

Independent Living
5481 W.Torrance Blvd.

Torrance, California 90503

(310) 543-1174
www.brookdaleliving.com

• One affordable monthly fee

• Spacious apartments

• Full-service dining

• Housekeeping services

• Transportation

• Outings and/or events daily

Leasing:  Continental Development Corporation   2041 Rosecrans Ave., El Segundo, CA 90245
 310.640.1520  www.continentaldevelopment.com

C O N T I N E N TA L  PA R K
“It’s not just a Location; It’s a Lifestyle!”

SMALL 
spaces for

BIG
ideas

Continental Park offers office suites in  
all sizes. 
 Realize significant savings with a  
Mini Suite package providing use of a shared  
conference room and kitchen.
 Entertain your clients at The Daily Grill, 
Paul Martin’s American Bistro, Fleming’s 
Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar, Cozymel’s,, 
Romano’s Macaroni Grill, McCormick & 
Schmick’s Seafood Restaurant, Taiko, and  
P. F. Chang’s China Bistro.
 Work out at the Spectrum Athletic Club 
South Bay or 24-Hour Fitness.  
 Enjoy a movie after work at Pacific  
Theatres.
 Be part of a professional environment 
populated by major companies including 
Accenture, Apple One, City National Bank, 
Comerica, Deloitte & Touche, John  
Hancock Life Insurance, Konami, Merrill 
Lynch, Nikon, Northrup Grumman, The 
Peace Corps, Prudential Insurance, Rodale 
Press, Smith Barney and Wells Fargo Bank.
 Check out the South Bay’s largest  
office/retail/entertainment complex located 
along the Rosecrans Corridor in El Segundo/
Manhattan Beach.  Convenient access to the 
Metro Rail System, the 405 and 105 freeways.  
Ten minutes to LAX.

How Well Do You Know 
Your Town’s History?

Abridged from A Walk Beside the Sea
By Jan Dennis

More and more people realized the excel-
lent quality of life and the pride taken by 
its residents in the community. In a 1941, 
Chamber of Commerce slogan contest, the 
community was promoted as “Manhattan 
Beach for Home Life and Shore Life.” A 
prior slogan, “Manhattan Beach the Safest 
Beach in America,” gave the beach area a 
prime destination for fishing, sunbathing 
and surfing.

There was a great deal of attention given 
to the shoreline, however there was more 
to land development than the beach area. In 
January of 1940, a debate over the develop-
ment of the Sepulveda Boulevard corridor 
occurred between the City Council and 
many property owners, who had formed the 
Sepulveda Property Owners Association. The 
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group advocated either a business zone for the 
entire length of the street…to no zone at all.

The Planning Commission had proposed to 
the Council that the two-mile street frontage 
be zoned residential. However, it would not 
preclude spot zoning for business, providing 
the business concur to certain restrictions as 
to subject and type of structure. The issue 
was sent back to the Planning Commission 
to ponder. In later years, the entire street 
frontage would become zoned for business 
only (C-2 General Commercial).

Controversy was put before the City Coun-
cil again. With the continuing growth of the 
community and the expanding population, 
it was realized that the city needed a newer 
and larger dumpsite. Prior to a formal site, 
trash was placed in a hole and covered with 
sand, only to find much of the trash uncov-
ered after a bad windstorm. In the 1920s, 

the largest trash site was located south of 
Manhattan Beach Blvd., between Valley 
Drive and Highland Avenue, behind the 
Community Church. The good parishioners 
of the church were instrumental in getting 
the rubbish site relocated.

Over the years, trash disposal areas had 
been located in various locations within the 
city limits. A site developed by the WPA in 
the 1930s was west of Valley Drive at the 
southern end of the Dorsey Field. The area 
was filled in and is now the location of the 
Josyln Center.

By the Spring of 1940, the site located at 
the end of 29th Street in the 500 block was 
discontinued and a committee appointed to 
study the problem. 

For a short time the rubbish was hauled to 
a private dump site near Inglewood. However, 
the $40 per day charge at the location, was 
found to be too costly for the city and the 
program was disbanded. After an attempt 
to operate their own trash service, the city 
elected to have the trash hauled by outside 
contractors.

The end of an era began on May 12, 1940, 

with the gradual phasing out of the Pacific 
Electric Red Cars. Since 1925, the company 
had lost $30 million in revenue. With the 
demise of the system the company ventured 
into bus transportation. They claimed the 
bus service offered cheaper service. The 
new motor coach service provided 74 trips, 
except Sundays and holidays, between Los 
Angeles and the South Bay. The fifteen new 
buses had thirty-seven seats with individual 
lights, reclining seats and ran every half hour.

A year later the 139 miles of Oceanside 
track was torn-up at the rate of a half-mile 
a day. Residents worried that the right-of-
way would become a commercial blemish 
to the Strand.

 To avert a situation, the Manhattan Beach 
City Council ruled that the land, which had 
been valued at $180,000 in the city limits, 
could only be for beach use.

The beach was always an issue. The city 
quickly adopted new ordinances to fend off 
Neil S. McCarthy’s attempt to place barbed 
wire around that part of the beach, which 
he owned.

To be continued… •
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