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Housing Rights Program
Stands for Homeowners,

Renters

ORBLIRA oy e tuit Housing \aws

using Act,
[ the Civil Rights Act of 1968

Karina Arabolaza, director of outreach and education for the LA. area’s Housing Rights
Center, uses a display board to explain resident rights during the group’s monthly walk-in

clinics, which are free to the public.

By Erik Derr

Suzanne Leuvens thinks the only reason
she and her family live with her parents in
Inglewood today is because she didn’t know
her rights as a homeowner. As one of the
first waves of mortgage foreclosures hit the
Southland in 2007, Leuvens, a freelance
writer and single mother of two teenage girls,
lost one of her primary business contracts.

She also had to evict the
unruly woman to whom a
year earlier she had rented
one of her family home’s
four bedrooms.

Those two big financial
hits left Leuvens behind
in her mortgage payments.
Soon her lender made it
clear that foreclosure was
no longer just a threat but
the likeliest outcome. “It
wasn’t even one of those
adjustable-rate mortgages,”
she said. “The payments
still became too hard to
pay.” Initially, “I followed
the advice we were getting from the govern-
ment back then and tried asking my lender
for an easier payment plan. Boy, that was a
joke,” Leuvens said. “The only alternative
they offered me actually would have been
harder to pay than my regular payments.”

And when she called a federal phone line
for distressed homeowners, no one ever called
her back. Leuvens eventually decided, like
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Boyd’s Q & A

Boyd Jeffrey

Dear Readers, we apologize that last
week’s column had the wrong response to Ms.
Turcotte’s question printed. Our answer was
mistakenly switched with an earlier submis-
sion. Following is the Ms. Turcotte’s question
and Boyd’s answer, as it was intended. Again,
our apologies.

Dear Mr. Jeffery:

I obtained my house by way of a multiple
years long nasty divorce settlement. At the
time it has a mortgage of about $70,000.
I had to quickly refinance it to remove my
exspouses’ name and for addition funds to

pay my outrageous attorney fees. I ended up
with a World Saving variable rate loan. My
plan was to later refinance to a fixed. Over
the years since then I have been waiting for
interest rates to come down but finally went
to Navy Federal who could not put me into
a fixed loan for less or equal to what I was
already paying. Whereas I was now raising
two children on my own as a single mom
every penny counted - because just as I was
entering into the final part of the divorce
I lost my job when my employer suddenly
passed away. After having been out of fork
form a year I found a new job and resumed
working- Again waiting on interest rates and
the possibility of refinancing and paying off
debt incurred during the time out of work.
In the beginning of the loan I was paying
about $890 per month and now I am at about
$1200 a month even though interest rates
have fallen and property value/taxes have

problem after nine years I once again find
myself out of work and have been for these
past 4 months. Wachovia now holds the paper
on my house and I have written to them a
couple of times with no response back and
then suddenly I receive a letter stating I may
be eligible for a loan modification so I call
only to be told I am not. Why - because |
am not behind on my payment nor have |
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Great Income
Property!

Large duplex. 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath owners unit
+ 2 bedroom 1 1/2 bath unit. 2 enclosed, full 2 car
garages. Patios. Washer / Dryer
hook ups. New carpet, new paint, new appliances!

1213 East Sycamore
El Segundo

Huge! Oversized lot - over 19,000 square feet!
Outstanding eastside El Segundo location. Can be divided into

two lots. 3 bed, 2 bath existing home. Live now - build later.
Asking $1,479,000

In
Escrow

condition asking $629,000.

Large yard. Eastside.

« 2403 A Vanderbilt, RB-3BD 2 1/2BA Move-in
 Great Location 2BD/1BA 2 car garage. Clean.

 Large Lot & Great 2BD 1 1/2BA + Bonus
Room + workshop, 2 car garage. Westside.

« Commercial 7,000 sq.ft. space plus separate
lot for parking. Great corner location.

*Property Management Available*

RENTALS

e Downtown El Segundo office space. A + location. Parking
included. Air conditioning and wet bar. new carpet and paint.

¢ Fully renovated 2 bedroom 2 bath condo for rent. $1,875/mo.

e Large 2 bedroom 1 1/2 bath townhouse style apartment.
2 car garage with opener attached.

e Large 2 bedroom 2 bath apartment. Dishwasher, pool on site!

1103 EAST WA
Large 4 bedroom, 2 bath + bﬁn, master suite, balcony,
NOw ,
745 ET
2 hedroom%r hookups,
balcony, on site.

“Nobody Knows The Town Better”

El Segundo Family Since 1924

KIRK BROWN KIRK BROWN, JR.

REALTY

361 MAIN STREET, EL SEGUNDO

310-322-2726 or 310-322-0066




