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knew five years ago when I was hired that 
I had landed a great position and was very 
lucky,” Goss said. “And I haven’t changed 
my opinion at all.”

Richmond Street Elementary School Princi-
pal Dickie Van Breene had kind words to say 
about Goss. “Erin is a caring and nurturing 
teacher and much, much more. She calmly 
handles the most trying situations. Erin is 
compassionate and understanding. She is 
also a leader.”

John Eastman, 45, is a man of many careers. 
In addition to work in the film industry, he 
was also a financial advisor and independent 
insurance broker. Now he is the El Segundo 
Middle School Teacher of the Year. Eastman 
grew up in Michigan and came to Los An-

geles because he was interested in making 
films. He was working on his acting career 
when substitute teaching was suggested to 
him as a flexible job. Once he started sub-
bing, he couldn’t stop. “I never thought I’d 
be a teacher, but I loved it too much to not 
be one,” Eastman said. 

Eastman has been teaching for about 
seven years. This is his fourth year teach-
ing in El Segundo, where he also lectures 
about Medieval World and U.S. History at 
the middle school. He calls his Teacher of 
the Year recognition “extremely awesome.”

El Segundo High School Teacher of the 
Year Nancy Cobb, 65, didn’t always have a 
career in education. Though she spent four 
and a half years teaching at Santa Monica 

High School when she was just out of college, 
she later switched to a career in the executive 
search business, where she worked for over 
20 years. She even ran her own executive 
search company for 12 years. But after all 
that time in the business, she grew tired of it. 
“I was just getting burned out on executive 
search,” Cobb said. 

With her kids out of school and the eco-
nomic freedom available to make any choice 
she wanted, she decided after about a year’s 
worth of thinking that she really wanted to 
get back into teaching. Cobb left her own 
business and started at ESHS in 1998.

Cobb grew up on a farm in central Illinois. 
She knew at a very young age she was going 
to leave her home. She came to Los Angeles 

“to take an adventure.” Today, she teaches 
English at ESHS. 

The El Segundo Teachers Association 
holds the Teacher of the Year awards here 
in town. After the honorees are chosen, the 
District picks one of the four to represent the 
District for the Teacher of the Year award in 
Los Angeles County. This year, Cobb was 
selected to represent El Segundo. A selected 
teacher has the potential to go all the way 
to the national award. 

Cobb, who also received an El Segundo 
Teacher of the Year Award in 2006, feels 
pride in the El Segundo Unified School 
District. “We have a lot of good teachers in 
this district,” Cobb said, “I’m proud of all 
of them.” •

Erin Goss, Richard Street Elementary School Teacher of the Year. 

Nancy Cobb, El Segundo High School Teacher of the Year.

Donna Scaltrito, Center Street Elementary School Teacher of the Year.

John Eastman, El Segundo Middle School Teacher of the Year.The El Segundo Teacher of the Year Honorees stand before the board of education with their awards. From left to right: John Eastman, 
Donna Scaltrito, Erin Goss, and Nancy Cobb.


