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International Surf Festival 
Draws Thousands
By Evan Ortega

Lifeguards, paddle boarders, surfers, 
runners, swimmers, and volleyball and 
soccer players competed at the 49th Annual 
International Surf Festival, drawing tens 
of thousands of participants and spectators 
to South Bay Beaches. International Surf 
Festival Chairman Gary Crum reported that 
the festival had thousands of participants. 
“We had good participation through all 
of the events and were looking forward 
to next year,” he said.

Torrance and Redondo Beach hosted 
sand soccer while Hermosa Beach hosted 
the surfing championships, beach run, 
lifeguard dory race and youth swims 
and paddles. This year, Manhattan Beach 
hosted most of the lifeguard and junior 
lifeguard events, and, like always, the 

Charlie Saikley Six-Man Volleyball 
Tournament. 

What makes the Festival a great 
community event is the ease in which 
people can attend or compete, Crum 
noted. “We’re very much a participant 
oriented event,” he said. “We’re trying 
to get people to train and be physically 
active for whatever events they choose 
to participate in. There’s something for 
everyone.”

Lifeguards Compete
On Friday and Saturday nights under 

artificial light at the Manhattan Beach 
Pier, lifeguards and junior lifeguards 
came to compete against each other and 
exhibit their swimming, paddling, and 

Tom Barnett, representing Dockweiler Beach, rounds the final turn of  his leg in the Sprint Relay. Photos by Shelley Kemp.  For more photos go to: www.kemp.photoreflect.com

Lifeguard Competition Heats Up

City Considers Meters and Parking 
Permits Around Sand Dune
By Evan Ortega

Neighbors of San Dune Park attended 
Tuesday night’s Council meeting pleading 
for relief from the increasingly large crowds 
of non-residents using the park, nicknamed 
“Duners” by one resident, particularly dur-
ing summer.

The Council voted unanimously to direct 
the Parking and Public Improvements Com-
mission (PPIC) to study and review metered 
parking and a neighborhood parking permit 
program. “It’s the first new idea to minimize 
or reduce the impact on the neighborhood 
that we’ve come up with in many years,” 
City Manager Geoff Dolan said. “We believe 
that by metering the streets, charging an ap-
propriate charge to use them and providing 
permit parking the neighborhood, you will 
find people less inclined to use the park 
because it’s not quite as convenient,” Dolan 
said. “This idea may be an idea that would 
actually achieve some of the desired results 
in the neighborhood and still maintain the 
dune for our residents and those who want 
to use it.” 

With Councilmembers Mitch Ward and 
Nick Tell away on business, Mayor Portia 
Cohen and Councilmembers Wayne Powell 
and Richard Montgomery heard from city 
staff and fielded resident complaints for 
several hours. “As we would get the spikes 
in attendance we would get the spikes in 
complaints,” Parks and Recreation Director 
Richard Gill said. “We were trying to focus 
the busloads of people coming in more to-
wards the hours of eleven to three.”

Mayor Cohen asked Gill if he was being 
facetious about busses of people. To the 
laughter of park neighbors in the audience, 
Gill replied that he was not; he has seen 
busses drop off large groups of people at 
the dune.

Dolan explained how the problems neigh-
bors complain about are caused by the large 
crowds, most of them from out of town and 
even different states. “The staff is absolutely 
the first to admit that this has been the busiest 
summer we’ve ever seen out at Sand Dune….
clearly more people than ever,” Dolan said. 
“The ancillary activities that cause concern 
in the neighborhood have also increased, 
whether that’s traffic, or speeding, or parking 
problems or trash.”

Gill reported that most resident concerns 
involve concerns involve noise, parking, 
traffic, and littering. “A lot of socks, people 
go up and down the dune with their socks 

filled with sand and just leave them behind,” 
Gill said.

In order to alleviate some of the problems 
over the years, Gill said the city has changed 
park hours, banned bullhorns and whistles, 
installed new signage and more trash cans, 
added part-time staff, hired a full-time park 
ranger in 2003, dropped group use without 
a permit to under 15 people, installed a 
turnaround on 33rd to reduce congestion 
and limited groups from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Previous Councils have temporarily closed 
the park, although Gill has authority to do 
if he determines it is needed. 


