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Spicy Summer Concert Raises Money for 
American Cancer Society
By Jesse Blake McCann

Three guitarists sat on stools amongst 
interesting stage décor of antiques and a 
background of stacked instruments outlined 
in various shades of neon. They were poised 
and ready to play. The guitarist in the center, 
Jean Fritz, spoke into the microphone on a 
stand in front of her: “We’re going to have 
some fun,” she said, “Maybe [have] some 
dancing in the aisles.” Then the creative tal-
ent of Zerimar & Fritz broke into a smooth 
melody, with a prominent acoustic guitar 
supported by a strong bass. The band’s music 
floated out to the audience and the music 
filled the small theater. But the people in the 
seats were not only immersed in the music. 
They were also immersed in a goal: to turn 
the struggle against cancer in their favor. 

Last Sunday, a concert was held in El 
Segundo’s Old Town Music Hall to raise 
money for the American Cancer Society’s 
Relay for Life. This event also included a 
reception and a silent auction. Everything 
was hosted by the ZF Dancing Fleas.

The silent auction took place in the patio 
area of the Old Town Patio Cantina and Grill. 
Tables were set up and platters of food were 
served. Throughout the bar’s backyard, there 
were informational boards about the auction 
items. Some of the prizes to bid on included 
LA Kings tickets, restaurant and store gift 
certificates, and a stay at a Las Vegas hotel of 
the buyer’s choice. There were also tickets to 
purchase for a raffle. El Segundo businesses 
donated most of the prizes as well as the 
facilities the hosts used for the event, Betty 
Kirsch, media and publication chairperson for 
the El Segundo Relay for Life, said.

Mary Jane Clutter, 78, was sitting at one 
of the tables in the patio. She came out for 

many reasons: she had a lot of friends at the 
event, she likes the Old Town Music Hall, 
and she participated in the relay. She is also a 
cancer survivor. She developed breast cancer 
in recent years and had it removed through 
surgery. She describes herself now as “in good 
shape.” Clutter is in good spirits about her 
experience. “You just kind of accept these 
things,” she said, “I did, and it went well.” 
She added she was one of the lucky ones.

After the patrons filled their bellies with 
food and drink and finished their bidding, 
they moved across the street and crowded 

into the Old Town Music Hall for the con-
cert. But before that, the audience was in for 
a laugh. Actor and comedian Owen Smith 
gave a short stand-up performance before the 
music. His topics ranged from his family to 
Barack Obama to eating “boogers.”

Smith appeared last year at the event as 
well. He really likes the band Zerimar & 
Fritz. He also has another strong reason for 
being apart of the fundraiser. “My grandmother 
passed away of breast cancer,” he said, “So 

Beloved Musical Takes 
Youth Drama Stage
By Erik Derr

Singin’ in the Rain… Just mention the 
legendary musical film starring Gene Kelly 
and Debbie Reynolds and likely most, if 
not all, in earshot are left with visions of 
Kelly’s famous rain scene --- what else? 
--- dancing in their heads. But for 17-year-
old Jack Riordan, the rain has given 
way to deeper truths about life and love. 
“When I watched the movie,” Riordan 
said, he realized the story’s main character 
“was an everyday, average guy, not an 
untouchable god. The different classes in 
life are all relative. Movie stars are just 
like everyone else behind closed doors.”

Riordan, a senior this fall at El Segundo 
High School, plays main character Don 
Lockwood in an adaptation of Arthur 
Freed’s Singin’ in the Rain, staged by El 

Segundo’s Youth Drama program under 
the direction of Kristie Rutledge. The 
show’s four other main characters are: 
Kathy Selden, a struggling actress and 
Don Lockwood’s love interest, played by 
Colleen Ash; Cosmo Brown, Lockwood’s 
best friend, played by Sean Flanagan; 
Lina Lamont, the movie studio’s leading 
lady, played by Kelly Rae Moody; and 
movie studio boss R.F. Simpson, played 
by CJ Flanagan.

The show runs tonight, August 13, 
Friday night, August 14, and Saturday 
night, August 15, at the El Segundo 
High School auditorium. It runs again 
next weekend, August 20-22. Curtain is 
at 6:30 p.m. The El Segundo Recreation 

Chevron: Profile of a Partner

Members of the Trees to the Sea task force gathered on the Imperial Highway median to commemorate completion of the 1.3 mile irrigation system.  Congresswoman Jane Harman secured the primary 
funding from the USDA Forest Service for the system that delivers recycled water to the 520 Trees to the Sea.  Pictured are Councilman Bill Fisher, Mike Rotolo of TG Construction, former Councilman Jim 
Boulgarides, School Board Trustee Robin Funk, Director Ed Little of West Basin Municipal Water District, Gail Church of Tree Musketeers, Mayor Pro Tem Eric Busch, Victoria Cross of L.A. DWP, Joe Walters 
of West Basin, Chevron’s Lily Craig and Jim Kennedy of L.A. Councilman Rosendahl’s office.


