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MEPS Celebrates 
Grand Opening
By Brian Simon

Though it actually began operations 
in El Segundo during the summer, the 
Los Angeles Military Entrance Process-
ing Station (MEPS) will celebrate its 
official grand opening tomorrow morn-
ing with a ceremony and open house 
at 9:30 a.m. The complex at 1776 E. 
Grand Avenue is where enlistees for 
the various military branches go for 
physical exams, aptitude tests and 
background checks that determine their 
fitness to serve the country. Once they 
pass the necessary tests, the applicants 
can then be shipped out for training 
and assignment.

Tomorrow’s festivities will include 
remarks by various dignitaries includ-
ing event guest speaker El Segundo 

Mayor Pro Tem Eric Busch, station 
commander Lieutenant Colonel Juanita 
E. Cobbs (Army National Guard) and 
U.S. Marine Colonel Charles S. Dunston, 
who serves as commander of Western 
Sector, United States Military Entrance 
Processing Command. “The MEPS proj-
ect has reinvigorated an old industrial 
site with a state-of-the-art building,” 
said Busch. “This facility demonstrates 
El Segundo’s support for our military 
and the exceptional job they do.”

Construction on the new MEPS pro-
ceeded quickly, wrapping up less than 
a year after the project was approved 
by the El Segundo City Council. The 
two-story, 33,000 square foot medical 

A Homecoming to Remember

Class of 2011 wins the float contest with their entry. Photos by Marcy Dugan. www.marcyduganphoto.com.

City Rails on MTA Yard Project
By Brian Simon

The City of El Segundo will challenge 
“every aspect” of an environmental review 
for a proposed regional transit expansion 
project that could potentially bring a rail 
or bus vehicle fleet maintenance yard to El 
Segundo. At its meeting on Tuesday night, the 
El Segundo City Council (minus Don Brann, 
who was out of town) went ahead with staff 
recommendations to issue a letter detailing 
concerns about Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Transit Authority’s (MTA) Crenshaw Transit 
Corridor Project. 

MTA’s draft environmental impact state-
ment/report (EIS/EIR) studies both a light 
rail transit (LRT) and bus rapid transit 
(BRT) alternative, each designed to provide 
critical new north/south linkages between 
the South Bay, Los Angeles International 
Airport, Crenshaw Corridor, Downtown Los 
Angeles and other strategic points along the 
way. The 8.5-mile LRT option would extend 
from Exposition Boulevard on the north to 
the El Segundo-based Green Line station at 
Aviation Boulevard and Imperial Highway. 
The 12-mile BRT would run from Wilshire 
and Western boulevards through Los Angeles, 
Crenshaw Boulevard and parts of Inglewood, 
and connect to the same Green Line station. 
For each option, MTA identified two possible 
sites to build maintenance operations facili-
ties—one at Florence Avenue and Manchester 
Boulevard in Westchester and the other on 
Rosecrans Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard 
just east of Plaza El Segundo.

In its letter, City staff listed 16 problems 
with the EIS/EIR, including zoning, public 
safety, environmental and aesthetic issues 
as well as a discrepancy on exactly which 
parcels will actually be affected. “[MTA’s] 
document raises more questions than it pro-
vides answers,” said Planning Director Greg 
Carpenter during a PowerPoint presentation 
before the Council. “The report is only very 
brief and conceptual on the maintenance 
facility...Plans aren’t developed to a degree 
that allows us to ascertain what the issues 
will be, what properties will be impacted, 
and the size of the facility.” 

However, the City’s biggest concern is the 
impact on Plaza El Segundo and disruption 
of an envisioned community retail use at that 
location. The maintenance yard property not 
only includes some of the land planned for 
Plaza’s Phase II development but may also 
undermine two other projects necessary for 
that phase to move forward: relocation of 
a railroad and the build-out of Park Place, 
which now dead ends at the back of the 
Pacific Theatres parking lot on Rosecrans. 
That road needs to be extended across the 
site over railroad lines to allow throughway 
access to the development and to alleviate 
traffic. “The MTA project precludes the abil-
ity to extend Park Place,” said Carpenter. “It 
has significant impacts on Plaza El Segundo 
and the City’s ability to develop something 
economically beneficial there.”  

In summary, staff concluded that the plan 
as currently constituted will negatively im-

pact El Segundo and asked for a revision 
of the EIR/EIS that more fully discloses the 
potential impacts and possible mitigations. 
The comment period for MTA’s EIS/EIR 
ends on Monday, October 26. Those who 
wish to view the document may do so by 
logging on to www.metro.net and accessing 
the “Projects and Studies” link.

In a semi-related matter, the Council later 
in the meeting supported Mayor Kelly Mc-
Dowell’s request to formally oppose an MTA 
staff effort to impose a three percent local 
funding match upon cities through which a 
rail project will transit—even if there is no 
rail station located in the town in question. 
“It’s an ill-thought proposal,” said McDowell, 
noting that it would require cities to absorb 
three percent of the cost of a project “for 
the privilege of watching the train go by.”


