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ESEF Pledges $450,000 to SchoolsFire 
Prevention 
Week
Provided by James Carver

Once a child touches a hot stove, as the 
cliché goes—they learned their lesson: Stay 
away from a hot stove. This cliché does 
not take into account the pain and suffering 
from burns and burns should not be part 
of the learning process. This year, during 
Fire Prevention Week, October 4 through 
the 10, the El Segundo Fire Department is 
teaming up with the National Fire Protection 
Association and fire departments throughout 
the country to urge residents to “Stay Fire 
Smart! Don’t Get Burned.”  

This year’s campaign focuses on ways 
to keep homes fire safe and prevent painful 
burns. Additionally, the El Segundo Fire 
Department wants to remind all residents 
to plan and practice your escape from your 
home in case a fire occurs.

The statistics are staggering. Each year 
roughly 3,000 people die as a result of home 
fires and burns, and more than 200,000 in-
dividuals are seen in the nation’s emergency 
rooms for burn injuries.

The most common types of burn injuries 
result from fire or flame burns, scalds and 
contact burns. Burns are painful and can 
result in serious scarring and even death. By 
taking extra caution in your homes to ensure 
that the curling iron is out of your children’s 
reach or pot handles are turned away from the 
edge of the stove, such injuries are entirely 
preventable. Keeping our homes safe from 
fire and preventing devastating burn injuries 
is a healthy change we can make happen.

By following simple safety rules, you can 
“Stay Fire Smart! Don’t Get Burned”:

• Keep hot foods and liquids away from 
tables and counter edges so they cannot be 
pulled or knocked over.

• Have a 3-foot “kid-free” zone around 
the stove.

• Never hold a child in your arms while 
preparing hot food or drinking a hot beverage.

• Be careful when using things that get 
hot such as curling irons, oven, irons, lamps, 
heaters. 

• Install tamper-resistant receptacles to 
prevent a child from sticking an object in 
an outlet. 

• Never leave a child alone in a room with 
a lit candle, portable heater, lit fireplace or 
stove, or where a hot appliance might be 
in use. 

• Wear short or close-fitting sleeves when 
cooking.

• Set your hot water temperature no higher 
than 120 degrees.

• Install anti-scald valves on showerheads 
and faucets.

Again this year, the El Segundo Fire 
Department and the El Segundo Rotary are 
sponsoring the Fire Prevention Week Poster 
Contest. Students from the 3rd, 4th and 5th 
grades have participated by drawing a poster 
involving the Fire Prevention Week theme, 
“Stay Fire Smart! Don’t Get Burned.” Poster 
contest winners from each grade are being 
honored on Thursday, October 8 at the annual 
Fire Prevention Week luncheon sponsored 
by the El Segundo Rotary, and held at El 
Segundo Fire Station #1.

For more information on “Stay Fire Smart! 
Don’t Get Burned.” visit www.firepreven-
tionweek.org.

See ESEF, page 4Richard Lundquist and members of ESEF presenting a check to the School Board on September 22. Photo provided by Linda Johnson.

Pool Staff Commended for Saving Life
By Brian Simon

On Tuesday night, the El Segundo City 
Council recognized several local aquatic staff 
members whose efforts were instrumental in 
saving a man’s life at the Urho Saari Swim 
Stadium on August 27. That evening, 60-year-
old Plunge regular Jim Irby was swimming 
with his three-year-old El Segundo resident 
grandson in the small pool when lifeguard 
Katherine Long realized the man was unre-
sponsive. Senior lifeguard Bob Miera helped 
with the rescue by safely removing Irby from 
the pool onto the deck. As Lifeguard Carlie 
Day called 9-1-1, the other lifeguards on 
duty, Cody Scrivens and Ashley Guzman, 
cleared both pools and the deck.

Miera, with Long’s assistance, performed 
rescue breathing exercises on the victim until 
the paramedics arrived. Though still register-
ing a pulse, Irby had stopped breathing and 
was unconscious. In the meantime, Day 
and Guzman brought the grandson upstairs 
to color and to give him a piece of candy 
in order to distract him from the difficult 
proceedings below. 

After spending the night at the hospital, 
Irby was reportedly stable and alert the fol-
lowing morning. His wife stopped by that 
day to thank staff and to inform them that the 
paramedics and doctors treating her husband 
said whoever responded so promptly and 
administered rescue breathing truly saved 
his life. The victim’s family also expressed 
appreciation to Day and Guzman for shield-
ing the boy from the incident. At the end of 
the presentation, Irby himself stepped up to 
the podium to thank the lifeguards in person 
for saving his life. 

In other presentations, the Council pro-
claimed October as “Family History Month” 
and October 4-10 as “Fire Prevention Week,” 
noting of the latter that about 80 percent of all 
fire-related deaths in the United States occur 
in the home due mostly to cooking, heating 

and electrical fires that can be prevented with 
the proper safety precautions. 

In a proclamation in honor of National 
Tree Hugger Day, it was noted that Tree 
Musketeers will host an event in front of 
Marcie the Marvelous Tree (Memory Row) 
on October 17 at 11 a.m.,with a picnic to 
follow.

Finally, Ellen Cunningham from the El 
Segundo Public Library introduced the an-
nual “One City, One Book” program. This 
month, all residents are encouraged to read 
Garth Stein’s novel The Art of Racing in the 
Rain. Several local events will take place this 
month and in November in conjunction with 
the program and the chosen book, including 
a live video conference with the author.

Hotel Developer Changes Course

The developer of a previously approved 
six-story, 61,000-square foot, 167-room hotel 
at 101 Continental Boulevard wants to build 
a slightly larger property with fewer rooms 
at the same site. On Tuesday, the Council 
opted not to deny a request by JF El Segundo 
Owner, LLC to build a Cambria Suites Hotel 
instead of the originally planned Aloft Hotel. 

Under the new proposal, the applicant 
would construct a 71,000-square foot hotel 
with 152 rooms. The Cambria brand calls 
for larger room sizes with higher rates, plus 
more overall amenities (including double the 
fitness area and conference room facilities) 
and open space as compared to Aloft. The 
main point of contention is that the floor to 
area ratio (FAR) would also increase from 

See City Council, page 23

Bridge Grand Opening 

See Aerospace, page 23

The space community gathered together to celebrate the opening of the bridge. Executives from Boeing, JPL, Northrop Grum-
man, Lockheed, and Raytheon joined Congresswoman Jane Harman, Mayor Kelly McDowell, Dr. Wanda Austin, and LT Gen 
Tom Sheridan for a walk across the bridge. Photo taken by Eric Hamburg. 


