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SEED Awards to Honor 
El Segundo Eco Leaders
By Brian Simon

Three El Segundo companies and one lo-
cal organization will be recognized for their 
eco-friendly achievements next month during 
the second annual South Bay Environmental 
Development (SEED) awards program. The 
event, sponsored by the South Bay Business 
Environmental Coalition (SBBEC), puts the 
spotlight on businesses, groups and individuals 
exhibiting top-rate performance in improving 
environmental sustainability and quality of life. 

Founded in 1991, the SBBEC’s mission, 
according to its website, is “to assist businesses 
in developing and sharing environmental 
programs, ideas, concepts and issues that 
will lead to the encouragement of environ-
mental sustainability in our communities 
and to promote business development.” The 
agency is comprised of representatives from 
the public and private sectors and acts as a 
liaison between businesses, local government 
and communities on environmental issues. 

The SBBEC has conducted this award 
program for seven years in conjunction with 
the state’s Waste Reduction Award Program 
(WRAP), noted event co-chair Doug Krauss. 
“Last year we expanded the program to include 
all manners of environmental benefit,” Krauss 
explained. “It is a great way for businesses 
and the community to recognize environ-
mental stewardship and to encourage others 
to follow suit.”

In addition to being the home of four of 
the honorees, El Segundo is also the host 
of this year’s awards, which will take place 
September 24 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel on Imperial Avenue. South Bay 
elected officials, community leaders and busi-
ness owners will be on-hand with El Segundo 
Mayor Kelly McDowell serving as master of 
ceremonies. John Gage, one of the founders 
of Sun Microsystems and currently a partner 

with Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield and Byers 
(which invests in Greentech innovation and 
entrepreneurs) will be the keynote speaker. 
The program theme, Ride the Green Wave, 
“evokes the timeliness and importance of 
environmental sustainability,” according to 
the event press release, which goes on to 
say that “by recognizing the efforts being 
made locally, these awards help demonstrate 
to others how a few simple steps can make 
a significant impact. The Green Wave is in See SEED page 22

motion and we all must get on it, or face 
the consequences…”

 El Segundo Senior Administrative Analyst 
Lauren Mahakian, who devotes much of 
her energy to saving energy and overseeing 
local environmental outreach, was asked by 
the SBBEC to chair the event. “We started 
planning this over a year ago,” she said, not-
ing that the planning committee consists of 
staff from all the various South Bay cities. 

Licensing Your Best Friend
Dog Licensing anD other 

animaL controL issues
Provided by Lieutenant Raymond 
Garcia

The El Segundo Police Department 
strives to improve the quality of life for 
our citizens. We are asking for the as-
sistance and cooperation of dog owners 
throughout our community. 

Animal Control Officers will be 
contacting resident dog owners via 
telephone, door knocks, and random 
contacts to ensure that all dogs in the 
city are properly licensed. The value of 
updating dog licenses comes in several 
forms. First, when dogs are roaming 
freely in the city, the current tag, which 
should be attached to its collar, allows 
the department to identify the dog and 
contact the rightful owner. This process 
allows for a quick and safe return of the 
dog to its home. Secondly, annual registra-
tions ensure that these dogs have current 
vaccinations, including the possession of 
a valid rabies certificate to prevent seri-
ous complications for anyone who may 

suffer a dog bite. Police personnel are 
available 24 hours per day, seven days 
a week to accept licensing applications 
at the station.  Citizens are encouraged 
to come in at their convenience and 
complete the application process. As 
stated above, the department is looking 
for voluntary compliance in keeping 
dog licenses updated on an annual basis. 
Failure to comply with this law may lead 
to a citation.

The department is also reminding 
residents to keep their dogs on leashes 
whenever they leave their property. The 
law requires that all dogs, whenever in 
public, with the exception of inside the 
city dog park, must be restrained by a 
leash no longer than six feet in length. 
Any violation of this section will subject 
the handler to a citation.

Lastly, all dog owners should be mind-
ful of their neighbors. Please clean up 
all messes created by dogs in public and 
ensure that any unnecessary barking is 
eliminated so that all citizens can enjoy 
the high quality of life in this city. •

New School Year Fast Approaching

El Segundo High School


