
El Segundo Herald
The Weekly Newspaper of El Segundo

Herald Publications - El Segundo, Manhattan Beach, Hawthorne, Lawndale, & Inglewood Community Newspapers Since 1911 - Circulation 30,000 - Readership 60,000 - (310) 322-1830  -  Vol. 102, No. 32 - August 06, 2009

Weekend
 Weather
  Forecast

 Inside    
  This 
   Issue

B u s i n e s s  &

  Professional..........22

Ca lendar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Classifieds.................19

Crossword.................19

Dear Carol..................16

Food & Restaurants.......5

Frankly Plank..................6

Obituaries.........................4

Pets...........................2

Political Penguin..... .8

Real  Estate . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Sports...........................6,7

Friday

Mostly Sunny

78˚

Saturday

Mostly Sunny

78˚

Sunday

Sunny

79˚
See Movie, Page 23

See Water, Page 21

See Polo, Page 7
El Segundo Boys Varsity Water Polo Team. (Left to Right) Stephen Lasky, Max Reynolds, Anton Hedayat, Grant Hogoboom,Ryan Kigawa, Jeff Allison, Corby Cordobes, Morgan Sommo, Jackson Hogoboom, 
Beau Blacksten, Matt Ginther, Evan Peterson, Johnathon Combs, Oscar Chen, Chris Cordobes. Photo by Sharon Blacksten. 

Best Summer in School History!

A Movie Under the Stars 
at Chevron Park
By Jesse Blake McCann

It stood like a white monolith over the 
crowd of people on the grass in front 
of it. They came from all around to see 
it. Suddenly, as the last of the sunlight 
faded from the evening sky, the mam-
moth white screen lit up. The crowd 
looked up from their picnic blankets 
with eager gazes. They knew what time 
it was: Movie time!

Last Saturday, the El Segundo Rotary 
Club organized and presented the 12th 
Annual Movie in the Park. Chevron 
Refinery opened up its private park off 
El Segundo Boulevard to host this event. 
Everyone was welcome and gladly paid 
the $4 ticket price. “Everybody just en-
joys coming and having a family day,” 

El Segundo Rotary Club President Julie 
Warner said.

Before the movie began, a mini fun-
fair took place at 4 p.m. near the big 
white screen, with food, entertainment 
and fabulous prizes. Vendors provided 
food at the event. Event co-chair Mi-
chele Rogers said their presence was 
significant for their own benefit. “Our 
vendors are…very important because 
they are usually service clubs in our 
community or surrounding communities 
who use this as their biggest fundrais-
ers,” Rogers explained.

The Rotary Club of South Bay Sunrise 
was cooking up hot dogs, the Westchester 
Moose Lodge was flipping burgers, and 

Water Rates on the Rise?
By Brian Simon

Local residents and businesses may see 
significant increases in their water bills this 
fall, thanks to the ongoing drought and con-
tinued price hikes imposed on the City of El 
Segundo’s own water rates. During Tuesday 
night’s City Council meeting, a representa-
tive from consulting firm AKM Engineers 
revealed that the City’s costs for potable 
water will go up 22 percent next month, 
the second increase this year alone with an 
overall jump of 65 percent since 2003. To 
keep its water enterprise self-sufficient, the 
City will need to increase capacity (fixed 
costs and emergency fund monies) as well 
as consumption charges each of the next five 
years—or else face a whopping $3.6 million 
loss in water revenues out of its general fund.

El Segundo purchases its water from West 
Basin Municipal Water District (which gets 
its supply from Metropolitan Water District) 
and in turn sells it to local residential and 
business customers. In addition to potable 
(safe to drink) water, West Basin supplies 
four types of recycled water to industrial 
customers for irrigation purposes. About half 
of local water usage is recycled.  

After analyzing the City’s costs, the 
consultant recommended increasing local 
customer capacity charges 24 percent in 
2009/10, followed by two annual hikes of 10 
percent and three more years at five percent. 
Under the plan, consumption charges will 
go up 50 percent in 09/10 followed by 4.2 
percent annual increases over the next five 
fiscal years. In terms of dollars and sense, 
an average single family water bill of $31.14 
will swell to $44.28. 

Meanwhile, the City’s current mark-up 
(which has remained the same since 1999) of 
30.5 cents per 100 cubic feet (a cubic foot is 
roughly 7.5 gallons) on recycled water sold 
will also jump to 56.14 cents per 100 cubic 

feet under the plan. Despite the proposed 
increases, El Segundo water bills will still 
be lower than those of all the immediately 
surrounding cities and only higher than Santa 
Monica’s, the consultant reported.

The Council won’t be able to implement 
the price hike without the approval of local 
water customers, however. According to 
provisions of Proposition 218, a city cannot 
impose tax and most revenue increases if a 
majority of the affected property owners pro-
test it—which in this case they will have the 
opportunity to do by sending back a protest 
ballot the City will mail out. This process 
allows the City to track which properties 
the ballots are coming from and to ensure 

there aren’t multiple protests per parcel. But 
before the ballots can be mailed out, the City 
must first set the suggested rate schedule. On 
Tuesday, the Council wasn’t quite ready to 
do so because of concerns about how the 
proposed rate system is structured. Mayor 
Pro Tem Eric Busch and Councilmember 
Carl Jacobson felt the adopted schedule 
should contain at least one or two additional 
consumption tiers to incentivize potable water 
conservation and create more savings pos-
sibilities. Busch and Mayor Kelly McDowell 
touched upon various conservation programs 
(some free) that could help ease the burden, 
including low-flow showerheads, low-flush 


