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The Fusion Youth Synchronized Skating team won the gold medal at the 2009 ISI Recreational World Championships.

Skating Through the Finals

Tree Musketeers Unveils 
New Digs
By Brian Simon

With the completion in 2008 of the 
four-year Trees to the Sea project that 
transformed the once-barren Imperial 
Highway median into a lushly land-
scaped, eco-friendly sound barrier from 
the adjacent airport, the El Segundo 
youth-led environmental organization 
Tree Musketeers has now set its sights 
on greening the inside of town parcel 
by parcel.

The aptly named Hometown Forest 
project will use environmental enhance-
ment and mitigation grant monies from 
Caltrans to shore up vacant tree sites 
identified in various residential neighbor-
hoods around town. Representatives from 
Tree Musketeers have begun visiting local 
homeowners to offer them a choice of 
species from El Segundo’s Master Tree 
Plan and to organize fall plantings. The 
group’s goal is to fill at least 200 of the 
400 empty spots over the next two years, 
depending on homeowner cooperation. 

“During drought is the perfect time to 

plant trees,” explained Tree Musketeer 
youth manager Samantha Cano. “They 
require 60 percent less water than grass to 
help keep our streets green and property 
values up. They also make rain through 
the transpiration process.” Trees when 
mature will also remove 98 pounds of 
pollutants from the air each year, Cano 
added.

The Hometown Forest was one of the 
major components on display two weeks 
ago at Tree Musketeers’ ribbon cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the recent open-
ing of its new youth leadership center at 
305 Richmond Street. Over 60 guests, 
including City of El Segundo officials, 
business leaders, friends and supporters, 
attended the September 3 event at the 
former home of Colors Furniture (which 
since moved to Main Street). 

The light and airy 1,200-square foot 
space includes a fenced-in meeting room 
showcasing over 20 years of awards 
as well as bulletin boards and posters. 

See Skaters, page 18

City Council Recap: Budget Adopted, 
Schools to Get Added Funding

By Brian Simon
Although El Segundo schools will receive 

millions less in State funding compared to 
last year, they won’t lose a single penny from 
the City of El Segundo. So it was decided 
on Tuesday evening as the El Segundo City 
Council voted at the 11th hour to maintain 
a $400,000 financial contribution to the El 
Segundo Unified School District as part of 
the City’s just-adopted 2009/10 fiscal budget.

The last-minute move was the most notable 
revision in what was described by Mayor 
Kelly McDowell as the most difficult and 
painful budget process he has ever experi-
enced. Thanks to marked drops in various 
tax revenues coupled with increasing salaries, 
workers’ compensation and pension costs, 
City staff projected a $5.9 million budget 
shortfall for 2009/10. During a July strategic 
planning session, the Council shaved all but 
$400,000 of the deficit without sacrificing 
jobs, programs or services, only to find 
itself another million dollars in the hole a 
few weeks later when the State passed its 
own budget and “borrowed” money from 
municipalities. 

To bridge the remaining gap, staff recom-
mended pro rata cuts through the various City 
departments while still avoiding any layoffs 
or furloughs. Perhaps the most controversial 
cut was to run short by two firefighters during 
overtime situations. Staffed at 19 personnel 
per 48-hour shift, the department will operate 
as low as 17 if two firefighters are absent 
at any one time due to vacation, injury or 
illness. In the past, existing personnel jumped 
in and assumed those hours. Now the spots 
will remain vacant, saving the City close to 
a half-million dollars in the process.

The Council stuck with that decision de-
spite an assertion by El Segundo Firefighters’ 
Association President Chris Thomason that 
the staffing reduction will “impact the safety 

and workload of employees represented by 
the union.” During the budget public hear-
ing, Thomason explained that current fire 
department staffing is based on an early 
1980s master plan that actually called for 
21 personnel, not 19. “El Segundo has more 
hazards per square mile when compared 
to surrounding cities,” he said, noting the 
inordinate number of high rises in town as 
well as the presence of Chevron, aerospace 

giants, major traffic corridors and hotels. 
Thomason added that any reduction of per-
sonnel should not be considered without an 
empirical study of impacts, and suggested that 
the Firefighters’ Association might be willing 
to consider a reduction in compensation in 
order to enhance staffing levels.

As for school funding, the Council in the 
previous budget meetings voted to return to 

See City Council, page 22


