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Annual Golf Tournament Tees Off

Roundhouse Marine 
Studies Lab and Aquarium

AQUARIUM ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION SET FOR 

OCTOBER 9
By Lynne Gross

A public celebration at the Manhattan 
Beach Roundhouse from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
on Friday, October 9 will mark the 30th 
anniversary of the founding of the Marine 
Studies Lab and Aquarium. In November 
1979, Manhattan Beach volunteers estab-
lished a non-profit corporation, known 
as Oceanographic Teaching Stations, Inc. 
(OTS), to convert the then empty Round-
house into a marine interpretative center 
focused on educating the public about the 
Santa Monica Bay.

Dick Fruin, one of those founders and 

a current board member, recently said:  
“We had many obstacles to overcome, 
not the least of which was to develop 
funding sources to pay our staff and to 
build out the aquarium. The city leased 
the building to us for a dollar a year 
but otherwise we were on our own to 
finance the operation. The dedication 
and imagination of many volunteers has 
contributed to today’s success. We teach 
marine science classes to about 11,000 
students each year, and we have about 
125,000 public visits into the Roundhouse 
each year. We were the first community 
aquarium along the coast. We’re proud 

Kids Camp Makes Art an (Oceanic)
Adventure

By Erik Derr
Megumi Sando came to America in the 

early 1990s for art. And the Tokyo native 
found it, first at California State University, 
Northridge, where she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in art history, and then at the Univer-
sity of Southern California, where she earned 
her master’s degree in Public Art Studies.  
It wasn’t her own creation, but those of oth-
ers that held her attention. “I would rather 
spend my time and energy supporting the 
work of other artists,” she said. “Our com-
munity always needs exposure to the arts...
it’s a worthwhile purpose.”

Sando wanted to be a curator --- 
which led her to her to the City of 
Manhattan Beach, for which she has over-
seen several art exhibits over the years and 
currently serves as a recreation supervisor. 
Yet, somewhere along her way, Sando real-
ized the children around her were getting far 
less art education than she did growing up. 
Students in Japan usually attend art classes 
from their earliest years through high school. 
“Art supports us. It adds to our lives. It 
encourages creativity and imagination and 
contributes to our emotional health,” said 
Sando. 

It’s with that spirit that Sando supervises 
the city’s summertime Art Adventure Kids 
Camp, a five-day journey through various 
media and artistic techniques. Built on an 
ocean theme and developed for children 

six through 12 years old, this 
year’s summer camps will be 
team taught by two cultural arts 
staffers. Each five-day session will 
cover painting, drawing, collage, 
3-D media designs, sculpturing 
and paper mache, mixed media 
assemblage, clay and paper craft, 
and fabric and sewing.

Teaching children how to ex-
press themselves in such unique 
ways, with such unique materials 
might give them the communi-
cative tools they need to avoid 
destructive behavior in the future, 
noted Sando. “Art is prevention…

it’s a life-long asset for our children,” he 
said. Art Adventure Kids Camp will hold 
two sessions: Session I, from August 17 
through 21, and Session II, running from 
August 24 through 28. Enrollment costs 

$190 per student, and participants need to 
provide their own sack lunches. Otherwise 
everything else is covered. Sando said each 
session is limited to a maximum 15 students 
and interest in the program is always strong. 
Even so, she said applications are still being 
accepted for Session II.

Many of the local area’s families have two 
parents who need to work, but still want to 
make sure their children enjoy meaningful 
summer vacations, Sando said. What better 
way to do that than through artistic explo-
ration? “Art,” said Sando, “is part of the 
human experience.”

More information about Manhattan Beach’s 
Art Adventure Kids Camp is available online 
by going to www.ci.manhattan-beach.ca.us, 
then scrolling down first to the “Visual 
Arts” and then “Camps” links on the left 
side of the site’s home page. Information 
is also available by calling (310) 802-5448. 

Former AVP star Brent Frohoff at last year’s Manhattan Beach Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournament. Provided by Jill Brunkhardt


