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Council Prepares to Renegotiate Garbage 
Contract
By Evan Ortega

The Council voted unanimously to renegoti-
ate its waste franchise agreement with Waste 
Management, rather than seek competitive 
bids through a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
process as advised by staff. 

Last year the city approved a one-year ex-
tension to its seven-year solid waste franchise 
agreement with Waste Management, which 
expires in October 2010. In its report, city 
staff outlined the pros and cons of RFP’s 
and renegotiating with Waste Management.  
An RFP allows other companies to bid for 
the contract.

In its report, city staff estimated the new 
contract may exceed $25 million. City 
Manager Geoff Dolan told the Council that 
the RFP process would guarantee competi-
tive pricing. 

Dolan said that by renegotiating with Waste 
Management, the city wouldn’t know if it got 
the best deal. “We will not be able to say we 
know from a market-based standpoint that we 
got the most competitive bid,” Dolan said. 
“…We can’t say we are getting the lowest 
possible price.”

Even though the staff recommended an RRP, 
Dolan said the staff would save time and incur 
lower consulting fees if the Council decided 
to renegotiate. Dolan also acknowledged that 
rates are likely going to be higher regardless 
of the Council’s decision, because the city got 
such a good deal in the last contract. “Our 
rates are fairly low,” Dolan said. 

Mayor Portia Cohen said the lowest pos-
sible price should not be the sole criteria for 
selecting a waste hauler. She said that people 
seemed to be happy with Waste Management’s 
range and level of service. “We have to hear 
from the public about how important the 

level of service is verses the cost,” she said.
Councilmember Nick Tell also said he 

felt residents expect a high level of service, 
especially with regards to environmentally 
friendly services the company offers. “Price 

Mustangs Losing a Good 
Coach
By Gregg McMullin

The Mira Costa Mustangs’ baseball team 
has been a successful program for years 
under head coach Mike Neily’s guidance. 
Neily, who took over as head coach for 
the Mustangs in 2001, has averaged 18 
wins per season, which translates into 
a .660 winning percentage. The South 
Bay has a number of great coaches in 
the area, but only El Segundo’s legend-
ary head coach John Stevenson has a 
better winning percentage during that 
time. Neily’s coaching experience goes 
back some 29 years when he was at the 
helm at North Torrance for nine years. 
He has an overall record of 314-158 as 
a head coach.

Coach Neily was officially given his 
notice by Mira Costa’s principal that he 

will not be the Mustangs’ baseball coach 
for the 2010 season. Neily, who has been 
coaching for the past 18 years, said he 
was being forced out so the school could 
hire an on-campus coach. Mira Costa 
principal Julie Ruisinger informed Neily 
during an exit interview before the last 
day of school in June. Exit interviews 
are common at the end of each school 
year so administrators can determine 
their needs for the following year. “I was 
shocked and it came as a big surprise--it 
wasn’t what I expected,” Neily said of 
the notification.

The Mustangs have compiled a 146-
75-1 record under Neily and the resume 
includes two Bay League championship 

Fire Department Hosts Training Exercise

Councilman Powell cutting open a steel door with a metal circular saw, 

Councilman Powell on the roof with training exercise coordinator Captain David Shenbaum, Councilman Powell with a chain saw ventilating the roof.  

The Manhattan Beach Fire Department 
hosted a multi-agency fire training exercise 
at the old Albertsons market on Sepulveda 
Boulevard in MB.  As a City Councilmem-
ber and CERT Executive Board member 
Wayne Powell had the unique privilege of 
participating in the drill, along with fire-
fighters, fire captains, battalion chiefs and 
a couple of fire chiefs, from Manhattan 
Beach, Redondo Beach, Hermosa Beach, 
Torrance, El Segundo and LA County 
fire departments. Over three hundred 
firefighters from five departments were 
able to practice their ventilation, forcible 
entry, fire attack, and incident command 
skills at the vacant Albertsons market.  
The building was going to be demolished 
to make way for a Walgreen’s drugstore. 
Photos by Manhattan Beach Fire Chief 
Scott Ferguson*


