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Helmolt said in a press release.
As part of the curriculum, students are 

enrolled in the Thematic Option Program, 
which Lim describes as USC’s version of 
honors general education. The sweet deal 
for the students is they automatically get the 
Dean’s scholarship, which pays for a fourth 
of their tuition. 

Lim described the process of applying 
for the program as sending in current class 
information, standardized test scores and 
recommendation letters. Lim was modest 
when describing his scores. He said his SAT 
score “wasn’t anything special” at 2,050, 
even though it’s about double the score of 
this El Segundo journalist. And he said his 
ACT score is “not too bad” at 33 out of 36.

USC was on the list of schools that Lim 
wanted to attend, but it wasn’t his number 
one choice. However, he became excited 
about the college when he learned about its 
research programs, in which undergraduates 
can conduct their own research projects. If 
the college gives the thumbs up, a student 
acquires funding from the school to head 
the project, or work with a faculty member 
in charge of it.

Lim said he wants to work alongside the 
USC professors involved with cutting-edge 
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$250. It will take a little less than two years 
to break even. And given that Edison’s rates 
are projected to go up seven percent a year, 
the savings will only increase over time.”

In her real estate dealings, Boyce has seen 
the benefits of the PPA on the commercial 
side for several years and hoped the plan 
could eventually become available to families. 
She became a sales consultant for Verengo 
not only to spread the word to homeowners, 
but because she herself is a poster child for 
the program. Married with twin boys and a 
stepdaughter and living in a sizable house 
on the east side of El Segundo, Boyce es-
timates her monthly electric bills climb as 
high as $400 in the winter and a whopping 
$800 in the summer. Her potential savings 
over the next quarter century by going solar 
would be in the hundreds of thousands. “We 
already have solar paneling for our pool, so 
the installation will be a little tricky since 
we have to relocate those panels first,” she 
said. “But we’re getting it done real soon, 
believe me.”

The entire process from consultation to 
installation takes about a month, including 
engineering and permits, and about two days 
of work on-site up on the roof. The only 
“burden” on homeowners is that they need 
to provide an accurate log of their Edison 
bills over the past 12 months. The consul-
tant visits the home, analyzes the bills, and 
builds an ideal system to eliminate the use of 
electricity. “We then go over the PPA, costs 
and environmental benefits,” said Boyce. “We 
show people the cost of doing nothing. That 
$250 monthly bill adds up to you paying 
nearly $177,000 to rent electricity over 25 
years. With us, you put up $1,000 and save 
a total of over $100,000.” Not to be lost in 
the equation is the environmental gain. Just 
one house alone can eliminate over 18,000 
pounds of CO2 a year. And when the house 
is producing more electricity than it’s us-
ing, the meter actually runs backwards and 
electricity goes back into the grid.

So what happens after the 18 years are 

up? “We can come and take away the panels 
at no charge, extend the lease, or you can 
purchase the system for cents on the dollar,” 
said Boyce. “You can also buy the system at 
any time during the contract, and the pric-
ing goes down with each passing year. So 
in some cases, we provide a way for people 
to enjoy the benefits of solar paneling until 
they can afford to buy them outright.” Even 
after 18 years of use, the panels are usually 
a safe investment since they are built to 
last 50 years. “With the purchase, you get a 
25-year warranty,” added Boyce. “With the 
PPA, since they (SunRun) own the system 
and guarantee the panels, they maintain it 
at their expense.”

Boyce cautioned that the program isn’t 
for everyone. People fortunate enough to 
have electric bills under $100 may not be 
the best candidates since the initial set-up 
and additional costs become a bit prohibi-
tive. “It’s not cost effective to eliminate the 
cheapest electricity that Edison bills out,” 
explained Boyce, who added that the aver-
age local electricity bill is about $200 a 
month—an amount that is well within the 
savings “sweet spot.”

Boyce reported that she has placed several 
orders in town now that the program is up 
in running. “We raised $120 million to do 
this, which can cover 3,500 households in 
Southern California,” she said. “It would be 
great to see our El Segundo neighbors take 
advantage of this not only to save money, but 
to do the best thing in terms of our planet. 
What’s even better about it is that we’re not 
at odds with the utility companies. I just 
attended an Edison seminar promoting the 
benefits of solar. They see the importance 
and the value.”

For more information on the thousand-dollar 
solar program, contact Carie Boyce at 310-
849-6459. You can also meet her in person 
at today’s Environmental Expo (during the 
Farmer’s Market on Main Street from 3-7 
p.m.) at the Verengo booth.
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Back for Yoga
(310) 322-6525

255 Main Street • El Segundo, CA 90245

• Single Class $15
• Class packages available at reduced prices 
• No expiration on 10 and 20 class packages 
• See our website for details

No refunds, transfers,on class packages
Teacher or class time is subject to change without notice

Class Fees

www.backforyoga.com 

Back for Yoga
...Health through Movement

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

Your second class is free!!

Monday
5:30-6:45pm Beginner Hatha Andy     
7:00-8:15pm Hatha Basics – All Level Leyla   

Tuesday
5:30-6:45pm Yin Yoga – All Level Via
7:00-8:15pm Vinyasa Flow - Level I    Leticia

Wednesday
6:00-7:15am Vinyasa Flow – All Level Betty
5:30-6:45pm Hatha Basics – Level I-II  Andy
7:00-8:15pm Hatha Basics – All Level  Teri

Thursday
5:30-6:45pm Forrest - All Level  Theresa
7:00-8:15pm Beginner Hatha Robyn

Friday
6:00-7:15am Vinyasa Flow  – All Level Betty
6:15-7:30pm  Vinyasa Flow – All Level Alex

Saturday
9:30-10:45am Hatha Basics – All Level Andy 
11:00-12:15pm Tai Chi – All Level Ara 

Sunday
8:00-9:15am Hatha Basics – All Level   Cathy
9:30-10:45am Yoga Tune-Up® - All Level   Theresa
5:30-6:45pm  Hatha Basics – All Level   Andy

research related to genetic modification. He 
enjoys the study of genetics; however, he said 
his current major, Biochemical Engineering, 
is not along those lines because he’s still 
trying to figure out if genetics is what he 
wants to do with his life. “I’m definitely 
going to be an engineer of some sort,” Lim 
said. “And it’s definitely going to be some 
sort of bio-something.”

In many ways, Lim is still the average 
teenager that he claims to be. He loves the 
marching band and played the alto saxophone 
in the ESHS band for his three years. He 
likes listening to classic rock, reading military 
history, and of course, having fun with his 
friends. Lim said in his free time, he likes 
to not be the typical person who gets holed 
up in their room and studies. He goes out to 
places with friends “just like normal kids.” 

Speaking of going places, Lim also flies 
back to Singapore in the summer to visit his 
mother’s side of the family. He likes travel-
ing to the country now, because they’re rare 
opportunities he might not get later on in life.

Lim will miss his friends when he goes 
to USC. Lim grew up as an only child, so 
being with pals was really cool to him. He 
hung out with his friends quite a bit and got 
to know them really well. His buddies were 
the reason Lim made arrangements with the 
high school to walk at ESHS’s graduation 
for the class of 2010. “It’s one of those 
nostalgic things where you enter together 
and you want to leave together,” he said. 
Lim is comforted that USC is not far away 
and that it would be easy to come back and 
visit his buds.  

It almost goes without saying that his par-
ents, John and Caroline Lim, are very proud 
of their son. They were born in Singapore 
and now reside in Lawndale with Matthew. 

John Lim said he and his wife never forced 
his son to study; it was Matthew’s choice. 
The most they’ve done is ask him if he’s 
done his homework. is divinely grateful of 
his son’s abilities. “We really thank God that 
He gave him this talent,” he said.

Matthew Lim

CHAMPIONSHIP AT CRESCENTA 
VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

By George Harris Jr.
Last Sunday at 3:30 p.m. El Segundo High 

School Aquatics was making Water Polo his-
tory. While most of the thousand students, 
surfed, snorkeled and built mansion-like 
sandcastles, your hard-working and dedicated 
Eagles were surprising CIF Division V teams. 

Led by “Magic Man” Senior Beau Black-
sten (arguably the best water polo player in 
Division V) over 40 goals were scored in 
the six games played including eight against 
last year’s fifth place finisher La Serna in the 
Eagles 14-7 route. Senior Maxwell Reynolds (a 
2008 All-CIF Division V Honorable Mention) 
scored 32 canvas-slappers and led the team 

in steals on defense. Brother Christopher (a 
Junior) Cordobes was a virtual brick wall and 
accumulated 81 saves. Senior brother Corby 
plays the two-meter guard and is lightning 
quick; he is also the team’s sprinter. Senior 
Guard Stephen Lasky excels at playing point 
guard on defense and Senior Martin Sommo 
is a key post-up player when our “Big Man” 
(225 pound) Junior Jackson Hogoboom 
can’t get good position. The beach is usual 
hang out for the team during any vacation 
weeks.  Despite being the league favorite, 
Santa Monica High School has beaten the 
Eagles six straight times and it ought to be 
an exciting group of competitions. 

The Eagles will kick off the 2009 season 
with a “Midnight Madness” party starting 

at the plunge at 10 p.m., Sunday August 
23th in what could prove to be a “Season 
to Remember”.

Remember admission is free, so “The 
Plunge” is definitely the place to be!!•

MOVING SALE 

401 E. El Segundo Blvd. 
(Pat’s Tire Bldg. @ Arena) 

 And 337 Richmond St. 
Or call 310-416-1233 

DAILY 9-5:30 
Www.studioantiques.com 

50% - 80% OFF 
LAST TWO WEEKS! 

 
9,000 Sq. Ft. Warehouse 

Vintage & Antique Furniture & Accessories 
Mid Century ˙ Victorian ˙ Art Deco ˙  

Arts & Crafts 


