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Local Business Shows Support 
for the Pink Patch Project

El Segundo Rotary President Smith 
Guides the Nonprofit Through COVID-19

By Duane Plank
El Segundo resident Valerie Smith, 

mother of the current mayor of our fine 
city, Drew Boyles, and the El Segundo 
Rotary Club president has led an eclectic 
life. Raised in Winnetka, Illinois, just 
north of Chicago, she had worked for 
the Brunswick Bowling Corporation for 
more than a quarter-century, as well as 
selling real estate in Atlanta, Georgia, for 
nearly two decades.

She is a little more than three months into 
her tenure as the Rotary Club president. 
The Rotary International franchise, which 
has been around for longer than a century, 
and boasts more than 1.2 million members 
and 35,000+ clubs, is currently focusing 
on fundraising efforts to help eradicate 

the scourge of polio, with October 24th 
christened as “World Polio Day.”

Smith moved to El Segundo in 2014 and 
currently lives in the affordable confines 
of Park Vista, which is a stone’s throw 
from the Little League baseball diamond 
at Rec Park.

After growing up in Winnetka,  she 
eventually garnered a Liberal Arts degree 
from Chicago’s DePaul University. “Win-
netka was a great place to grow up,” she 
said. “I went to a fabulous high school. 
I was very involved in musical produc-
tions, opera productions, singing with 
groups in the school, dancing, and won 
the election for President of the Girl’s 
Club,” which foreshadowed her leadership  

See President Smith, page 12

Thank you Smoky Hollow Baking Co. for donating to the Pink Patch Project and providing amazing pink cupcakes. You sure know the way to our police officer’s hearts. The Pink Patch Project was started 
as a collaborative effort between the Los Angeles County Police Chiefs’ Association and several public safety agencies throughout the nation. These agencies have partnered together to combat breast 
cancer by raising public awareness and to raise funds for breast cancer research and treatment. Photo courtesy El Segundo Police Department.
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ESPD to Try Hawthorne Jail  
as Cost-Cutting Measure
By Rob McCarthy

People arrested in El Segundo will be 
booked in Hawthorne jail starting next month 
as part of a cost-cutting trial, Police Chief Bill 
Whalen said Tuesday. The exclusive use of 
the neighboring city’s jail and staff expands 
on an arrangement the cities struck a year 
ago, mostly for weekend jail coverage. The 
limited, full-time use of Hawthorne’s jail will 
last for five months, and it could become long 
term if both cities like the results. 

That jail contract for El Segundo Police 
originated because of vacant positions within 
the department. Unfilled jail positions at 
ESPD will cover the additional cost to use 
Hawthorne’s facility, under a modified con-
tract the City Council approved Tuesday. El 
Segundo will pay $12,000 for the Hawthorne 
Police Department to process, hold and feed 
an estimated 40 people per month who are 
transported to jail by El Segundo officers. 

Chief Whalen said while it might seem out 
of the way, the Hawthorne holding facility 
is closer to Nash Street on the east side for 
his officers who detain and arrest suspects. 
Hawthorne charges El Segundo $300 for 
every person booked and held.

Councilman Scot Nicol wondered if the 
expanded use of Hawthorne jail signaled a 
step by the El Segundo Police Department 
to close its jail and “get that off our budget.” 

Whalen replied that using the Hawthorne jail 
full time is a possibility. However, other op-
tions could be presented to the council when 
the issue is revisited in spring. 

Once upon a time, celebrity Zsa Zsa Gabor  
spent a memorable weekend in the El Segundo  
Police Department jail, serving a short sentence 

for slapping a Beverly Hills police officer 
during a traffic stop. The former Hungarian 
beauty queen in 1990 chose El Segundo 
instead of allowing Los Angeles County 
officials to pick a jail for her minimum stay. 
Upon leaving, Gabor told reporters the staff 

See City Council, page 10
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SIANNAH COLLADO BOUTTÉ
EL CAMINO COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

El Segundo Endorses Siannah

Drew Boyles, El Segundo Mayor
Scot Nicol, El Segundo Councilmember

Tracey Miller-Zarneke, Vice-President El Segundo Unified School District Board
Jeanie Nishime, El Segundo Unified School District Board

Suzanne Fuentes, Former El Segundo Mayor

LEARN MORE AT: SIANNAH4ELCAMINOCOLLEGE.COM

Chris Pimentel
Mayor Pro Tem, El Segundo

“Siannah Collado Boutte lives the success that is El Camino College. Her achievements are a testament to 
the integral role that community colleges serve in California.  She understands how El Camino develops 
our striving students, prepares them for their future, and cements the economic tomorrows of our state.  

Siannah will bring vigor, judgment and intellect to El Camino College and her fresh, outsider’s, perspective, 
combined with her insider’s knowledge, make her precisely the right candidate at the right time for the 

Board. I am honored and delighted to endorse Siannah for the El Camino College Board.”

Paid for by Siannah Collado for El Camino College Board 2020 FPPC: 1430987

1955 E. Grand Ave.
El Segundo, CA 90245

(310) 252-3355
Tues, Thurs & Sat: 11AM - 5PM 

FB: @Matteltoystore
MattelToyStore.com

Our NEW hours of operation are:
Tues, Thurs & Sat: 11AM – 5PM

The Mattel Toy Store AND Holiday Tent 

are OPEN NOW!
Save up to 70% OFF your favorite 
toy brands when you shop the tent! 

El Segundo residents also receive
30% OFF non-sale items 

in the Toy Store!*

© 2020 Mattel.*Must present a valid license; ALL SALES ARE FINAL; No other coupons or discounts will apply, See a Toy Store associate for full details.
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ElEction 2020

Candidate 
Amy Grant

Candidate 
Michael Wagner

Candidate 
Dieema Wheaton

El Segundo School Board Candidates Q&A

Vote noV. 3

By Duane Plank
With the implementation of distance 

learning, what are your thoughts on 
the best way for the District to ensure 
high academic scores? Any improve-
ments you would seek with distance 
learning?

Michael Wagner: We have to consider 
distance learning in regards to access, tech-
nology and timing. As a teacher, there are 
more hours in preparation for less execution. 
As parents, we’re spending more time just to 
get our children through each day. Unfortu-
nately, for all of us, it isn’t just a teacher’s 
responsibility to deliver a lesson plan and 
parents are taking the lead in ensuring their 
students academic achievement. The biggest 
improvement we can make together is to 
reassure our students, while school is virtual, 
it is real. Students need to attend, participate, 
engage, study and advocate when they need 
help. If we all continue to stress that school 
is tangible, the closer it will reflect what it 
will be when we all return. This will be 
the most important thing we can offer right 
now in keeping high achievement for all our 
schools and ensuring against academic lapses.

Amy Grant: Our kids are facing a ridiculous 
amount of pressure because of distance-
learning. Why should we create additional 
pressure to achieve high test scores? If ever 
there was a time to pivot our focus from high 
scores to whole wellness of the child, it is 
now. Most colleges and universities are not 
requiring standardized scoring for admission 
so it is the perfect opportunity for our district 
and our families to truly focus on creating 
happy, healthy and well rounded students. I 
am NOT saying that we become complacent 
in our standards, but I am saying that we 
need to allow our students grace to navigate 
these unprecedented times.

Dieema Wheaton: The best way to 
maximize academic success during distance 
learning is through increased guardian/parental 
participation and student/teacher engagement.  
When discussing possible improvements, we 
must first acknowledge that distance learning 
will impact our student population in differ-
ent ways.  For some students, factors such as 
connectivity, in-home academic support, food 
insecurity, and lack of supervision may lead 
to an overall decline in learning.   In order 
to improve our current distance-learning 

model, it is imperative that we educate our 
teachers and parents to quickly recognize and 
address concerns or issues that may lead to 
a deterioration in learning, while continuing 
to strive for academic success.

Speaking of distance learning, how 
are your children participating? How 
is it going? Are they fully distance 
learning, or opting-in to the hybrid 
option the District has offered?

Amy Grant: We opted for our 2nd grader to  
go full distance. When distance learning began 
last Spring, I had to sit with him constantly 
and walk him through his assignments. This 
year he has had a complete turn-around and 
I believe a great deal of his success is owed 
to the improved structure of distance learning. 
While we would prefer in-person instruction, 
he has pivoted well and achieved a new level 
of independence and academic progress. We 
do deal with a weekly “break down”…but Ms. 

Varghese and I have been in amazing commu-
nication, and we work as a team through any 
issues as they come up.  We opted to keep our 
other son, Ryan, at St. John’s Preschool.  He 
just turned 5 and we felt that we would be 
setting him up for greater success academically 
by keeping him there until he can be enrolled 
at Richmond full-time in person.

Dieema Wheaton: My husband and I 
chose the hybrid option for our three children.  
However, due to the current Los Angeles 
County mandate, all three are currently in 
full-distance learning until ESUSD is ap-
proved for in-person learning.   While all 
three of my children have adjusted well to 
remote learning, they are looking forward to 
returning to their respective schools.

Michael Wagner: We elected to place our 
children in the hybrid program, to ensure if 
we are able to safely return, they would have 
the option to go back to school. The current 
distance learning is working for both our 
children academically, but they are lacking 
the daily social interaction that school offers. 
It is important to note that having a teacher 
and former teacher in the house gives us a 
great advantage in supporting our children. 
As parents we understand the commitment it 
is taking to lead in their student’s academic 
progress. As everyone adjusts their respon-
sibilities around distance learning, we have 
to continue to work in student’s best interest 
in getting back. As an educator and parent, I 
understand fully that there is no replacement 
for in-person instruction and only hope that we 
continue pushing forward to safely return to 
school for all of the students in our district •

Proposed Aviation Blvd. Bikeway/Greenway is a 
Great Public Private Regional Community Project
By Dr. Don Brann

The eastern border of the City of El 
Segundo along Aviation Boulevard is often 
the introduction to El Segundo; and, it is a 
cluttered, blighted, industrial eyesore.  In my 
initial column on August 13, I commented 
on this ugly stretch along the west side of 
Aviation that sits between Imperial Highway 
and El Segundo Boulevard.  

Since 2017, this area has been used as the 
staging and dumping grounds for Metro’s 
Crenshaw/LAX expansion.  Drive/walk by 
this eastern border of El Segundo and you’ll 
see debris, dirt, construction materials, heavy 
machinery, left over trash from workers’ 
lunches, etc. This land is embarrassing for 
the City and an eyesore for our eastern 
neighbor- the neighborhood of Del Aire.  

To the rescue comes the proposed Bikeway/ 
Greenway, a proposal to clean up, beautify, 
green, and put the land to use for the com-
munity. This proposal involves installing a bike 
and jog/walk path off the street with beautiful 
landscaping and big trees in order to make 
this introduction to El Segundo something to 
be proud of. A Bikeway/ Greenway along this 
stretch will provide transportation options not 
available today.  This stretch of road is identi-
fied as a priority in the South Bay Regional 
Bike Plan and the LA County Regional Bike 
Plan. However, no bike lanes currently ex-
ist. The Bikeway/Greenway would allow El 
Segundo cyclists to connect with the nearby 
Metro Green Line station and get to LAX or 
to a Rams game without driving, get to work 
in downtown, or tie into future links of the 

South Bay Bike Path network throughout El 
Segundo.  Furthermore, the Greenway will 
beautify the blighted corridor, provide a safe 
route to school for Da Vinci school students 
living in Del Aire, boost economic investment 
along the rapidly changing entrance to El 
Segundo, and enhance safety for pedestrians, 
students, and cyclists. 

To visualize this proposal, see the renderings 
created by local architect Nathalie O’Gorman. 
It’s striking to compare and contrast the 
renderings that include blue-butterfly attract-
ing bushes and meandering paths with the 
present conditions. By traveling one mile 
south and turning left at 135th Street into the 
neighborhoods of Hollyglen and Wiseburn, 
one can view two developed walk/jog paths 
along the east and west side of the San Diego 
Freeway.  These examples demonstrate what 
can be done. These developed paths were a 
mess for decades until funding, bureaucracy, 
and politics were overcome by determined 
community members.

This project faces similar challenges. Los 
Angeles County Metro owns the land along 
this stretch of land and supports the project as 
it will help them increase accessibility to and 
from Metro train stations.  However, BNSF 
Railroad owns the operating rights to the 
tracks; which means that the railroad tracks 
along Aviation are still part of BNSF’s active 
system. Even so, BNSF has not put any trains 
along this stretch for over ten years and the 
Crenshaw/LAX Metro expansion blocked the 
tracks ability to go north.  Thus, BNSF could 

ABC Doc

See ABC Doc, page 4



Page 4 October 22, 2020 EL SEGUNDO HERALD

Film Review
AFI FEST Goes Virtual With Exciting 

Films That You Can Stream Soon
Morgan and Ryan Rojas 
for cinemacy.com

Like most things, AFI FEST (presented by 
Audi) looks a little different this year. Instead 
of queuing up to see a film at the TCL Chi-
nese Theater on Hollywood Blvd., or having 
the chance to see a filmmaker Q&A at the 
Egyptian Theater, Cinemacy and the rest of 
Los Angeles audience-goers are attending the 
festival online this year. But AFI FEST is 
still looking to promise the same cutting-edge 
festival experience, with world premieres, to 
video conference conversations with filmmak-
ers and top talent, we’re enjoying it all from 
the comfort of our couches. Below are a few 
early standouts from the festival, which will 
be available to stream and on VOD later this 
year and as films find distribution.

The Sound of Metal (130 min.)
As a musician, the most important instru-

ment you have is your hearing. The Sound of 
Metal, written and directed by Darius Marder 
and story by Derek Cianfrance (Blue Valen-
tine), explores the emotional and physical  
unraveling of what it’s like to lose your identity 

beyond all control. 
Riz Ahmed plays Ruben, a heavy metal 

drummer who unexpectedly starts to go deaf 
before playing a show with his bandmate and 
partner, Lou (Olivia Cooke). 

Terrified and confused, Ruben learns that 
with only a 20% hearing capacity, his lifestyle 
as a touring musician is forced to stop. Ru-
ben is stubborn to accept his new reality but 
throughout the course of the film, he begins to 
understand the beauty in the unknown. 

The way in which director Darius Marder 
works with sound–the ringing of tinnitus, the 
strain of trying to understand the muffled 
conversations, and lead Riz Ahmed gives a 
phenomenal performance that will certainly 
be discussed come awards season.

‘The Sound of Metal’ is being distributed by 
Amazon Studios, and will be available to stream 
on Amazon Prime Video on December 4, 2020.

76 Days (93 min.)
A new documentary, 76 Days, captures the 

heart-pounding and heartbreaking moments 
inside the walls of Wuhan’s hospitals during 

The Sound of Metal, 76 Days and Nine Days courtesy of AFI FEST.

See Film Review, page 10

Monday, Oct 12th
One male adult was arrested at 0634 hours 

from Concord Street and Pine Avenue for 
possession of drug paraphernalia

An identity theft report was taken at 1019 
hours from the 800 block of Apollo Street. 
Unknown suspect(s) cashed fraudulent checks 
in the victim’s name

A male juvenile was detained at 1109 hours 
from Mariposa Avenue and Nash Street and 
transported to Little Company of Mary Medical 
Center for a 72 hour psychiatric evaluation. 

A vehicle was reported stolen at 1143 hours 
from the 100 block of Loma Vista Street. 
Taken was a 2004 Jeep Wrangler.

An identity theft report was taken at 1226 
hours from the 200 block of North Pacific 
Coast Highway. Unknown suspect(s) opened 
fraudulent accounts in the victim’s business 
name. 

An attempted vehicle theft report was 
taken at 1228 hours from the 700 block of 
California Street.

A vehicle was reported stolen at 1408 
hours from the 2000 block of East Mariposa 
Avenue. Taken was a 2009 Infiniti G36.

A found property report was taken at 1408 
hours from the 1900 block of East Grand 
Avenue. Drug paraphernalia was found and 
booked for destruction.

A misdemeanor hit and run report was 
taken at 1749 hours from Eucalyptus Drive 
and Grand Avenue, versus vehicle.

A stolen vehicle report was taken at 1930 
hours from the 700 block of South Pacific 
Coast Highway. A 2000 Honda Accord was 
taken. 

Tuesday, Oct 13th
A grand theft report was taken at 1947 

hours from the 200 block of Lomita Street. 
Unknown suspect(s) stole the victim’s catalytic 
converter from his vehicle. 

One female adult was arrested at 2153 
hours from the 500 block of North Pacific 
Coast Highway for petty theft. 

Wednesday, Oct 14th
A petty theft report was taken at 0745 

hours from the 1500 block of Elm Street. 
Unknown suspect(s) stole decorations from 
the victim’s front yard.

A courtesy robbery report was taken at 
0852 hours from the 500 block of North 
Nash Street. 

Two male adults and one female adult 
were arrested at 1330 hours from the 700 

block of West Mariposa Avenue for grand 
theft, conspiracy to commit a crime, petty 
theft, possession of drug paraphernalia, and 
two LASD misdemeanor warrants. 

Thursday, Oct 15th
A dead body report was taken at 0715 

hours from the 700 block of East Grand 
Avenue. A female adult passed away from 
natural causes.

A vandalism report was taken at 0831 hours 
from the 200 block of North Continental 
Boulevard. Unknown suspect(s) threw a bottle 
at the glass window causing it to shatter.

A courtesy forgery report was received 
at 1128 hours from the 800 block of North 
Pacific Coast Highway.

One female adult was arrested at 1213 
hours from the 400 block of Sheldon Street 
for plain drunk in public.

One male adult was detained at 1650 hours 
from the 200 block of North Douglas Street 
and transported to Exodus Westside Recovery 
Center for a 72 hour psychiatric evaluation. 

A petty theft report was taken at 1832 
hours from the 100 block of North Pacific 
Coast Highway.

A traffic collision (with injuries) occurred at 
2247 hours on Douglas Street and Mariposa 
Avenue, vehicle versus vehicle.

One female adult was arrested at 0027 
hours on Aviation Boulevard and El Segundo 
Boulevard for one outstanding probation 
violation felony warrant.

One female adult was arrested at 0027 
hours on Aviation Boulevard and El Segundo 
Boulevard for one outstanding misdemeanor 
warrant out of LASD.

Friday, Oct 16th
A found property was taken at 1021 hours 

from Douglas Street and Park Place. Found 
was a black purse. 

A male adult was detained at 1133  
hours from the 700 block of South Pa-
cific Coast Highway and was transported to  
Exodus Medical Center for 72 hour psychi-
atric evaluation. 

A grand theft report was taken at 1326 
hours from the 700 block of South Pacific 
Coast Highway. Three suspect(s) took mis-
cellaneous items from the store. 

An attempt grand theft report was taken at 
1430 hours from the 300 block of Virginia 
Street. Unknown suspect(s) attempted to take 
the catalytic converter from the victim’s vehicle.

Police Reports

See Police Reports, page 7

only possibly use this eastern border of El 
Segundo to store train cars and increase the 
blight along this stretch of Aviation Blvd.

There is a concerted local community ef-
fort to persuade the railroad to cooperate and 
find a way to transform the current blight 
and enable the proposed Bikeway/Greenway. 
Led by local community organizer Jessica 
Daugherty, to date, the community has held 
multiple meetings with over 300 people in 
attendance, gathered the support of local and 
regional politicians, local school districts, lo-
cal businesses, and community organizations. 
Local students have taken on this project and 
have presented the project via Zoom meet-
ings to the businesses, elected officials, and 
community organizations. 

This project is a clear win for everyone 
involved. Del Aire residents would get a 
beautified view and a needed bike and walk 
path. El Segundo residents would get a City 
border that they can be proud of. The City of 
El Segundo will have a useful bike and walk 
path that adds value to local businesses such 
as the LA Times, Hackman Capital Partners, 
Northrop Grumman, and the Air Force Base. 
It would encourage economic investment.   
El Segundo businesses will receive increased 
traffic as families from Del Aire and Hol-
lyglen cycle to the Point, Pizza shops, and 
the beach from their homes. LA County 
Metro will be able to increase multi-modal 
transportation routes to its South Bay Metro 
stations.  Cyclists finally get a much-needed 

and overdue section of bike path.  Students 
get safe routes to school.  And BNSF can 
dispose of property that it does not use to 
enhance community relations.  All of this at 
little to no cost to local residents.  

This is the kicker- most projects come 
with a high cost.  The federal and state 
governments value bike accessibility and 
have multiple funding streams for “Active 
Transportation” that the City of El Segundo 
can apply for.  LA County Metro has similar 
funding available and has expressed extreme 
interest in this project as it can be part of 
their “First-Last-Mile” initiative that gets 
Metro riders to and from their stations in ac-
tive transportation modes that do not involve 
cars.  The County Department of Water and 
Power often funds the maintenance of such 
projects which could reduce and/or eliminate 
maintenance costs.  No wonder everyone in 
Del Aire and Hollyglen supports this proposal 
while the City of El Segundo benefits from 
the beautification of its eastern border.

The proposed Bikeway/Greenway represents 
an opportunity to achieve a regional win-
win solution that scores in numerous ways. 
It presents a great way to leverage several 
outside funding sources – County, Metro, 
Federal, State – for creation of a beautiful 
recreational public path that also promises 
benefits to employees and travelers.

Together we all can make this happen. 
Think positive, the glass is half full. Looking 
forward to passing you on the path someday! •

ABC Doc  from page 3

The El Segundo Herald 
wants to sincerely thank 

all the advertisers that are sticking 
with us, during this difficult time.

XOXO
XOXO

XOXO

XOXO

november 3
Vote

Entertainment
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Y O U R  D E D I C A T E D  R E A L T O R ®  &  P A R T N E R  I N  E L  S E G U N D O

O C T O B E R  I S  B R E A S T C A N C E R 
AWA R E N E S S  M O N T H

Visit NationalBreastCancer.org 
to join in the cause to help women in need

4 BED | 3 BATH | 2,226 SQ. FT.

Wide-plank oak flooring | Surround 
sound system | Central air & heat | 

Large living room with fireplace

$2,049,000

754 VIRGINIA ST
EL SEGUNDO

4 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,600 SQ. FT. 
+ SEPARATE DETACHED AREA  

Hand scraped teak hardwood floors | 
Features large detached rec room

 $1,699,000

948 LOMA VISTA ST
EL SEGUNDO

3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,768 SQ. FT.
6,552 SQ. FT. LOT

Rich bamboo flooring | Double pane 
windows | Lush large yard | Huge 

Master suite features vaulted beamed 
ceilings and fireplace

747 LOMITA ST
EL SEGUNDO

3 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 7,035 SQ. FT. LOT      

Vaulted Ceilings | Skylights | Café 
Stainless Steel Appliances | Floor-To-

Ceiling Panoramic Doors | Firepit | Weber 
Barbecue | Jacuzzi With Lounge | EV 

Charging Ports

$1,999,000

211 W WALNUT AVE
EL SEGUNDO

3 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,335 SQ. FT. 

Formal living room & family room | Vaulted 
ceilings | Fireplace | Large deck & patio

$1,695,000 

812 PENN ST
EL SEGUNDO

B I L L  R U A N E

4 BED | 3 BATH | 2,500 SQ. FT.

Grand white brick fireplace | Thermador 
stainless-steel appliances |  Ultra-large 

center island | Enclosed private  
backyard | Central A/C and heat

$1,799,500

839 EUCALYPTUS 
EL SEGUNDO

2 BEDS | 2 BATHS
1,670 SQ. FT. +  BONUS ROOM

Three fireplaces | Skylights | Multi-
level patio with Gorgeous view | 

Built-in barbecue

317 LOMA VISTA ST
EL SEGUNDO

V I R T U A L  &  P R I V A T E  S H O W I N G S  A V A I L A B L E  F O R  A L L  P R O P E R T I E S

*Square footage is approximate.  Buyer to verify.

B I L L R U A N E . N E T
310.877.2374  

REALTOR® | DRE# 00972400

9 A M - 9 P M  •  7  D AY S  A  W E E K

2 0 2 0  T O P  5  R E / M A X  A G E N T  I N  T H E  N A T I O N

Just Listed!

New Price!

4 BED | 3 BATH | 2,560 SQ. FT. 
+ DETACHED 1 BED, 1 BATH ADU 

 6,407 SQ. FT. LOT

Two fireplaces | Bose speakers throughout 
the house |  Kobe & Kobe 20-Year windows | 
Back yard features courtyard, stone Patio & 

built-in grilling station

$1,899,000

517 KANSAS ST
EL SEGUNDO

# 1  A G E N T I N  E L  S E G U N D O  •  2 0 2 0  T O P  5  R E / M A X  A G E N T I N  T H E  N AT I O N
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EL SEGUNDO FAMILY FOR 5 GENERATIONS

361 MAIN ST, EL SEGUNDO
310.322.0066

KIRKBROWN@GMAIL.COM

ESTABLISHED 1980

CURRENT RENTALS
- 2 bedroom apartments in El Segundo  
- Office / retail / warehouse, flex space.  2,125 sq. ft.  Downtown El Segundo
- Renovated 1 bedroom apartment with garage.

Kirk Brown • DRE# 00556073
Kirk Brown Jr • DRE# 01359453

RECENT SALES!
•	 141 Arena St, El Segundo, 

$2,725,000
•	 549 E Imperial, El Segundo, 

$1,150,000
•	 1406 East Walnut Avenue, 
      El Segundo, $1,399,000 

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

FOR SALE:  531 13th St, 
Manhattan Beach

Incredible location steps to downtown 
Manhattan Beach w superior ocean 
views. Build now or live in 3 bdrm, 2 bth 

w 4 car parking. 

New Price!

 MOVE in
SPECIALS

WANTED
4 bedroom + home in 

El Segundo.  We’ll have an offer 
for you within 24 hours of 

viewing!

Check Out Our Instagram! WWW.INSTAGRAM.COM/ESHERALD

(310) 261-0798 
Lynn O♥Neil Real Estate

Assoc Broker 31 years/Manager

LYNNONEIL@GMAIL.COM      WWW.LYNNONEIL.COM♥#00880080

TOP PRODUCER BEACH CITY BROKERS

1414 East Oak Ave 
Gorgeous  Vacation-Like Re-

treat.  4 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Fam-
ily Rm.  Oversized Salt Water 

pool, Spa, Fire Pit, Outdoor 
Kitchen!   Offered At: $2,100,000

636 Sierra St
Beautiful Custom Modern 
Farmhouse. 4 Bedroom, 3 
Bath, huge yard!  Offered 
At: $2,099,000

 IN

ESCROW

NEWLY LISTED CONDO - BEST COMPLEX IN TOWN
935 Main Street #206

Desirable southwest end, corner unit - loads of sunny exposure!  2 Spacious Bedrooms, 2 Baths and over 1300 sq. ft.
Remodeled Kitchen, stainless appliances. Eating Counter plus formal Dining. Spacious Living area, fireplace, Den.  

Private deck for Sunsets and BBQ’s. Call for a private showing.  Offered At $759,000

♥N
EW

LISTIN
G!

2 1 5  W e s t  P a l m 
2 bed, 2 bth, ES Condo, Best Complex in Town!  

Pool, Sundeck, & More!   Asking $699,000

LIC # 00915352CALL ME NOW!  1-310-322-1900
JIM MARAK

Direct line/24 hr. voicemail!   •   Visit My Website: www.jimmarak.com

 SERVING EL SEGUNDO BUYERS AND SELLERS FOR THE PAST (35) YEARS!

$$ YOU WILL GET RECORD HIGH PRICES $$
FOR THE PROPERTIES I SELL!! 

VISUAL TOURS at  w w w. j i m m a r a k . c om

I AM A  
CERTIFIED 

FIRST TIME BUYER, 

TRADE-UP BUYER 

AND SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

SPECIALIST!

VOTED BEST  
REALTOR  IN EL SEGUNDO by the readers of the  El Segundo Herald -  “El Segundo  Home Owner”

NOW’S A GREAT TIME TO BUY, SELL OR TRADE UP Due to the Super Low Interest Rates!
I have ALL CASH BUYERS that buy

Distressed Homes AS-IS, No Repairs!!!   
CALL ME NOW For An Appointment.

Direct Line: 310.322.1900

837 VIRGINIA - ASKING $2,025,000!!!SOLD!

SOLD
(in 1 week!)

 770 W. Imperial Avenue, Ocean View 
(2) bedroom condo. $549,000 Asking PriceSOLD!

Call Ken Today, for a FREE Appraisal Today 
Schofield 
Realty

310-322-4660 310-880-2129
Ken Schofield

★ Schofield Realty ★ 
323 Richmond Street

“For the Personal Service You Deserve”
  • Property Sales
  • Property Management
  • Property Investment

DRE # 01166914
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Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).
Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the following  
Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will only 
be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.
Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

A misdemeanor hit and run report was taken 
at 1752 hours from the 2100 block of East 
Rosecrans Avenue, vehicle versus vehicle.

A found property report was taken at 2058 
hours from the 500 block of North Pacific 
Coast Highway. Found was a pipe.

A vandalism report was taken at 2114 
hours from the 300 block of Maryland Street. 

One male adult was arrested at 2208 hours 
from the 600 block of East Imperial Avenue 
for suspicion of burglary.

A missing person report was taken at 0043 
hours from the 300 block of Main Street. One 
female adult was reported missing.

Three male adults were arrested at 0500 
hours from Grand Avenue and Main Street 
for suspicion of grand theft and conspiracy 
to commit crime.

Saturday, Oct 17th
A petty theft report was taken at 0811 

hours from the 800 block of  Douglas Street. 
Unknown suspect(s) stole a purse.

A petty theft report was taken at 1002 hours 
from the 600 block of Penn Street. Unknown 
suspect(s) stole miscellaneous items from the 
victim’s unlocked vehicle.

An attempt burglary (auto) report was  
taken at 1117 hours from the 300 block 

of Bungalow Drive. Unknown suspect(s) 
ransacked three vehicles located in an at-
tached carport. 

A burglary (residential) report was taken 
at 1329 hours from the 900 block of Main 
Street. Taken was massage table from the 
victim’s parking garage.

A petty theft report was taken at 1915 hours 
from the 2200 block of East Maple Avenue. 

Sunday, Oct 18th
A found property report was taken at 0824 

hours on Pacific Coast Highway and Palm 
Avenue. Found was a cell phone.

One male adult was arrested at 1018 hours 
from the 800 block of South Douglas Street 
for petty theft and giving false information 
to a peace officer.

One male adult was detained at 1343 hours 
from the 500 block of North Pacific Coast 
Highway and transported to MLK Exodus 
for a 72-hour psychological evaluation

One male adult was cited and released at 
0107 hours from Loma Vista Street and Palm 
Avenue for one outstanding misdemeanor 
warrant out of TPD.

One male adult was arrested at 0325 from 
Holly Avenue and Main Street for one out-
standing felony Probation warrant. •

Police Reports  from page 4

Visit us online: www.heraldpublications.com

EmploymEnt

Nativo, Inc. (El Segundo, CA) seeks 
a Senior Software Engineer to dvlp &  
maintain an advrtisng Android Sftwre 
Dvlpmt Kit (SDK) to dlvr ads to 
publshrs’ mobile appls, spcialized in 
Native advrtisng. Dvlp, test & maintain 
advrtisng React Native SDK open-srce 
mobile app frmewk. Dvlp & test ad 
srvr code using Java. Create & reprt 
anlytcs metrcs. Anlyze busnss needs & 
dsgn, test & dvlp sftwre sol’ns to meet 
needs. Dvlp autom’n frmewks & condct 
necssry tests before each Android SDK  
rlease. Docmnt techncl dsgn, code, bld,  
& rlease procdures. Set up CI & CD 
for Android SDK prodcts to ensure 
prodct qlty. Write & maintain techncl 
documt’n for SDK APIs. Req’s: MS in 
Comp Sci or Comp Engg +2yrs exp 
in pos offered or as Sftwre Engnr or 
Bach in Comp Sci or Comp Engg +5yrs 
post-Bach progrssve exp in pos offered 
or as Sftwre Engnr. All req’d exp must 
have incl’d dvlpng & maintaing an 
advrtisng Android SDK platfrm to dlvr  
ads to publishrs’ mobile app, specializd 
in Native advrtisng; dvlpng & testng ad  
server code using Java; & writng & 
maintaining techncl documnt’n for SDK  
APIs. May telecommute from any 
location in U.S. E-mail résumé to: Emilie  
Branham, ebranham@nativo.com. 

EmploymEnt
Part-time Sales. Looking for 
motivated part-time workers. Inside 
sales: work from home and make 
sales calls. 15% commission on all 
sales. Outside sales: territories are 
Torrance and El Segundo. Includes 
walking and interacting with business 
owners. 20% commission on all 
sales. Seniors and students welcome. 
Send resume to management@
heraldpublications.com.

WantEd
In Need of Child Care?  THE LITTLE 
CENTER is NOW ENROLLING!  
Children ages 18 weeks to 6 years 
old. Visit us online at thelittlecenter.
com or call (323)593-9980.

apartmEnt for rEnt
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath,  in top 
condition, clean & comfortable in 
El Segundo. New paint, carpets, 
window coverings, and large single 
garage. $2,200/mth.  310.322.2837.

WantEd
WANTED. Vinyl, vinyl, vinyl records, 
anything musical. Collectibles/antiques. 
Typewriters, sewing machines, military, 
silver, Japan, records, stamps, coins, 
jewelry, Chinese, ANYTHING. Buy/Sell/
Trade. We sell for you on EBAY. Studio 
Antiques, El Segundo. 310.322.3895.

To appear in next week’s paper, submit 
your Classifed Ad by Noon on Tuesday.

Late Ads will incur a $20.00 late fee.

GaraGE SalE

Sporting Goods, Surfboards, Golfing 
Clubs, Boogie Boards, & Fishing 
Tackle. Sunday 7am. 813 Penn St. •

YOUR AD
HERE

Email class@heraldpublications.com
or call 310-322-1830 

for more information.

Classified ads
only $40 

for twenty words or less.

ReaCh 
thousands 
of vieweRs
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 PUBLIC NOTICES

fOr mOrE INfOrmaTION CaLL 310-322-1830 

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2020135408
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as BEACH CITIES COACHING, 
18119 PRAIRIE AVE, TORRANCE, 
CA 90504, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): M & M TMS, INC., 
18119 PRAIRIE AVE, TORRANCE, CA 
90504. This business is being conducted 
by a Corporation.  The registrant 
commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on: 06/2020. Signed: M & 
M TMS, INC., MICHAEL E. JOLY, CFO. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Recorder of Los Angeles County on 
September 8, 2020. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on September 8, 2025. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed prior to September 8, 2025. 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald:         Pub. 10/1, 10/8, 
10/15, 10/22/20             H- 2189

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2020144112
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as QUALITY PLASTIC 
DISPLAYS, 1502 W. 132ND STREET, 
GARDENA, CA 90249-2108, LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY. AI #ON: 2762212. 
Registered Owner(s): BIPAKABA, INC., 
1502 W. 132ND STREET, GARDENA, 
CA 90249-2108. This business is 
being conducted by a Corporation. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed above on: 06/2020. 
Signed: BIPAKABA, INC., BIPLOB K. 
SHAMSROUF, CEO. This statement was 
filed with the County Recorder of Los 
Angeles County on September 22, 2020. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on September 22, 2025. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed prior to September 22, 2025. 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald:          Pub. 10/1, 10/8, 
10/15, 10/22/20             H-2190

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2020144321
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as GRIND TIME ACADEMY, 
2573 E. ADAMS STREET, CARSON, 
CA 90810, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): JERAMY BRYANT, 
2573 E. ADAMS STREET, CARSON, 
CA 90810. This business is being 
conducted by an Individual.  The registrant 
commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on: N/A. Signed: JERAMY 
BRYANT, Owner. This statement was filed 
with the County Recorder of Los Angeles 
County on September 22, 2020. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on September 22, 2025. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed prior to September 22, 2025. 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald:             Pub. 10/1, 10/8, 
10/15, 10/22/20             H-2191

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2020144366
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as 1) FUR BELLY, 2) BARK 
LAB, 435 E. SANTA ANITA AVE. #E, 
BURBANK, CA 91501, LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY. AI #ON: 201720510342. 
Registered Owner(s): PARADIGM LLC, 
435 E. SANTA ANITA AVE. APT E, 
BURBANK, CA 91501. This business is 
being conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above 
on: N/A. Signed: PARADIGM LLC, MARK 
SCHWARTZ, Partner. This statement was 
filed with the County Recorder of Los 
Angeles County on September 22, 2020. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on September 22, 2025. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed prior to September 22, 2025. 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald:          Pub. 10/8, 10/15, 
10/22, 10/29/20             H-2192

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2020152858
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as POWER CONVERSION 
PUBLICATIONS, 909 N. PACIFIC COAST 
HIGHWAY SUITE 230, EL SEGUNDO, 
CA 90245, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): EFFICIENT POWER 
CONVERSION CORPORATION, 909 N. 
PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY SUITE 230, 
EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245. This business 
is being conducted by a Corporation. The 
registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: 12/2011. Signed: 
EFFICIENT POWER CONVERSION 
CORPORATION, ALEXANDER LIDOW, 
CEO. This statement was filed with the 
County Recorder of Los Angeles County 
on October 2, 2020. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on October 2, 2025. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed prior to October 2, 2025. Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (See Section 14400 ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald:         Pub. 10/15, 10/22, 
10/29, 11/5/20             H-2194

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2020159995
The following person(s) is (are) 
doing business as SESAME 
COMMUNICATIONS, 909 N PACIFIC 
COAST HWY FL 11, EL SEGUNDO, 
CA 90245, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): MH SUB I, LLC, 
909 N. PACIFIC COAST HWY., FL 11, EL 
SEGUNDO, CA, 90245. This business 
is being conducted by a Limited Liability 
Company. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above 
on: 09/2015. Signed: MH SUB I, LLC, B. 
LYNN WALSH, Secretary. This statement 
was filed with the County Recorder of Los 
Angeles County on October 9, 2020. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on October 9, 2025. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed prior to October 9, 2025. Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (See Section 14400 ET SEQ., 
Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald:           Pub. 10/22, 
10/29, 11/5, 11/12/20             H-2199

“Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are prepared 
to choose wisely. The real safeguard of  democracy, therefore, is education.” 

– Franklin D. roosevelt

PUBLIC NOTICES

Halloween is coming soon, ghosts and goblins and full moons !!

 - Love You, Mom

PUBLISH
YOUR 
PUBLIC

NOTICES
HERE

ABANDONMENTS:
$125.00

ABC NOTICES:
$125.00

DBA
(Fictitious Business Name)

$75.00
NAME CHANGE:

$200.00
Other type of notice? Contact us

and we can give you a price.

For DBA’s email us at:
dba@heraldpublications.com

All other legal notices email us at:
legalnotices@heraldpublications.com

Any questions?
Call us at 310-322-1830

 NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

CRISTI E. GARVEY
CASE NO. 20STPB07937 

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the WILL 
or estate, or both of CRISTI E. GARVEY.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
filed by DANIEL ELLIS ANDERSON in 
the Superior Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that DANIEL ELLIS ANDERSON be 
appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's 
WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The WILL and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act with limited authority. (This authority 
will allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the 
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in 
this court as follows: 02/11/21 at 8:30AM 
in Dept. 9 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 

hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a copy 
to the personal representative appointed 
by the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or 
(2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
CHRISTINA E. GENTILINI 
SBN 273279
WILLIAMSON & GENTILINI
1945 PALO VERDE AVE. 
STE. 101
LONG BEACH CA 90815
10/8, 10/15, 10/22/20
CNS-3403876#
EL SEGUNDO HERALD
El Segundo Herald    Pub.  10/8, 10/15, 
10/22/20

H-26923

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
ANTONIO JUAN MENDEZ
CASE NO. 20STPB07999 

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the WILL 
or estate, or both of ANTONIO JUAN 
MENDEZ.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
filed by ANDREA C. BESTOW in the 
Superior Court of California, County of 
LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that ANDREA C. BESTOW be appointed 
as personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's 
WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The WILL and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration authority 
will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in 
this court as follows: 02/17/21 at 8:30AM 
in Dept. 9 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 

the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and mail a copy 
to the personal representative appointed 
by the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or 
(2) 60 days from the date of mailing or 
personal delivery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
HOWARD S. FISHER - SBN 70835, LAW 
OFFICES OF HOWARD S. FISHER
9401 WILSHIRE BLVD., STE. 1250
BEVERLY HILLS CA 90212
10/15, 10/22, 10/29/20
CNS-3405891#
EL SEGUNDO HERALD
El Segundo Herald   Pub.  10/15, 10/22, 
10/29/20

H-26927

NOTICE OF RECORD DATE FOR 
ASSERTING CLAIMS AGAINST 

TRAVEL LIGHT, INC.
     PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT, 
by Order dated September 11, 2020, 
the Court of Chancery of the State of 
Delaware (the “Court”) established 
November 13, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. (the 
“Record Date”) as the record date for 
asserting claims against Travel Light, 
Inc. (the “Assignor”) in order to receive 
distribution from assets currently held 
by Michael Busenkell (the “Assignee”) 
pursuant to that certain Assignment 
Agreement by and between the Assignor 
and the Assignee (the “Assignment” and 
the assets, the “Assignment Estate”).  
Subject to further order of the Court, the 
Assignee shall distribute the Assignment 
Estate ratably among creditors pursuant 
to the terms of the Assignment, to satisfy 
Assignor’s debts to the fullest extent 
possible. 
PROCEDURE FOR ASSERTING A 
CLAIM
     Any party asserting a claim against 
the Assignor must submit a Proof of 
Claim (the “Proof of Claim”), in the form 
attached to the Motion of the Assignee 
for an Order (I) Establishing a Record 
Date for Asserting Claims Against the 
Assignment Estate and (II) Approving 
the Form and Manner of Notice Thereof 

(the “Motion”) as Exhibit C, signed by 
the creditor, setting forth the amount 
claimed to be due at the time of the 
commencement of the Assignment or 
thereafter, the consideration therefore 
and the payments received on account 
thereof, if any, and an averment as to 
what security, if any, is held therefore.  
Such Proof of Claim must be received by 
counsel to the Assignee, Evan Rassman, 
Esquire, Reger Rizzo & Darnall 
LLP, 1521 Concord Pike, Suite 305, 
Brandywine Plaza West, Wilmington, 
Delaware 19803, on or before the Record 
Date.  The Proof of Claim shall include 
supporting documentation, as well as 
an itemization of all book accounts and, 
where interest is claimed on instruments 
bearing interest according to the terms 
thereof, a statement of the time from 
which any interest is claimed, and the 
rate of such interest. 
CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE TO 
ASSERT A CLAIM
     Any person or entity that fails to 
assert a claim in the manner set forth 
above prior to the Record Date shall 
not be considered a creditor for purpose 
of receiving a distribution from the 
Assignment Estate.
El Segundo Herald    Pub.  10/15, 
10/22/20

H-26930

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF JOHN 

JOSEPH KANE AKA JOHN J KANE 
Case No. 20STPB07364 

 To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of JOHN JOSEPH KANE 
AKA JOHN J KANE A PETITION FOR 
PROBATE has been filed by Michelle 
Lynn Kane and William Lawrence Katz in 
the Superior Court of California, County 
of LOS ANGELES. THE PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that Michelle Lynn 
Kane and William Lawrence Katz be 
appointed as personal representative to 
administer the estate of the decedent. 
THE PETITION requests the decedent's 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court. THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 

approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted 
unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not grant the 
authority. A HEARING on the petition 
will be held on January 27, 2021 at 8:30 
AM in STANLEY MOSK Dept. No. 9 
located at 111 N. Hill St., Los Angeles, CA 
90012. IF YOU OBJECT to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. IF YOU ARE A 
CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four months 
from the date of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal representative, as 

defined in section 58(b) of the California 
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want to 
consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law. YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If you are a 
person interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate assets 
or of any petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
PETTITIONER SELF REPRESENTED: 
MICHELLE LYNN KANE AND WILLIAM 
LAWRENCE KATZ 
4182 LE BOURGET AVENUE, 
CULVER CITY, CA 90232
El Segundo Herald  Pub.  10/15, 10/22, 
10/29/20

H-26931

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

THERESA MARIE ALTENES AKA 
TERI M. ALTENES

CASE NO. 20STPB08470 
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the WILL 
or estate, or both of THERESA MARIE 
ALTENES AKA TERI M. ALTENES.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been 
filed by JOHN D. LASTER in the Superior 
Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests 
that JOHN D. LASTER be appointed as 
personal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to interested 
persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority will 
be granted unless an interested person 
files an objection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in 
this court as follows: 11/18/20 at 8:30AM 
in Dept. 5 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a 
contingent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the later of 
either (1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) 
of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 
days from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) 
of the filing of an inventory and appraisal 
of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
EDWARD M. BAHNY 
SBN 185218 - BAHNY & CLOSE
200 PINE AVENUE, SUITE 250
LONG BEACH CA 90802
10/22, 10/29, 11/5/20
CNS-3407930#
EL SEGUNDO HERALD
El Segundo Herald   Pub.  10/22, 10/29, 
11/5/20

H-26932
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ElEction 2020

WUSD Candidate 
Neil Goldman

WUSD Candidate 
Jessica Daugherty

WUSD Candidate 
Joanne Kaneda Vote noV. 3

Wiseburn Unified School Board Candidates Q&A

By Duane Plank
What is something about you that 

people would be surprised to know 
about?

Neil Goldman: I’m back in high school, 
and I’ve just finished the final performance of 
“Lights on Broadway,” a musical theater revue 
where I played leading roles from Grease, 
The Music Man, and more. Backstage, after 
the show, a reputable talent agent approached 
me with an extended hand, a smile, and five 
simple words: “I can make you a star!”  Pretty 
temping for an 18-year-old … but her take on 
my talent was assuredly exaggerated.

Instead, I obtained a communications degree, 
an MBA, and a doctorate in education, and 
built businesses where we’ve helped companies, 
non-profits, and schools make better deci-
sions, better understand stakeholders’ needs, 
and find increasing success. I recently turned 
my learnings on business and education into 
an Amazon best seller: The Escalator Effect: 
Four Essential Steps to Lead and Inspire Your 
Organization to Rising Success.

AND … if I think I’m alone, you’re still 
likely to hear me singing. 

Jessica Daugherty: I have lived and worked 
in 4 countries and have travelled extensively in 
over 23 countries. These international experi-
ences taught me to see the world in different 
ways, be open to new experiences, and to 
trust in the power of my fellow humans. In 
Ghana, in West Africa, I worked at a Liberian 
refugee camp where I fought for the rights of 

refugees in a country that opened its borders 
to them but then left them in a disease-filled 
camp with no ability to earn a living.    In 
that harsh environment, I learned about the 
strength of the human spirit and the immense 
opportunity of an education.    Some of the 
women refugees wanted to learn to read so I 
began teaching literacy. By the second class 
there were 80 women ranging in age from 
3 months to 80 years old-all eager to learn. 
These women and children knew that if they 
learned to read, they could find work.    In 
that moment I also learned that I cannot do 
everything alone nor is doing everything alone 
as effective as doing things in community and 
teaching others along the way. By the time 
I left Ghana, I had trained fifteen Ghanaian 
university students to work at the camp which 
ensured the work would continue and expand.

Joanne Kaneda: I have a passion for discov-
ering languages and cultures.  Being raised in 
a bilingual, ethnic household speaking English 
and Croatian gave me insights into diverse 
traditions and behaviors that enrich my life. 
I also explored Spanish, French, Japanese and 
Russian, and taught Russian in High School. 
This familiarity with multiple languages and 
cultures guides me to fully appreciate the 
importance of diversity and inclusion. 

Diversity has multiple forms: gender, race, 
economic status, ethnicity, and those with dis-
abilities. Each form of diversity has its own 
“language” and culture.  As your WUSD Board 
Member, my perception into the languages and 

cultures of diverse groups leads directly to 
opportunities for inclusion in our classrooms. 
WUSD enthusiastically offers opportunities 
for inclusion. As your Board Member, I will 
vigorously enrich WUSD training and learn-
ing to result in a lively culture of teamwork 
and inclusion for teachers, staff, and students.

Learn more at: https://kaneda4wiseburn.com/
What one agenda item would you 

bring to the Board, and if elected, why?
 Jessica Daugherty: One agenda item that 

I would bring to the Board if elected is a 
proposal to create a working group to enhance 
collaboration and communication between the 
Wiseburn Unified K-8 schools and Da Vinci 
Schools high schools.  Enhanced communica-
tion is essential to having a truly “unified” 
WUSD and will facilitate the following: 1) 
Create a cohesive bridge for students and 
families from middle school into high school; 
2) Articulate project based learning practices 
down into middle and elementary school; 3) 
Provide an increased opportunity for joint 
professional development and integrated cost 
savings; and 4) Strengthen the WUSD District 
Community. Our current District is somewhat 
fragmented leaving both the K-8 schools and 
Da Vinci Schools separate from each other 
and thus unable to benefit from the others’ 
knowledge, resources, and phenomenal staff 
and students.

Joanne Kaneda: If re-elected, I will guide 
WUSD to act on learning breakthroughs real-
ized during the COVID pandemic distance 

learning experience. 1. During COVID, 
teachers facilitate distance learning by defin-
ing “cohorts,” or small groups of students to 
enable clear instruction and inclusive response.  
This instruction method forms the foundation 
of project-based learning. 2. My proposal to 
the Board is to extend project-based learn-
ing when we return to our classrooms. This 
approach enables all students to contribute 
to their project group at their level, ensuring 
equitable involvement. Project-based learning 
incorporates critical thinking and problem 
solving, providing practical life tools for 
all students to be future-ready for careers 
and community. Inclusion happens naturally 
when we encourage participation on an equal 
basis from all students. 3. My Board proposal 
to extend project-based learning endorses 
the WUSD philosophy to deliver lifelong 
learning for our community, equitably and 
responsibly. 4. Check my website at https://
kaneda4wiseburn.com/. 

Neil Goldman:  A “Life Ready Initia-
tive” – including critical thinking/problem 
solving skills and financial literacy. This 
would build upon Future-Ready, and Student-
Centered learning—two of the five Wiseburn 
Assurances (https://www.wiseburn.org/board/
goals)—WUSD’s core priorities I led with 
community, teacher, and administrator input.

It’s projected that 65% of children starting 
Kindergarten today will ultimately work in 
completely new jobs that don’t yet exist. Our 
world will only continue to change: we must 
prepare and empower our students accordingly. 
Wiseburn is on the right track, yet we can do 
more.  Clearly developed educational practices 
and individualized student assessments can 
be collaboratively created by our teachers 
and administration to ensure our students 
are indeed “life-ready” for the world ahead.

If re-elected, I will continue to spearhead 
initiatives to engage, empower and elevate all 
Wiseburn stakeholders. This already includes 
Wiseburn-DV integration, communications 
and calendar improvements, enhanced field 
utilization, performance dashboards, and fiscal 
responsibility. Please VoteGoldmanWUSD(.
com). Thank you. •

Lifetime El Segundo Residents
Living Trusts/Wills, Probate, Employment Law, Personal Injury 
Trust and Estates Litigation, Business Litigation, Civil Litigation

310-540-6000
*AV Rated (Highest) Martindale - Hubbell / **Certified Specialist Estate Planning, Trust & Probate Law, State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization
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For RENT!
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getting your business off the ground

Please give your business the name it deserves
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and Lawndale Tribune. We take Visa and MasterCard. 

Please always include your phone number with  
your submission. Payment must be received  

before ad is published. 
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Email to reserve your space

marketing@heraldpublications.com
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was nice, but she didn’t like the food. 
After the five-month trial period ends, 

Whalen and the city manager will evaluate 
any financial or staffing benefits to the city. 
The two leaders could recommend making 
the Hawthorne jail switch a long-term deal. 
Whalen said Tuesday city officials tasked him 
to find efficiencies - including cost savings 
- within the police department budget when 
he was hired in October 2017. 

Because of bail reforms and COVID-19 
precautions, fewer people are staying in 
California jails. Instead, people arrested on 
suspicion of misdemeanor crimes are being 
released on their promise to appear for trial. 
Defendants arrested for more serious crimes 
- including domestic violence or sex offenses 
- can be detained until their arraignment 
and trial under the new bail-reform system. 
“Very few people remain in jail. They are 
processed out,” Whalen explained. 

Voters will decide in the November 3 
general election whether to uphold the state’s 
bail reform law or replace it with something 
else. Proposition 25 is a referendum on Sen-
ate Bill 10, which the Legislature approved, 
but the law never took effect because the 
referendum qualified for the ballot. A “yes” 
vote upholds the current cashless bail reform, 
while a “no” would overturn the lawmakers 
and replace their bail reforms with another 
formula for deciding who is released from 
jail and who stays until they can post bond. 

The fatigue felt by residents dealing with 
COVID-19 and 2020’s new “normal” is real, 
Fire Chief Chris Donovan acknowledged 
during his regular report to the council. The 
epidemic has stretched to seven months. While 
he understands the frustration and impatience 
for the virus to be over, Donovan cautioned El 
Segundo residents not to let those emotions 
override good judgment. The city continues 
to make progress in slowing the spread of the 
novel virus, as evidenced by the latest Los 
Angeles County health department figures. 

As of October 20, El Segundo has seven 
active cases of COVID-19, meaning people 
had tested positive and remained under a 
14-day quarantine. The city has registered 
139 confirmed cases and one death since 
the health emergency began in March. The 
city’s case-positivity rate rose slightly since 
October 6, while actual case rates fell again.

El Segundo city officials learned Tuesday 
their request to Sacramento for a waiver to 
lift the city from the purple tier, where all 

of Los Angeles County is stuck, is being 
considered. The state’s Department of Public 
Health is working on a response. However, 
a representative who spoke October 14 with 
the city’s communications manager, Martha 
Guzman-Hurtado, didn’t specify when an 
answer to El Segundo’s request might come. 

The City Council on September 10 sent a 
letter to Governor Gavin Newsom asking for 
some leniency from his guidelines for a safe 
reopening across California’s counties. The 
governor chose a methodology that treats all 
cities and unincorporated areas within a county 
as a single group, making it impossible for 
El Segundo to be evaluated independently. 
El Segundo would move up two tiers, and 
the South Bay would jump one tier if their 
lower case numbers and test-positivity rates 
were taken into consideration. 

City Attorney Mark Hensley reported that 
other cities and counties - including Torrance 
- are pushing the Newsom administration to 
rethink its one-size-fits-all test for measuring 
the risk of spreading the virus within com-
munities. Cities and counties want Sacramento 
leaders to revise the rules for dealing with the 
extraordinary public crisis, which has closed 
public schools, spiked unemployment, and 
put the brakes on the economy. The reces-
sion forced El Segundo to trim nearly $15 
million from its budget. 

In another COVID-19 development, the 
City Council endorsed Superintendent Me-
lissa Moore and the school district as they 
try to reopen some lower grades for partial 
in-class school days. The school district plans 
to ask Los Angeles public health officials to 
allow kindergarten through second grades 
at Richmond and Center Street elementary 
schools to come back to campus on a limited 
basis. The district expects to file its petition 
by Monday and must wait three weeks for 
county officials to decide. 

Under the school-reopening guidelines is-
sued on September 29, Los Angeles County 
Public Health Department can issue 30 
waivers per week to individual campuses for 
transitional kindergarten through second grade 
only. The earliest Richmond and Center Street 
students could return to campus is November 
30, though it’s possible the district will be 
waitlisted because the reopening rules favor 
schools with higher numbers of children 
receiving free lunches. 

The superintendent expressed confidence 
the district can maintain a safe, healthy en-

City Council    from front page

vironment for everyone in the classroom, the 
office, and support staff. “We have successfully 
offered three weeks of summer day camp 
and six weeks of The Learning Connection 
(TLC) full daycare and distance learning 
support without a single case of COVID-19,” 

Moore wrote. These young children have 
done “an excellent job” wearing their masks, 
following explicit hand-washing instruction, 
and practicing proper use of hand sanitizer, 
the TLC staff report. •

Morgan Rojas

their nation’s response to the COVID-19 out-
break (the film’s title accounts for the number 
of days when Wuhan first began lockdown 
in January to when the country re-opened 
seventy-six days later).

76 Days is mostly devoid of a formal nar-
rative, instead following the many different 
moments that happen within the two hospitals 
during this chaotic time. From seeing the 
respiratory health scares, the medical team’s 
exhausted states, and the inevitable deaths 
that begin to rise, 76 Days captures the full 
spectrum of how the devastating virus actually 
cripples a country.

What makes 76 Days so impactful is that 
there are no politics or punditry injected 
into the film, instead, only choosing to show 
incredibly-captured footage of Wuhan’s 
medical teams working at breakneck speeds 
on the frontlines to treat at-risk patients and 
contain the virus.

Director Hao Wu, along with Weixi Chen 
and director left as anonymous, captures the 
relationships and heartfelt moments between 
the medical team and their patients, showing 
the best in humanity and what we’re all col-
lectively fighting for.

Nine Days (124 min.)
A highly conceptual film that’s both spiri-

tual and sci-fi, Nine Days is ultimately more 

rewarding for the cerebrally-stirring questions 
that it asks the audience to think about after 
it’s done rather than being an exciting watch 
in the moment.

The film begins ambiguously, with a mysteri-
ously quiet and bespectacled man, Will (Winston 
Duke), observing a wall of old televisions–one 
stacked on top of the other–each playing 
through life moments from first-person POVs.

We learn as to why he pores over these life 
moments: (somehow) Will is directly respon-
sible for choosing the souls that will begin a life 
on Earth, a gatekeeper or god-figure, however 
you choose to see it. And so, over nine days 
time, we see Will interview a collection of 
characters, asking them all a variety of life-
affirming questions with searing intensity that 
give the film its conceptual identity.

Nine Days has a very interesting premise, 
but the film–directed by Edson Oda–doesn’t 
give Will anything for him to grow or for us 
to invest in. Zazie Beetz is underutilized as 
Emma, a character interviewing for life on 
Earth, whose countered-openness and positivity 
challenges the cynically over-stoic Will into 
rethinking who should be granted life.

While the film is too slow-paced and loose 
for a great watching experience, Nine Days 
should be rewarded for being a daring and 
original film. •

Ryan Rojas

Film Review  from page 4
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All cats are unique, and Izzy is certainly his 
own cat. He loves pets and belly rubs and can 
be an engaging fellow. He enjoys playing with 
toys but is not overly active. Izzy will make 
a chirping sound when he purrs that lets you 
know that he is super content with the pets. Izzy 
has been known to have problems with using 
the litter box. This behavior is on and off, and 
we think that being in a home where he is an 
only cat might abate the behavior. We know 
it is a looooong shot, but we hope someone 
will give this boy who loves the belly rubs, a 
chance. Izzy would love a home of this own.

These cats and kittens are available for adop-
tion through Kitten Rescue, one of the largest 
cat rescue groups in Southern California.  All 
our kitties are spayed/neutered, microchipped, 
tested for FeLV and FIV, dewormed and current 
on their vaccinations. Temporarily, adoption 
events are suspended.  For additional information 
and to see these or our other kittens and cats, 
please check our website www.kittenrescue.org 
or email us at mail@kittenrescue.org. 

With our city and state shut down, we are 
faced with the delicate balance to protect our 
fellow humans from the spread of COVID-19, 
while continuing our mission of saving the 
most vulnerable victims of the homeless cat 
crisis. We know that these are hard times for 
everyone. If you can give a little, it will go a 

long way. They are still counting on us during 
these difficult times. Your tax-deductible dona-
tions for the rescue and care of our cats and 
kittens can be made through our website or by 
sending a check payable to Kitten Rescue, 914 
Westwood Blvd. #583, Los Angeles, CA 90024.

Saving one animal won’t change the 
world, but the world will surely change for 
that animal. •

Every second of every minute of every day, 
a helpless animal is put to death just because 
no one was there to take them home. Give 
them second chance for love when you adopt 
one of these precious kitties. Along with spay 
and neutering, if just 2% of the pet-owning 
households in America fostered one pet a 
year, we could stop euthanizing healthy pets 
in shelters.

Harry is a black beauty with short length 
silky shiny fur. Smaller than his siblings, 
Harry may not grow into a large cat. He is 
happy sleeping next to you, in office chairs 
and on the cat tree. This terrific little guy 
purrs almost every time you pet him.  When 
it’s playtime, he will do this little attack and 
jump three times backwards. He is just a 
silly kitten. Harry needs a home with another 
kitten or cat to play with. His brother, Ron, 
and sister, Hermione, are up for adoption as 
well. The Cat Dancer toy is their absolute 
favorite toy, straws are second, followed by 
the laser pointer.

Ron is an adorable orange tabby kitten 
with medium length fluffy fur. With his big 
feet and long tail, he most likely will grow 
into a large cat. Ron is happy sleeping just 
about anywhere, including in your bed. He 
likes to be picked up and held as long as you 
are petting him. You can drape Ron around 
your neck and walk around with him. Ron is 
a vocal boy and needs a home with another 
kitten or cat to play with.

Lovely Hermione is a tortoiseshell kitten 
with short to medium length fluffy fur. She has 
a bit of pink in the middle of her black nose 
and tiny white bit at the end of her tail. Her 

tortie spunk and attitude (tortietude) make her 
independent most of the time. But at playtime, 
Hermione plays hard with her siblings, fol-
lowed by a snuggle up to the humans on the 
couch. She needs a home with another kitten 
or young cat to play with. One of her broth-
ers, Ron or Harry, would be an ideal match.

Tommy is an amazing, especially sweet, 
friendly, affectionate cat in the prime of life. 
He is curious yet calm, and very smart. Sadly, 
Tommy was orphaned when his owner passed 
away. Anyone lucky enough to make Tommy 
part of their family will be blessed with a 
loving and devoted companion. To Tommy, 
there is nothing better than following you 
from room to room. He is also quick to play, 
snuggle ans purr when you pet him, chase toy 
mice, and sleep near his family. Occasionally, 
Tommy will even engage you in a good con-
versation, especially when it is time to get a 
treat. Tommy has beautiful markings with a 
unique black spot around his right eye. His 
right hip has two black spots in the shape of 
hearts. He is a lover! And then, there are his 
expressive, green eyes. They are gorgeous 
and shine with all the great warmth and love 
Tommy has to give.

Carly is sweetness personified. She is 
lovely and kind, soft and gentle. Carly is a 
doll anyway you look at it. She is also play-
ful and spunky. Carly loves other cats, and 
she will need a kitty companion in her new 
home. No worries if you do not already have 
a young playful cat to be her bud, you can 
always adopt her with one of her friends or 
siblings. Carly will make a great addition to 
your loving home.

Purrrfect Companions

Harry

Hermione

IzzyCarly

Congratulations to Paige and her new family.

Ron

Our sweet almond-eyed Paige went to 
home to her forever family last week! She 
is as spunky as she is sweet, and we could 
not be happier for her.

Happy Tails
When you adopt a “pet without a partner”, 

you will forever make a difference in their 
life and they are sure to make a difference 
in yours. •

Tommy
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Make your plan 
to vote today: 
plan.lavote.net

MAKE YOUR 
PLAN TO VOTE 
TODAY!
LA County has made it easy 
to vote with safe and socially 
distanced voting options. 

Vote by mail or drop off your 
ballot at one of 400 Official 
Ballot Drop Boxes. If you prefer 
to vote in-person you can go to 
any select Vote Center opening 
October 24th.

talents. Her road to receiving a college 
degree was circuitous, though. Initially, she 
attended DePauw University in Indiana. She 
said that it was “kind of my father’s choice, 
not mine. I didn’t fit in.” She bailed after a 
year-and-a-half and traveled to Spain, where 
she met her boyfriend at the time. Smith 
finally received her college degree in 1987 
at the age of 41.

Although she was working her way up the 
corporate ranks at the iconic bowling business 
Brunswick Corporation, she had not been 
interested in pursuing a business degree. She 
said she found the Liberal Arts curriculum 
offered “so much more fun,” noting that she 

had “promised my Dad before he died, that 
I would finish college.”

The Brunswick Corporation has been around 
for more than a century and is based out of 
the Chicago area.  Smith worked in multiple 
areas of the corporation, finally landing in 
the bowling center division, helping to op-
erate about 250 bowling centers across the 
country.  She called Brunswick “a second 
family to me.” Smith said that she was “never 
much into sports,” but was assigned to run 
a bowling center in Denton, Texas. “It was 
the toughest job that I ever had,” she said. 
She said she had not really bowled much 
but was told that, as a Midwestern gal, the 
Texas pin-busters would have little respect 
for her business decisions unless she upped 
her bowling game. So, she joined a local 
women’s league, a mixed league, and “actu-
ally got pretty good.”   

Next on her travails was a move to Georgia.  
Moved there for “a man,” she said.  While 
working for Brunswick as a purchasing 
agent, she was sent by her boss to Dalton, 
Georgia, “the carpet capital of the world,” to 
design carpet for company bowling centers. 
As luck would have it, she met a gentleman 
while she was in Georgia and decided to stay, 
garnering her real estate license, which she 
utilized for nearly two decades.

Business tailed-off real estate wise, so she 
explored an opportunity with the tax-filers 
H&R Block. “I am not a numbers person,” 
she said, “but I am a good interviewer and 
good asker of questions.” She has worked 
for H&R for two decades, calling it a “great 
part-time job, great for my mind,” she said, 
noting the continuing education classes that 
are required for a tax preparer to complete 
prior to each tax season.  

A grandmother of five, Smith knew that 
she would be the victim of property-priced 
sticker shock when she relocated to El 
Segundo. She said that when she was liv-
ing in the Peach State, her mortgage for a 
three-bedroom house was $900.  Good luck 
finding similarly priced digs here, right? But 
she had a plan and got on the residency list 
for the Park Vista senior housing complex 
and is happy residing there with their af-
fordable rates.  

When not Zooming Rotary meetings, 
Smith said she is looking for a convenient 
and comfortable venue to partake in ball-
room dancing.  She also swims regularly 
and peddles a bicycle.

Smith said that she had planned to get a 
California real estate license when she moved 

here, but her son Drew prevailed upon her to 
manage, “for a few months,” his 1-800-Got-
Junk franchise. Five-plus years later, she is 
still involved with the business, marketing 
primarily to Realtors. She is also affiliated 
with other off-shoot businesses (Hazawaytoday 
and You Move Me) that the entrepreneurial 
Boyles has started.

So how did a former bowling center operator 
and real-estate agent end up as the El Segundo 
Rotary Club president?  Smith said she met a 
couple of affiliated ladies in Hawthorne and 
Drew suggested that she “check-out” the El 
Segundo Rotary Club, and she said it “really 
clicked for me. Fun people, great projects, 
I love the idea of the service that we are 
doing.” She became a Board member, then 
ascended to the Presidency in July of this 
year. “It is a great honor,” she said.

Smith said living and toiling in El Segundo 
reminds her of her Midwest upbringing, noting 
many move into the area for the high-quality 
school system. “People here are so willing 
to participate in things,” she said, noting an 
earlier Rotary program that was launched in 
the earliest stage of the pandemic to benefit 
seniors that garnered 175 volunteers in the 
community to serve their fellow citizens 
who were locked-down. “It really blew my 
mind,” Smith said, “that so many people in 
the community stepped up and said, “yeah, 
I want to do this.”

Local realtor Shiela Fowler considers 
herself a great friend of Smith’s. “Val and 
I originally met through the El Segundo 
Auxiliary of Children’s Hospital,” she said. 
“We quickly developed a friendship. One day 
while attending my Rotary Club meeting, I 
surprisingly saw Val. We laughed, and our 
friendship bond grew even closer. The real 
coincidence in our relationship is while I was 
celebrating my birthday on January 17th, she 
was in the hospital giving birth to her son, 
Drew! So, you can say, the three of us have 
a unique relationship.”

“Val and I truly respect each other,” Fowler 
continued. “We have conversations about our 
many travels and how we are so enriched 
by living in so many different states. I truly 
admire Val for her work ethic, whether it be 
supplementing her income or volunteering in 
our community.”

Said Smith’s friend Adele Bouett: “Val 
is an asset to El Segundo for the numerous 
philanthropic organizations she belongs to.  
She does this with a dedication one does 
not often find. I know that she puts so much 
thought and care into the meetings and 
members. Not to forget raising money and 
making sure the organizations are deserving 
and represent the consensus of the club.”

“When I first moved to El Segundo, she 
introduced me to so many people, and I 
decided there that if this was the quality of 
people in El Segundo, I want to live here. 
She is kind and thoughtful and always has a 
smile on her face. She also listens when you 
talk, which can be rare in these times. Val 
says what she means and means what she 
says. If she says, she will do something she 
does, not empty sayings in her book. She is 
a loyal friend. Last year I had some serious 
back surgery that was only supposed to have 
me in the hospital for a week. It did not go 
as planned, and I was there a month. She 
was there to visit and support my recovery. 
She would do things for me that I took for 
granted before, like going to the market, 
picking up meds, and trying to deal with the 
plethora of medical folks.  She helped me 
with my dog: all the little and big things. I 
do not know how I would have come as far 
as I have without her help. She just showed 
up and did it.”

Like the rest of us, Smith is looking for-
ward to the time when we can return to a 
sense of normalcy, have in-person meetings, 
and nurture social contacts. Until that time 
comes, Smith will continue fulfilling her 
Rotary Club duties, stay current on tax laws, 
and, hopefully, find a venue to indulge her 
passion for ballroom dancing. •
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