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See Shoplifters, page 4

By Rob McCarthy
If the UCLA men’s basketball coach wanted 

his team to play good defense and get some 
steals, three young members of the Bruin 
squad clearly misunderstood Steve Alford’s 
instructions. In what became an international 
shoplifting incident, the younger brother of 
Lakers guard LaVar Ball got caught stealing 
from a store in China.

The goodwill tour turned into a lesson 
in Chinese criminal justice for Bruin fans 
and Americans. The three UCLA freshmen 
- LiAngelo Ball, Jalen Hill and Cody Riley 
- escaped possible prison sentences in China, 
which considers retail theft a disrespectful 
act by anyone - including tourists - toward 
that host nation.

Californians don’t share the Chinese 
government’s stern view toward stealing 
from stores, and in 2014 passed a statewide 
initiative to downgrade shoplifting to a 
misdemeanor when the value is $950 or 
less. The authors of Prop. 47 said the 
voter-approved change in the state’s penal 
code would lower adult prison populations, 
and it did. 

An unintended consequence has been 
more shoplifting by individuals and criminal 
gangs, the retail industry says, though stealing 
was on the rise before the 2014 passage 
of the criminal-sentencing initiative. Still, 
shoplifting by American adults is a crime 
that’s expensive on a national scale and an 
embarrassment when it’s done overseas. 

The next time you’re in a South Bay 
store or at one of the malls, think about 
this statistic. One in 11 people will steal 
something from a retailer, and it’s not usually 
premeditated. Habitual shoplifters steal six 
times per month, according to the National 
Association for Shoplifting Prevention. 

Retail thieves get busier around the holidays 
in Manhattan Beach, according to Officer Tim 
Zins with the police department. Stores that 
sell alcohol know from experience they’ll be 
targeted between now and New Year’s Day. 
Shoplifters in the city want the good cheer 

Shown: Left to Right – Jarrod Quan, Katie Moore, Barry Dylewski, Margaret Adler, Kevin Wang, Helen Robinson, Eugene 
Zhou, Preethika Venugopal. Photo provided by provided by USTA.

Chevron’s Women’s Network Bake 
Sales Support Walk With Sally

Chevron’s Women’s Network held bake sales at the Chevron refinery throughout the month of October. All the proceeds, $1,300, were given to Walk With Sally for programs supporting children whose 
parents, guardians or siblings have cancer or have succumbed to cancer. Chevron did a check presentation with Walk With Sally last week. Those in the picture include Casey Stokes, RSD Operations Manager 
and Women’s Network Management Sponsor; Diane Reed, Human Resources Manager; Women’s Network Leadership Team members; Michele McRae, Director of Development Walk With Sally, Page Sacks, 
Special Events & Communications Manager, Walk With Sally; and Nick Arquette, Founder and Executive Director, Walk With Sally. Photo Provided by Chevron.

Stores Ready for Crowds and Shoplifters
without paying for it, Zins says.  

“Suspects come into the stores with heavy 
clothing and attempt to hide the alcohol 
under their clothes and try to walk out of 
the stores,” Zins said. Some shoplifters will 
walk past the cashier without paying for 
merchandise, hoping they blend in with the 
crowds. The less-stealthy thieves will grab 
a bottle and dash for the front door.

Big and small retailers have come to 
expect unwanted visits by these modern-
day Grinches, and Zins says the stores have 
security measures in place to detect thieves 
lurking in the aisles. Surveillance cameras 
will catch a shoplifter in the act, but there’s 
high-tech isn’t the only way the stores are 
fighting back, according to Zins.

“Many stores have upgraded their video 

surveillance systems and some have added 
more personnel during the holidays to greet 
people while entering the store.  Having this 
natural surveillance of human interaction 
with potential criminals usually deters them 
because they know they are being watched 
by employees,” he revealed.

Thieves don’t just prey on the retailers. 
Manhattan Beach residents report more thefts 
of all kinds around the holidays, including 
package thefts and home burglaries. Vehicle 
burglaries also jump around the holidays, 
with some thieves smashing car windows to 
grab merchandise in plain view, according 
to Zins. 

 Like the stores, residents should be on 
the lookout of suspicious characters in their 

Manhattan Beach Tennis Team 
Crowned National Champions 

The tennis team from Manhattan Beach, 
Calif., representing the USTA Southern 
California Section, was crowned champion 

at the USTA League 18 and Over 9.0 Mixed 
Doubles National Championships held at the 
Mobile Tennis Center in Mobile, Alabama. •
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Seniors Looking Up

Based on a Press Release from UC 
Santa Cruz, Provided by Bob Eklund

New analysis of Pluto’s atmosphere explains 
why New Horizons spacecraft measured 
temperatures much colder than predicted. 

The gas composition of a planet’s 
atmosphere generally determines how much 
heat gets trapped in the atmosphere. For the 
dwarf planet Pluto, however, the predicted 
temperature based on the composition of 
its atmosphere was much higher than actual 
measurements taken by NASA’s New Horizons 
spacecraft in 2015.

A new study published November 16 in 
Nature proposes a novel cooling mechanism 
controlled by haze particles to account for 
Pluto’s frigid atmosphere.

“It’s been a mystery since we first got the 
temperature data from New Horizons,” said 
first author Xi Zhang, assistant professor of 
Earth and planetary sciences at UC Santa 
Cruz. “Pluto is the first planetary body we 
know of where the atmospheric energy budget 
is dominated by solid-phase haze particles 
instead of by gases.”

The cooling mechanism involves the 
absorption of heat by the haze particles, 
which then emit infrared radiation, cooling 
the atmosphere by radiating energy into space. 
The result is an atmospheric temperature of 
about 70 Kelvin (minus 203 degrees Celsius, 
or minus 333 degrees Fahrenheit), instead of 
the predicted 100 Kelvin (minus 173 Celsius, 
or minus 280 degrees Fahrenheit).

According to Zhang, the excess infrared 
radiation from haze particles in Pluto’s 
atmosphere should be detectable by the James 
Webb Space Telescope, allowing confirmation 
of his team’s hypothesis after the telescope’s 
planned launch in 2019.

Extensive layers of atmospheric haze can 
be seen in images of Pluto taken by New 
Horizons. The haze results from chemical 

(BPT) - One in two women over the age 
of 50 will suffer a fracture caused by osteo-
porosis in her remaining lifetime. Despite its 
prevalence, there are many myths and mis-
conceptions about this “silent” disease. These 
myths may be a reason why osteoporosis is 
underdiagnosed and undertreated.

A fragility fracture (breaking a bone by 
falling from a standing height or lower) can 
impact day-to-day life, but it can also be an 
indicator for osteoporosis in postmenopausal 
women. When you have osteoporosis, even 
daily tasks such as taking your dog for a walk 
can put you at risk for a fragility fracture of 
the wrist, leg or even hip. But, a startling 
82 percent of postmenopausal women did 
not identify such fractures as a possible risk 
factor for osteoporosis, according to results 
from a recent online survey of over 1,000 
postmenopausal women conducted by Harris 
Poll on behalf of Radius Health, in partner-
ship with HealthyWomen and the National 
Osteoporosis Foundation.

“It is critical that postmenopausal women 
do not dismiss seemingly insignificant fra-
gility fractures as ‘clumsiness,’ but instead 
see them as an important indicator for bone 
fragility, disease progression and the need for 
intervention,” says Dr. Andrea Singer, MD, 
FACP, CCD, clinical director and trustee of 
the National Osteoporosis Foundation.

This is just one myth about osteoporosis. 
There are many others, including:

Myth: Osteoporosis only affects the elderly.
Truth: Osteoporosis often affects women 

after menopause. Natural menopause can 
occur as early as age 50. The rate of bone 
loss after menopause is increased with the 
accompanying loss of estrogen. Osteoporosis 
is a progressive disease that lowers the density 
of bones over time, making them weaker and 
more likely to fracture.

Myth: Osteoporosis isn’t very common.
Truth: Ten million Americans are estimated 

to have osteoporosis, and more than 8 million 
of those are women.

Myth: Osteoporosis isn’t that serious.

Busting Myths and Misconceptions 
About Osteoporosis

Truth: More women over the age of 55 
were hospitalized in the United States for 
osteoporosis-related fractures than for stroke, 
heart attack or breast cancer. Yet, according 
to the survey, postmenopausal women were 
more likely to be concerned with a diagnosis 
of stroke, heart attack and breast cancer than 
osteoporosis.

Myth: Health care providers will tell you 
when it’s time to test for osteoporosis.

Truth: Research suggests only 2 in 10 
older women in the United States who suffer 
a fracture are tested or treated for osteopo-
rosis. Furthermore, according to the survey, 
96 percent of postmenopausal women who 
have not yet been diagnosed with osteoporosis 
and who suffered a fragility fracture were not 
told by their health care provider it could be 
linked to osteoporosis.

Myth: Getting enough calcium and vitamin 
D is enough to treat osteoporosis.

Truth: About 3 in 10 postmenopausal 
women incorrectly believe that drinking milk 
or taking calcium supplements alone will pre-
vent osteoporotic fractures/breaks, the survey 
found. While getting enough calcium and 
vitamin D is critical to keep bones strong, it 
may not be enough when it comes to treat-
ing osteoporosis in postmenopausal women, 
especially after a fracture. 

Myth: There is no way to build new bone 
after menopause.

Truth: About one-quarter of postmenopausal 
women incorrectly believe there is no way to 
build new bone at their age, the survey found. 
The truth is that certain types of treatment for 
postmenopausal osteoporosis can help build 
new bone, while others help slow bone loss.

Separating the truths from the myths is 
an important step in pursuing appropriate 
care for bone health after menopause. To 
get more information about osteoporosis, 
visit the Fractured Truth website at www.
fracturedtruths.com. To learn more and find 
a community of supportive women, visit 
the Fractured Truth Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/FracturedTruth.  •  

Hydrocarbon Haze Keeps Dwarf 
Planet Colder than Expected

Pluto’s haze layer is blue in this image taken by the New Horizons Ralph/Multispectral Visible Imaging Camera and computer generated 
to replicate true color. Haze is produced by sunlight-initiated chemical reactions of nitrogen and methane, leading to small particles 
that grow and settle toward the surface. (Image credit: NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI).

reactions in the upper atmosphere, where 
ultraviolet radiation from the Sun ionizes 
nitrogen and methane, which react to form 
tiny hydrocarbon particles tens of nanometers 
in diameter. As these tiny particles sink down 
through the atmosphere, they stick together 
to form aggregates that grow larger as they 
descend, eventually settling onto the surface.

“We believe these hydrocarbon particles are 
related to the reddish and brownish stuff seen 
in images of Pluto’s surface,” Zhang said.

The researchers are interested in studying 
the effects of haze particles on the atmospheric 
energy balance of other planetary bodies, such 
as Neptune’s moon Triton and Saturn’s moon 
Titan. Their findings may also be relevant 
to investigations of exoplanets with hazy 
atmospheres.

New Horizons passed within 7,800 miles of 
Pluto, with this closest approach on July 14, 
2015. New Horizons had a relative velocity 
of 30,800 mph at its closest approach, and 
came as close as 17,900 miles to Charon. 
Starting 3.2 days before the closest approach, 
long-range imaging included the mapping 
of Pluto and Charon to 25 miles resolution. 
Because of Pluto’s tilt, portions of the northern 
hemisphere were in shadow at all times. 

Meanwhile, instruments on board New 
Horizons studied the atmosphere, both by 
emissions of atmospheric molecules (airglow), 
and by dimming of background stars as they 
pass behind Pluto (occultation). During and 
after closest approach, other instruments 
sampled the planet’s high atmosphere and its 
effects on the solar wind. They also searched 
for dust. A communications dish on Earth 
measured the disappearance and reappearance 
of the radio signal as the probe flew by behind 
Pluto. The results resolved Pluto’s diameter 
(by their timing) and atmospheric density 
and composition (by their weakening and 
strengthening pattern). •
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By Adam Serrao
With quarterback Sam Darnold under center, 

the USC Trojans won their first conference 
title since 2008. With a 31-28 victory over 
the Stanford Cardinal last Friday night in 
Santa Clara, the Trojans showed just how 
gritty they can be and how good they have 
become in such a short amount of time. 
Unfortunately for USC, its two losses on the 
year banished the team from College Football 
Playoff conversation and landed it in this 
year’s Cotton Bowl. Even still, the Trojans 
not only showed that they have become a 
force to be reckoned with, but also proved 
that they have come a long way since their 
inconsistent play at the beginning of the 
regular season. 

USC fans got everything that they could have 
possibly asked for out of the game against 
Stanford last week. Not only was it close and 
competitive throughout, but it came down to a 
gritty fourth down stand with seconds ticking 
off of the clock in the fourth quarter of play 
that would wind up determining the Trojans’ 
fate. Uchenna Nwosu, the outside linebacker 
for USC, was the hero of the game this time 
around, gashing the Cardinal offensive line to 
fly through and make a game-saving stop on 
the one-yard line. “Probably the biggest stop 
of the year,” Trojans running back Ronald 
Jones explained of the play. 

USC came away with the slim three-point 
victory, but not before Jones rushed for 140 
yards and two touchdowns while simultane-
ously moving into the top five on USC’s career 
rushing list. Darnold, the star quarterback who 
will likely have just one game remaining in 
the Cardinal and Gold before taking off for 
the NFL, finished with 325 yards through 
the air and two touchdowns while also be-
ing named MVP of the title game played at 

Levi’s Stadium in Northern California. “It’s 
special to see how far we’ve come as a team,” 
Darnold said with a smile on his face after 
his team had finally secured the win.  

With the victory, the Trojans became the 
first team from the South Division to win 
the Pac-12 title. It wasn’t easy, either. The 
defense had to put up with the prolific play of 
both opposing quarterback K.J. Costello and 
opposing running back Bryce Love. Costello 
only completed five passes in the first half 
of play, but came on strong in the third and 
fourth quarters to finish with a total of 192 
yards through the air and two touchdowns. 
Love, on the other hand, had carried Stanford 
all year long and attempted to do so again 
in this game with a total of 125 yards and 
a touchdown on the ground. 

Despite the good play of Stanford, the 
game still ended in USC’s favor. Even with 
the win for USC, the team still found itself 
on the outside looking in on this year’s four-
team College Football Playoff. “Obviously, 
the reality is we’ll need some help,” USC 
coach Clay Helton said following his team’s 

Trojans Take Home Pac-12 Title
victory, before the playoff standings were 
announced. “But we deserve to be in the 
discussion, especially the way we finished 
the season. [We’re] hot right now.”

If only the season were two games longer, 
the Trojans may have had a better chance 
to prove themselves and their 11-2 overall 
record. Unfortunately for USC, those two 
losses were enough to keep the team behind 
the likes of Clemson, Oklahoma, Georgia and 
Alabama in the end-of-year standings. “We’re 
sitting here as champion,” Helton continued. 
“That’s important. We sit here with 11 wins. 
We sit here with an unbelievable strength of 
schedule. We had the opportunity to show on 
national TV who we are.”

Although they did not finish in the final 
four, it can still be said that the Trojans 
had an excellent season and perhaps even 
overachieved in a year when they weren’t 
expected to do much at all. With the amount 
of injuries suffered on the team and the 
amount of youth on the offensive side of the 
ball, the achievements of USC this season 
can certainly be considered impressive, to 

say the least. As it turns out, a 30-27 loss 
at Washington State in September could turn 
out to be the only thing that kept the Trojans 
out of the playoff. That slim, three-point 
loss, which could have realistically gone 
either way once all was said and done, may 
just turn out to be the one game that comes 
back to haunt USC and all of its fans once 
this year’s season officially comes to an end. 

Despite the Trojans’ impressive win over 
Stanford, there simply wasn’t a possible 
combination of championship game results 
last Saturday that could have vaulted the team 
into the College Football Playoff conversa-
tion. Even still, the team’s first conference 
title since 2008 should be celebrated--and 
a matchup against Ohio State in this year’s 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic is certainly 
not something to be taken for granted. That 
game will take place on December 29 in Ar-
lington, Texas and could provide the Trojans 
with the perfect pedestal to finish the season 
off strong with a statement win against an 
extremely elite opponent from the Big Ten. 

Aserrao6@yahoo.com - @UpandAdam6 •

Wishing you the  
happiest of holidays  

and a prosperous  
New Year

Herald Publications
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Shoplifters    from front page

Finance
By Rob McCarthy

A new law will make it possible for small 
companies to afford workplace accident in-
surance next year by loosening the rules on 
privately-owned businesses, says the South 
Bay lawmaker who sponsored the bill.

Senator Steven Bradford, D-Gardena, 
said that more owners and board members 
of California corporations can opt out their 
company workers’ comp policies under 
his bill. Part-owners and directors will be 
allowed to waive coverage as long as they 
have other health insurance to cover them 
in case of accident or illness. 

The Legislature’s efforts to reduce cheating 
by employers have made it harder on small 
business owners, according to Bradford who 
represents the 35th District. The California 
Department of Insurance says that workers’ 
comp premium fraud occurs when a company 
underreports the true number of employees 
on its payroll. 

The new law doesn’t take effect until July 
1, giving small businesses time to decide 
who’ll claim the exemption. The California 
Medical Association predicted that owners of 
medical practices will sign up immediately 
for the waivers.

“All owners of medical corporations will 
be able to exempt themselves from work-
ers’ compensation coverage, regardless of 
percentage ownership, as long as they submit 
a waiver and have health insurance cover-
age,” the association said when the bill was 
signed on October 30. 

Currently, a relative or investor in a corpo-
ration can decline insurance coverage if they 
own at least 15 percent of the business. That 
same applies to a member of a board of direc-
tors. Bradford’s bill relaxes the requirement 
so that owners with a lower 10 percent stake 
also may opt out as a cost-saving measure. 

The 15-percent rule was “arbitrary” and 
left many owners of medical corporations to 
pay higher insurance bills for coverage they 
didn’t need, according to the state’s medical 
association that sponsored Bradford’s bill. 

CMA noted that the rule had good inten-
tions. It was aimed at stopping employers 
from handing out phony job titles or small 
fractions of a business to avoid coverage 
requirements under the work comp system. 
The 15 percent rule wound up costing 
medical corporations with 10 owners an 
additional $11,000 to $18,000 per year, the 
CMA estimated. 

Bradford, who is chairman of the state 

Senate Labor and Industrial Relations Com-
mittee, said that he supports all employers 
paying their fair share for coverage. However, 
small businesses are being hurt the most. 
“This bill balances both goals” of preventing 
premium fraud and removing a cost burden 
for smaller businesses, Bradford said on his 
website. Larger businesses and corporations 
would benefit under the change in law.

Bradford’s bill, which Governor Jerry 
Brown signed in mid-October, rewrites the 
California Labor Code to ease workers’ comp 
coverage rules and the definition of who is 
an employee. Under the law, all employees 
who aren’t exempt must be accounted for in 
a policy for workplace accidents, illnesses 
and deaths. 

An owner or director submits a written 
waiver under the penalty of perjury, and 
insurers don’t need to verify the informa-
tion is true. Bradford says on his website 
that he believes the bill safeguards against 
more fraud. 

Accident insurance rates for all businesses 
could fall sooner than mid-year. California 
Insurance Commissioner Dave Jones has 
recommended that workers’ comp insurers 
lower their rates by as much as 17 percent. 
His office calculates that the base rate for 
workplace coverage should be $1.94 per 
$100 of payroll. “The continued decreases in 
costs to insurers should be passed along to 
employers through lower rates,” said Jones, 
urging lawmakers to make it automatic. “The 
law does not require this currently.”  

The state’s elected commissioner advises 
the insurance industry on what to charge the 
employers, but can’t force them to follow his 
recommendation. Insurers and their policy-
holders are seeing lower costs for medical 
care, which Jones attributes to changes in the 
law going back to 2012. As a result, claims 
are being settled more quickly, he reported 
in late October.  

Investigators with the Department of Insur-
ance have cracked down on employers who 
hide their actual number of employees, while 
the Division of Workers’ Compensation has 
begun to suspend doctors who are convicted 
of billing fraud or other crimes. Doctors 
kicked out of the work comp system cannot 
treat injured workers or continue to bill their 
employers for ongoing care. 

Fraud in California costs the workers’ 
compensation system between $1 billion to 
$3 billion per year, according to the Depart-
ment of Insurance. •

Insurance Changes Bringing 
Needed Relief to Medical Practices  

(BPT) - When it comes to a dream cruise, 
everyone has their own idea of the ideal 
vacation. The beautiful ocean waves break-
ing against the bow beneath you, the warm 
breeze blowing against your hair and the 
lure of new, unexplored destinations off in 
the distance. If you’re lucky, maybe your 
dream vacation is already in the works and 
you’re eagerly counting down the days until 
it’s time to board. And if you’re still in the 
dreaming phases of your perfect cruise, 
you realize that dreaming of your vacation 
is almost as much fun as living it... almost.

No matter where you are in the process, 
the perfect cruise is more than just picking 
your dream destination; there are plenty of 
other things to consider as well. Whether a 
minor or monumental task, these tips are 
your starting point. Satisfy each of these 
considerations and you’ll be on your way to 
making your cruise everything you dreamed 
it could be.

Look for the Best Deal 
If you could enjoy the same amazing cruise 

at a fraction of the price, why wouldn’t you? 
Deals are not hard to come by in the cruise 
industry and the key is to book early. Do 
your research, look for package offers and 
book your trip as soon as you can. The wait 
may be difficult but an early booking could 
save you hundreds of dollars.

 Pick the Right Cruise Line 
Your dream cruise rests on the right ship, 

so don’t leave this choice to chance. MSC 
Seaside is a sun-lover’s paradise with plenty 
of outdoor space to take in the Caribbean 
sunshine and stunning views, thanks to its 

Make Any Cruise Smooth Sailing

unique outdoor, ocean level promenade. 
When you step inside for a bite to eat, you’ll 
discover MSC Seaside is home to celebrity 
chef Roy Yamaguchi’s first restaurant at sea. 

Pack Smart and  
Know What’s Included 

Your cruise line is your home away from 
home for the duration of your trip, but that 
doesn’t mean you have to bring home with 
you. 

Plan Activities for the  
Whole Family 

While the cruise itself is enjoyable, it’s the 
activities you take part in while on the ship 
that truly make your vacation unforgettable. 
Look for a cruise that offers activities for 
your entire family. MSC Seaside, for example, 
features the most interactive water park at 
sea with slide boarding technology, two of 
the longest zip lines at sea, a 4D cinema and 
two Formula 1 racing simulators. 

Arrive Early 
Weeks and months of planning using the 

tips above could be all for naught if you 
don’t heed this last piece of advice. After 
all, flights can be delayed or cars can break 
down and if such a thing should happen to 
you, planning a little extra time into your 
schedule ensures that when the ship does 
leave, you’re on it, no matter what happened 
on the road to get there.

Your dream vacation is waiting for you. If 
you’re in the planning stage for your cruise, 
applying the tips above can help you finalize 
your strategy and finally get on the ship. 

To get started on planning your cruise, 
visit www.msccruises.com. •

neighborhoods.
“Suspects know we shop during the 

holidays and usually have more valuables in 
our homes at this time.  We encourage our 
community to always lock their doors and 
windows, use their alarm systems, have a 
working camera system and most importantly 
if you see something, say something,” Zins 
advises

Shoplifters describe getting a rush or 
a “high’ feeling every time they pilfer 
from a store and leave without paying for 
merchandise, the National Association for 
the Prevention of Shoplifting says on its 
web site. “Many shoplifters will tell you 
that this high is their true reward, rather 
than the merchandise itself” the group says. 

The great majority of retail thieves aren’t 

professionals or shoplifting crews that have 
begun to plague the area, according to experts. 
In fact, 97 percent of shoplifters steal because 
of social pressure or for personal reasons. 
The other 3 percent are professional criminals 
who sell stolen merchandise or trade it.

Interestingly, non-professional thieves don’t 
commit other types of crimes other than 
stealing, the NASP says. They’re typically 
non-violent and sometimes they even make a 
purchase in the store where they’re shoplifting, 
theft-prevention experts report. 

The next time you’re in a department store, 
look around for the nearest 10 people because 
one of them is stealing. That is based on 
industry estimates that one in 11 people who 
frequent stores and malls shoplift. Employee 
theft is a problem for stores, too, which is 

why stores are spending more on video 
surveillance and other technology to lower 
the dollar-value of pilfered merchandise. 

Organized retail criminal gangs, known as 
ORCs, are harder to stop and more dangerous 
for store security-team members, according 
to the National Retail Federation. Criminal 
enterprises in Los Angeles County recently 
have begun targeting cell-phone stores, where 
members grab as much as $60,000 in new 
phones before leaving.

“These are not ordinary thieves, 
opportunists or people making bad choices,” 
Jerry Biggs, Walgreens’ ORC division 
director, says. “We’re talking about criminals 
engaged in human trafficking, drugs and 
terrorism. They’re committing retail crime 
to fund another illicit activity.”

The national retail organization estimates 
that organized retail crime is a $30 billion 
nationwide activity. Gangs target specific 
products, such as baby formula, cosmetics, 
over-the-counter drugs, DVDs, and expensive 
items. The Los Angeles Police Department 
formed a special unit in 2007 in response 
to these retail-theft networks. 

These criminal networks send in “boosters” 
who use a variety of tricks to conceal stolen 
items, including belts worn under clothing 
or shopping bags with hidden compartments. 
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Usually, a getaway driver is parked nearby 
often in a car with paper license plates, 
according to law enforcement. 

Thirty-four states have come down hard 
in recent years on ORCs, adding offenses 
to their penal codes for members of these 
retail-theft crews. California is the only West 
Coast state not to have an ORC statute.

Prop. 47 required that non-violent 
crimes that were felonies before 2015 
require misdemeanor sentencing, including 
shoplifting and grand theft where the value 
of the stolen goods didn’t exceed $950. The 
same dollar threshold applies to receiving 
stolen property, forgery, fraud and passing 
a bad check.

Experts and psychologists who’ve studied 
the behavior by shoplifters report that most 
adults who steal started as teenagers. Because 
shoplifters are hard to spot, stores train their 
employees to greet customers and ask if they 
need any help. A friendly offer of assistance 
is a deterrent to shoplifters, according to 
loss-prevention experts.

U.S. retailers lose $13 billion each year 
to theft, which includes employee theft. In 
California, the number of shoplifting arrests 
has increased five of the last six years, 
according to the state attorney general’s 
office. • 
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By Duane Plank
I guess we shouldn’t be surprised, right, that 

the piece of human debris, illegal immigrant 
Jose Inez Garcia Zarate, who gunned down 
innocent Kate Steinle as she happily strolled 
on a pier with her father in her sanctuary city, 
San Francisco, in July of 2015, was acquit-
ted of murder and manslaughter charges last 
week in a shameful Bay Area trial verdict.

Anyone remember the preposterous deci-
sion rendered in the O.J. trial?

The homeless illegal and ignorant immi-
grant Zarate, who had committed multiple 
felonies while being sheltered in America 
illegally, had been deported five times, but 
somehow continued to resurface in America 
to continue his criminal ways--which ended 
with the slaughter of Steinle, who died in 
her father’s arms. 

Those who favor lax immigration policies-
-and I am talking to you, Gavin Newsom, the 
ex-San Francisco mayor who may be our next 
Governor--should be oh-so-proud that their 
sanctuary city policies, which impinge upon 
law enforcement and federal officials from 
ridding the country of illegals like Zarate, 
are directly responsible for the death of Jim 
Steinle’s 32-year-old child.

Back in March of 2015, Zarate, who had 
just wrapped up his third stint in federal 
prison for felony entry into the United States 
from Mexico, was handed over to the cops 
in San Francisco for possible prosecution 
on a musty bench warrant that had been is-
sued against the creep for alleged marijuana 
possession. 

Prosecutors declined to file charges, and, 
on the face of it, no big deal, right? Pot 
smoking, pot possession was on the way to 
legalization, and I am sure the sanctuary city 
prosecutors had their hands full investigating 
and litigating other nefarious crimes that were 

By Cristian Vasquez
Once again the President of the United 

States had a weekend that was difficult to 
ignore. After the news that former National 
Security Advisor Michael Flynn’s pled guilty 
to lying to the FBI, President Trump was 
quiet about the incident…for about a day. 
Then, as per usual, his Twitter account blew 
up with what 45 produces best: lies and 
absurdities. While Trump apologists might 
be pounding their chest the tax bill that’s 
set to make everyone dirt poor, let’s focus 
on the fact that the leader of the free world 
isn’t capable of being honest about even the 
pettiest topic. Let’s look at how he fails to 
keep his mouth shut when it really matters. 

For starters, the President is now saying 
that General Flynn did nothing wrong even 
after the latter admitted to the FBI that 
he lied. Whatever the reasons for General 
Flynn’s lies, he committed perjury--and 
that by definition is a crime, which in es-
sence is wrong. Now, if the President is this 
convinced that General Flynn is innocent of 
any wrongdoing, why was the man removed 
from that position? If you think back to a 
press conference after Flynn’s release from 
his obligations as National Security Advi-
sor, the Snowflake-In-Chief alluded to the 
General’s resignation being the result of the 
bad press he received and not because of the 
man’s actions. 

Well, the tweets from this weekend were 
just another disgusting reminder that the White 
House is being occupied by someone not 
qualified to run a Twitter account, let alone 

Trump Apologists Allow for His 
Twitter Antics to Rave On and On

Congrats, Sanctuary City Backers

the nation. Rather than staying off Twitter 
and letting things play out, the President has 
to go online to question the integrity and ef-
ficiency of the FBI by saying the agency is 
now the “worst in history.” The same national 
security agency that’s pivotal in protecting 
this country that he claims to love so much 
has been continuously undermined by the 
capricious tantrums of a delusional man-child. 

The disturbing and disgusting part is that 
so many Trump apologists see nothing wrong 
with his behavior. The same people that kick 
and scream about an NFL player taking a 
knee because it’s disrespectful are absolutely 
content with this tangerine maniac attacking 
the reputation of our own agencies in an at-
tempt to save face. Ironically, the President’s 
tantrums and his apologists’ support only 
highlight the inability to think logically and 
truly have an ounce of self-respect.

To recap, General Flynn pleads guilty to 
lying to the FBI finds and the President ac-
cuses the agency of being in “titter tatters.” 
However, when the findings from Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation are 
reported, all the President can whine is, “Fake 
news.” At this point it is anyone’s guess why 
the leader of the free world has the matu-
rity and restraint of a teenager.  Maybe 45 
promised Putin that our media would honor 
and respect him, or maybe the President is 
simply terrified of the former KGB leader 
and doesn’t want to anger him. Whatever his 
reasons, with each passing day it’s going to 
become more difficult to get the stench out 
of the White House that is Trump. •

being planned and committed.
But when they decided to let Zarate skate 

on the weed charges, shouldn’t they, at that 
point, have deported the loser Zarate? They 
had full knowledge of his heinous behavior in 
our country and that he was here very illegally. 
But, as the late comedian John Belushi used 
to say, “NO!” City officials did not comply 
with a request from Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officials to notify them before 
releasing Zarate, who was freed to wander 
the streets of San Francisco, presumably to 
commit more crimes until his fate became 
intertwined with the Steinle family on that 
fateful afternoon.

At the time of Steinle’s take-down, then-
candidate Donald Trump, who was at the 
time was considered a fringe possibility in 
the race for the Republican nomination, said 
that “this senseless and totally preventable 
act of violence committed by an illegal im-
migrant is yet another example of why we 
must secure our border immediately,” and the 
real estate magnate began blustering about 
“building a wall.”

Fast-forward to December 2017 and there 
is no wall. Sanctuary cities dot the California 
landscape, protecting illegals and other losers. 
Proponents of illegals, a consortium includ-
ing lefties, the entrenched bureaucracy, the 
media and even some Republican business 
owners who favor cheap labor, continue to 
hold sway.

One of their favored gambits is espousing 
that we need illegals to “do the jobs Americans 
won’t do.” Well, one job Americans have 
proved very adept at is committing murder. 
Check out the murder rate in Chicago. Yes, 
we have enough American citizens killing 
each other. We certainly don’t need to im-
port criminals from outside the country to 
handle that job. •
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House for rent

411 1/2 Whiting St: 2 bedroom/1 
bath, w detached bonus room, 
private courtyard. New hardwood 
floors, new appliances. Parking, 
walking distance to beach.  Available 
12/1.  $3100. 310.938.1095.

for Lease

For Lease: 1500 sq ft space for 
private gym in El Segundo. $3.00/
ft NNN. Bill Ruane 310-877-2374. 

office space for Lease

Office Space for Lease in El Segundo: 
1500 SF Prime Office Space for 
Lease; $2.50/NNN SF - 431 E. 
Grand Ave. – Contact 310-647-1635

for rent

2 BDRM, 2 BATH, blt. in stove and 
oven, patio, new paint, carpet Etc 
.  Quiet bldg. 1 year lease $2200 
mo. No smokers!   310.902.1607.

for rent

GRAND TROPEZ TOWNHOME   
3  B d ,  2 . 5  B a ,    C l e a n 
w e s t  f a c i n g  u n i t !    $ 3 7 0 0 
Easy to show.  S & L Prop Mgmt 
310/350-4096

 
 

empLoyment

H e l p  Wa n t e d :   A c c e p t i n g 
applications for all positions at 
Valentino’s Pizza,  150 S Sepulveda 
Blvd.  310-426-9494. 

apartment for rent

1  BED /1  BATH  A p a r tm en t 
for rent in pr ime Inglewood 
Neighborhood.  Newly renovated 
with hardwood floors and tile 
bathroom  One parking, Ground 
floor, Small Building $1,450 a month. 
310/633-1844

DupLex for rent

Duplex: 1 bedroom, 1 bath, washer/
dryer in unit, hardwood floors, big 
back yard, 1 car garage,  A+ location.  
Call Tim 310.433.6809.  $2,100

.empLoyment

Part-time Sales.   Looking for 
motivated part-time workers.  Inside 
sales: work from home and make 
sales calls. 15% commission on all 
sales.   Outside sales:   territories 
are Torrance and El Segundo. 
Includes walking and interacting with 
business owners. 20% commission 
on all sales.  Seniors and students 
welcome.    Send resume to 
management@heraldpublications.
com.

GaraGe for Lease

Garage for Lease in El Segundo: 
40x40 Garage w/of fice/loft & 
bathroom (parking & storage); $2000/
month – Contact 310-647-1635

House for rent

EL SEGUNDO 2 story.  4BD/3BA,  
2 car garage, new paint, HW floor,  
sound proof  system, walk to beach.  
$3,950.  310-663-9898.

apartment for rent

1 BD 1 BTH apartment in E/S gated 
building, onsite laundry, swimming 
pool, pond w waterfall, 1 parking 
space available now.  $1625 per 
mo.  310.322.7166

.Apartment For Rent
Nice El Segundo location, 2 
roomy bedrooms, 1 bath, private 
deck, garage with opener, & storage 
area, yard.  No pets, $2,000/month. 
310.322.2837

WanteD

Wanted: Local professional single 
woman looking to temporarily rent a 
room starting Dec 2017 - April 2018. 
Please call 310.874.9539.

 

The Jewelry Source
337 Main St. El Segundo. 310-322-7110

www.jewelrysourceUSA.com

©
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How to tell if she wants
fine jewelry for Christmas

She couldn’t have 
made it more clear! 

Come see us! 

She says, “I don’t really need anything”... Just get me something little”...
“Don’t spend very much on me this year”... “The last thing I need 

is a new diamond”... Diamonds and jewelry are way too expensive!”
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Entertainment
Film Review Check It Out

By Ryan Rojas for www.cinemacy.
com

Jim Carrey has played a lot of out-of-this-
world characters in his lifetime, but devoted 
audiences are likely unaware of the one role 
that Carrey committed so deeply to playing 
that he remained in character for the entirety 
of the film’s shoot (even when the cameras 
stopped rolling). Such a thing would be nearly 
impossible to imagine. Right?

Audiences will now be able to witness this 

feat in the new documentary,  Jim & Andy: 
The Great Beyond – Featuring a Very Special, 
Contractually Obligated Mention of Tony 
Clifton. Jim & Andy  captures the period of 
time after the newly minted A-list movie star 
wrapped three iconic films that would define his 
career: Ace Ventura: Pet Detective, The Mask, 
and Dumb and Dumber. He then followed those 
hits by transforming into Andy Kaufman in 
the 1999 biopic, Man on The Moon.

The film reveals that Carrey simply let Andy 
“take over” to make  Man on the Moon  and 
that he was merely “the vessel” channeling 
the spirit of Kaufman. It’s amazing to see 
the accompanying footage of Carrey uncut, 
as he upends the production at every turn as 
the antic-prone Kaufman, torturing the crew 
to our gleeful delight. It’s more than a treat 
to see every shade of Kaufman that Carrey 
conjures up: there’s bashful and anxious 
Andy, there’s tantrum-throwing Andy who 
bemoans  studio executives--and of course, 
his most taxing persona, the repugnant lounge 
act and drunkard Tony Clifton, who stirs the 
most agitation of all much to the audience’s 
delight and Kaufman’s giddy.

Accompanying the on-set footage is a 

Reviewed by Jeff Huttinger, Library 
Assistant, El Segundo Public Library

Stephen King. Full House. Synth pop. 
Make no mistake, the 1980s are alive and 
well and nowhere is this more evident than 
in author Jason Rekulak’s debut novel The 
Impossible Fortress, a charming and confident 
coming-of-age story. 

Set amidst the carefree days of 1987 in 
small town America, 14-year-old Billy Marvin 
and two best buddies spend endless hours 
hanging out, joking around and plotting 
just how they can get their hormone-crazed 
mitts on the latest issue of Playboy featuring 
none other than Miss Vanna White herself! 
After accepting a seemingly harmless dare 
in order to secure his very own copy, Billy 
is quickly introduced to computer nerd Mary 
Zelinsky, her stern father and a host of new 
experiences including hard work, first crush 
and real danger. Soon, Billy finds himself 
evaluating everything he ever thought was 
important and learning a very harsh lesson 
in return: that no action is consequence-free. 

The Conjuring of Andy Kaufman:  
Or Jim Carrey’s Psychic Slip

Jim Carrey as Andy Kaufman in Jim & Andy: The Great Beyond. Courtesy of Netflix.

long-form interview with present-day Carrey. 
Wearing a leather jacket and Burning Man 
beard, he recounts this chapter of his past with 
enough distance to provide worthy insight. 
The juxtaposition of seeing the Carrey of 
now recount the antics of the Carrey of then 
proves an interesting mind shift. The new 
Carrey is seemingly  content with his place 
in the universe and attempts to rationalize 
the weight of human depression and ego. 
This makes for a profound meditation on 

celebrity and ego perception--a fitting study 
for this Internet age.

Perhaps just as amazing is the accompanying 
behind-the-scenes footage and that so much 
of it exists. We learn that Universal (the film’s 
studio company) commissioned the footage for 
press kit use, but ended up shelving it after 
deeming that people seeing Carrey wreak 
havoc on set would make him look like a jerk. 
Ultimately the footage was found in Carrey’s 
private Los Angeles office by filmmaker Spike 
Jonze (a producer on the film), who recognized 
that there was a movie to be made in this mad 
peek behind the curtain.

Much like the actor, the role the actor 
played and the means the actor took to play 
the role,  Jim & Andy: The Great Beyond  is 
either an indulgent, self-satisfying work, or it 
gets exactly at the heart of how we construct 
our identities and who we believe we are. 
Ultimately, Jim & Andy is part satiating behind-
the-scenes movie, part psychological study of 
the ego, and an endlessly fascinating watch.

Jim & Andy: The Great Beyond – Featuring a 
Very Special, Contractually Obligated Mention 
of Tony Clifton is not rated. 94 minutes. Now 
streaming on Netflix. •

Impossible Fortress by Jason Rekulak

Rekulak’s The Impossible Fortress 
Captures the Magic of the 1980s

Jeff Huttinger

In fact, our decisions can last 
a lifetime. 

Although based in a retro 
world of late ‘80s icons, the 
themes of true love, shattered 
innocence and ultimate 
forgiveness are absolutely 
timeless. What I loved 
most about The Impossible 
Fortress is author Rekulak’s 
talent for creating such 
unique yet familiar characters 
that I found myself truly 
invested in and rooting for 
every step of the way. It’s 
this combination of mature 
subject matter, adolescent 
protagonists and a cherished 
era of popular culture that 
makes this book a perfect 
selection for both adults 
and teens.

The power of nostalgia 
may be what first draws 
you to The Impossible 
Fortress, but the affection 
for such beautifully-written 
personalities and well-crafted 
story will keep you turning 
the pages. 

To  c h e c k  o u t  T h e 
Impossible Fortress, also 
available in eBook format, 

or browse any of our other fiction titles, 
please visit the library to apply for your 
free library card.  •

Tiffany Clyne
Senior Vice President

310.321.3282

tclyne@grandpointbank.com

1960 E. Grand Avenue, Suite 1200 

El Segundo, CA 90245

grandpointbank.com

Five-Star  

Superior Rating  

by BauerFinancial

SBA loans.

Business credit lines.

Cash management services.

Commercial RE, construction 
and equipment loans.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-866-956-9415
www.dental50plus.com/161

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 
this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)

6096C                                           MB16-NM001Cc

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 

www.dental50plus.com/161

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of 
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SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

pool services

RON SMITH  213-200-8873
                         CA ST LIC  #768124

SouthweSt 
Pool Service & rePair

EL SEGUNDO LOCAL 
35 YEARS FULLY LICENSED

Give Your Business the Attention it Deserves

 ADVERTISE

i

We place your business in the hands of thousands of people every week.
management@heraldpublications.com   ◊  310-322-1830i

Give Your Business the Attention it Deserves

 ADVERTISE

i

We place your business in the hands of thousands of people every week.
management@heraldpublications.com   ◊  310-322-1830i

Prosciutto-Wrapped Shrimp
Recipe content provided by BPT - Serves 4 

Preparation

Ingredients

•  1 9-ounce package SeaPak Jumbo  
Butterfly Shrimp

• 12 1-inch pieces of roasted red pepper

• 12 1-inch-by-4-inch strips of prosciutto

• 12 small basil leaves

•  Preheat oven to 425 F. Line a baking 
sheet with parchment paper and set aside.

•  While shrimp is still frozen, place one 
piece of roasted red pepper on the shrimp. 
Wrap prosciutto strip around the pepper 
and shrimp and place on the prepared 
baking sheet (ends to the underside).

•  Bake according to package directions 
for 14 to 17 minutes or until shrimp is 
cooked through. Serve hot and garnished 
with basil leaves. •
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(BPT) - As the holidays approach, the 
decorator in us gets excited about how to 
deck the halls and drape the tinsel to create 
a festive home for the season. Social media 
is full of inspiration, but before you embark 
on decorating projects, the following are a 
few easy ideas to ensure your home is as 
functional and welcoming as it is festive for 
family and friends.

A pristine paint job is the 
perfect backdrop for holiday 
entertaining. Throughout the 
year, the walls of your home 
take a lot of abuse, from 
kids banging their toys into 
the corners and chairs hitting 
the walls, to the nail holes 
and cracks that appear over 
time. To restore your walls 
to their former glory, fill in 
those dents, holes and cracks 
before you repaint with ALEX 
Plus Spackling, which deliv-
ers professional strength and 
durability when making repairs 
on a range of surfaces such as 
drywall, wood and metal. If 
you have troublesome reoccur-
ring cracks that just won’t go 
away, ALEX Flex Spackling 
is the perfect solution for a 
lasting, seamless repair. And 
for the ultimate professional 
finish, use ALEX Flex Pre-
mium Molding & Trim Sealant 
to fill gaps and cracks around 
interior window and door frames and along 
baseboards, chair rails and crown molding 

Prepare Your Home for Holiday Guests
for a crack-proof, seamless finish. 

A warm, roaring fire is a cozy centerpiece 
for after-dinner storytelling and catching up 
with family and friends. Whether your home 
is equipped with a gas or wood-burning fire-
place, it is important to ensure the unit is in 
good working order. First, inspect the area 
and repair any damage to key pieces, such as 

the baffle, damper or mantle, that may have 
occurred during the year. Next, schedule a 

time for a thorough chimney sweeping to 
remove excess buildup of soot and creosote. 

There’s nothing like visiting with old 
friends or reconnecting with family members 
you haven’t seen in a while. Of course, with 
the increased foot traffic in and out of your 
home comes the question of where to put 
your guests’ belongings so they are out of 

the way and organized. If you have a coat 
closet, be sure to clean it out and make 

room for your guests by storing your coats 
in another room. You might also consider 
using an additional coat rack and strategically 
placing some festive decorative baskets for 
holding shoes and purses.

If you plan on hosting friends and family 
members who have small children, take some 
time to kid-proof your home, particularly 

anywhere they are likely 
to play. Along with putting 
plug covers on all of the 
outlets, remove any common 
hazards young kids might 
get into. Secure electrical 
and window treatment cords, 
protect hard-edged furniture 
and put breakables out of 
reach. Once the groundwork 
for a safe, kid-friendly space 
is cleared, add toys, games, 
comfy pillows and more, so 
they’re entertained and feel 
welcome.

When it comes to prepping 
for holiday guests, don’t 
forget about high-traffic 
areas outside the home. Be 
sure to clear the walkways 
of any snow and ice and 
replace outdoor lights with 
fresh bulbs to help guests 
safely navigate their way to 
your home.

These quick and easy 
preparations will help you 
and your guests feel more at 

home, setting the stage for all to enjoy the 
festivities and fun of the season. •

BRE # 00946399

John Skulick
310-350-4240  TeamSkulick@gmail.com Rose VanHook

310-350-5920

BRE #01064179

Coming Spring 2018

4 bedrooms 2 baths. 
2000 sq. ft.  
Remodeled Kitchen.  
Hardwood floors 
throughout.
Detached 4-car 
garage. $1,399,000

633 California

Pol Schönhöfer
310-980-5530

BRE #02034572

Brand New Home!
Gorgeous single family.  
New construction. 
This will KNOCK your  
socks off!  Fabulous Extra  
Wide Lot. Call for Details...

NEW LISTING
Home for the Holidays!
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LYNNONEIL@GMAIL.COM      WWW.LYNNONEIL.COM♥

Spacious 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Den, 2 Fireplaces, Approx. 2000 Sq. Ft.
Remodeled Kitchen, Ceasarstone Counters, Custom Cabinets, Stainless Appliances

Remodeled Baths, Hardwood Floors, Vaulted Ceilings, Separate Laundry Room, Storage
Private Master Suite, Walk-In Closet, Sunny Deck

Family Room off Kitchen, French Doors, Opens to Grassy Yard, Patio, BBQ Area, 2-Car Garage
Walk to Rec Park, Schools, Restaurant, Beach & Farmer’s Market  

Asking: $1,499,000

509 Eucalyptus. El Segundo   

(310) 261-0798 
Lynn O♥Neil Real Estate

TOP PRODUCER BEACH CITY BROKERS
Associate Broker/Manager •  #1 El Segundo Agent Beach City Brokers

Great Family Home 10+ Location

#00880080

“End is not the end. In fact E.N.D. means 
‘Effort Never Dies’”

LIC # 00915352

CALL ME NOW!  1-310-322-1900
JIM MARAK

Direct line/24 hr. voicemail!   •  Visit My Website: www.jimmarak.com

 SERVING EL SEGUNDO BUYERS AND SELLERS FOR THE PAST 31 YEARS!

$$ YOU WILL GET RECORD HIGH PRICES$$
FOR THE PROPERTIES I SELL!! 

VISUAL TOURS at  w w w. j i m m a r a k . c o m

I AM A  

CERTIFIED
 

FIRST TIM
E 

BUYER, 

TRADE-UP 

BUYER AND 

SENIOR CITIZEN   

SPECIALIST!

VOTED BEST  REALTOR  IN EL SEGUNDO by the readers of the  El Segundo Herald -  “El Segundo  Home Owner”

                NOW’S A GREAT TIME TO BUY, SELL OR TRADE UP Due to the Super Low Interest Rates!

                       I have ALL CASH BUYERS that buy 
                    Distressed Homes AS-IS, No Repairs!!!   
                      CALL ME NOW For An Appointment.  

                      Direct Line: 310.322.1900

438 Virginia Street - $1,349,000  - 4 bed, 3.5 baths. All hardwood floors plus fireplace!!! 
Nice basement. Big one car garage AND a big two car garage! Beautiful manicured yards. 

REDUCED $909,000! - 940 Virginia St. -  2 bd home, 2 car grg, bonus room, 40 x 145 lot.  

$509,999.   OCEAN VIEW CONDO!!!    
2 bed, 1.5 bath. New granite kitchen. New kitchen cabinetry.  

All new flooring. Tremendous Catalina to Malibu Ocean Views!  
MUST SEE!!!  Take the Visual Tour at www.jimmarak.com

D R E #   0 1 3 7 8 8 5 1

E L  S E G U N D O

ELOISE MENDEZ

310-322-9761

El Segundo 54th Annual  
     Holiday Parade  
  Sunday, December 10, 1-3pm

Like Us on Facebook
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WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Want to learn more about the refinery? Would you like a tour of the facility?
Visit chevronelsegundo.com and join our community outreach registry. 

There are some remarkable people in the Beach Cities, people who care about helping others and 

volunteer their time. We’re happy to know them as neighbors and proud to have them participate as 

part of the Chevron El Segundo Refinery’s Community Advisory Panel (CAP). These volunteers help 

represent the “voice of the community” and meet throughout the year at Chevron to share their 

thoughts, raise concerns and advise us on our relationship with our neighbors. CAP members work 

to ensure they are a reflection of the community and when they speak Chevron listens.

Chevron

Dec. 7, 2017

El Segundo Herald
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Saving one animal may not change the world, 
but it will change the world for that animal. 
Share your love this season by adopting one 
of these wonderful kitties.

Violet is a beautiful and soft brown/

black tabby with a lovely face and matching 
personality. This young year-old girl is still 
learning how to directly come to people for 
affection, but she loves to flirt-meow and follow 
you around. Sweet and gentle, Violet loves to 
be petted, but she has lingering moments of 
shyness - so she would do best with other cats 
and maybe around very gentle dogs. She is 
very sweet with the cats in her foster home 
and gets along with other cats very well. As 
she might be wary of normal kid noise and 
play, she might not be best with small children.

What this darling group of kittens, Twix, 
Panda  and  Sox, would love the most is to 
have their own special families. It would be 
wonderful if each of them could be adopted 
with one of their foster siblings…

Twix thinks whoever chooses her will be 
very lucky. She likes exploring new hiding 
places, playing with balls, running and taking 
long naps.  Twix would love to have her 
brothers Sox and Panda join her--but if they 
can all find good and loving homes, then she 
will be happy.

 Panda is a boy looking for a kind family 
to love and care for him.  He is playful, 
curious and easy to cuddle with. Panda also 
loves exploring, eating, jumping off chairs 

Purrrfect Companions

Twix

Violet

Cauldron

Sox

Madeline

Panda

Torta

and napping.  
Sox is a playful boy who is curious 

and very lovable. He likes eating fish and 
playing with noisy balls, feathers and toy 
mice. He is also very good at running, 

leaping and climbing. 
Madeline, aka Maddy, 

is in love with humans. 
When she sits on your 
warm lap, it makes her 
purr uncontrollably.  She 
loves cuddling and playing 
with her siblings,  Biscotti 
and  Florentine (who are 
also available for adoption). 
They chase each other and 
pounce. In a perfect world, 
Maddy would love to stay 
together with her brother 
and sister. However, just 
one of her siblings or a 
young energetic kitty at 
home will please her too.

Cauldron was rescued with his siblings from the East Valley shelter at only 
one-week old. Cauldron is a little bundle of energy and a ton of cuddly cuteness. 
He loves people, as he was bottle fed-from such a young age, and is fantastic with 
everyone he meets from adults to young kids. This playful boy hasn’t met a toy 
he doesn’t like. He cannot be the only cat in his home, so Cauldron must either 
be adopted with another kitty or placed into a home with a young, playful cat.

Torta was rescued from an animal shelter at barely one-day old. He and his 
siblings 

were the smallest 
kittens to ever enter the 
Kitten Rescue Nursery. 
Tiny fighters, these 
precious kittens are 
tenacious lovers of life. 
They absolutely adore 
humans, as they were 
bottle-fed from their 
very first moments in 
life. Torta is an energetic 
child with a lot of spunk 
and playfulness. He is 
always romping around, 
wrestling with his 
fellow foster kittens. He 
is not the most graceful 
kitten, but that doesn’t 
stop him from trying 
to climb up so he can 
nuzzle all over your 
face while purring up 
a storm.  Torta must 
be adopted either with 
another kitty or into a home that has a playful resident cat, so he cannot be the only cat in 
his home. He gets along well with people of all walks of life, every kitty he meets and likely 
would adjust fine to a cat-friendly dog.

These kitties are available for adoption through Kitten Rescue, one of the largest cat rescue groups 

in Southern California. All 
our kitties are spayed/
neutered, microchipped, 
tested for FeLV and FIV, 
dewormed and current 
on their vaccinations. For 
additional information and to 
see these or our other kittens 
and cats, please check our 
website www.kittenrescue.
org or email us at mail@
kittenrescue.org.

Your tax-deductible 
donations for the rescue 
and care of our cats and 
kittens can be made through 
our website or by sending 
a check payable to Kitten 
Rescue, 914 Westwood 
Boulevard, #583, Los 
Angeles, CA 90024.

On Saturdays, we have adoptions from noon 
to 3:30 p.m. in Westchester at 8655 Lincoln 
Boulevard, just south of Manchester Avenue, 
and also in Mar Vista at 3860 Centinela Avenue, 
just south of Venice Boulevard. Our website 
lists additional adoption sites and directions 
to each location.

Be kind. Save a life. Support animal 
rescue. •
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Saving one 
animal won’t  
change the  
world, but  

the world will 
surely change 
for that animal.

With help from our friends at Yellow Brick Road, Glory has found a new home and family. Goodness all around!

Happy Tails
Maya

Congratulations to Glory and her new family. 
Good things come to those who wait was 
definitely true for this super sweet little gal. No 
one could understand why it took a bit for her 
to find her family. It can be rough when you’re 
a Poodle mix in a Schnauzer rescue. Now we 
all know that it was kismet thanks to some 
help from our friends--especially Charlotte--at 
Yellow Brick Road Doggie Playcare. Glory and 
her new mom met at Yellow Brick Road where 

Glory was being boarded. They had a great 
visit and it only took a couple more for her to 
realize that since Glory already had a place in 
her heart, it only made sense to give a place in 
her home. The family had previously owned 
Boxers and a Pit Bull mix, so this lovable lady 
is their first smaller dog. She is now living in 
El Segundo and has happily found her forever 
family. Special thanks to our friends at Yellow 
Brick Road for helping with this Happy Tails! • 

Precious Pooches

info@msfr.org for more information.
“My given name is Maya, but a lot of folks 

call me Mama Maya because I have three 
pups! My previous owners never thought 
to have me spayed and when the inevitable 
happened, well… let’s just say a family of 
four adorable dogs was not in their plans. 
They decided to relinquish my babies and 
me to an LA County shelter where the great 
folks at MSFR opened their hearts and home 
to us. I’ve been told that I’m an extremely 
sweet girl and I have great social manners. 

We are looking for volunteers to help with 
our pet adoption fairs which are held every 
Saturday at the Petco located at 537 N. Pacific 
Coast Highway Redondo Beach 90277, 
from noon-3: 30 p.m. If you are interested 
in volunteering and can commit to at least 
one Saturday a month, please contact us at 
info@msfr.org. You can also visit all of our 
Miniature Schnauzers & Friends rescues at 
the adoption fair or check out our website, 
www.msfr.org. If you have any questions 
about a particular dog’s availability, you can 
email us at info@msfr.org. Schnauzers! Bet 
you can’t adopt just one.

“Hello, I’d like to introduce myself. My 
name is Ross and I’m a three-year old, 
male, purebred Miniature Schnauzer who is 
looking for a forever family to share my life. 
I’m not quite sure how I ended up homeless 
and living on the streets, but apparently from 
the pictures I’ve seen it had to have been a 
while. I was rescued from an LA Country 
shelter where I, as a stray, had been residing 
with the rest of the street kids. I was such a 
smelly, matted mess that my breed was totally 
unrecognizable until Grooming Gives Hope 
stepped in and worked their magic. Who 
would have ever guessed that under that mess 
a handsome, purebred Miniature Schnauzer 
was hiding? Certainly not those that passed 
me up! I’m really quite the looker at only 19 
pounds with my natural ears and a natural 
tail. I get along well with other dogs and 
would be a great addition to your family.”

If you’re interested in Ross, please email 

Ross Alma
I get along well with other dogs and at only 
two years of age, I’m still a pretty playful 
pup who enjoys a good romp with friends. 
I’m a svelte, 16-pound, purebred Miniature 
Schnauzer with a sweet face, natural ears and 
a plumy natural tail. I just know that once 
you see me, you won’t be able to walk away 
and leave someone who could bring so much 
joy to your life. If you don’t believe me, just 
come to adoptions and see for yourself!”

If you’re interested in Maya, please email 
info@msfr.org for more information.

“They call me Alma and I think it’s because 
of the meaning of my name. In Latin, it means 
kind and loving and that’s definitely who I am. 
Well, actually I’m also a 4.5-year-old, female 
Miniature Schnauzer mix who was rescued 
from an LA County shelter after my previous 
owners surrendered me. Can you believe that 
they adopted me from the shelter when I was 
only two months old and now, over four years 
later, they relinquished me because they are 
moving to a place that doesn’t allow dogs? I 
guess in hindsight I wasn’t all that important 
to them because they never had me spayed, 
and let’s just say that the environment left 
me a bit nervous. I think I would like my 
forever family to be an adult-only home that’s 
low-key and peaceful. I may be 18 pounds, 
but I’m a sleek, longer-bodied girl who could 
possibly have some ‘doxie’ in my pedigree. 
I get along really well with other dogs--so if 
you have one and are looking for a gal-pal 
for your pooch, or just someone to share your 
life, I’m the one for you.”

If  you’re interested in  Alma,  please 
email info@msfr.org for more information. •

Be kind. Save a life. 

Support animal rescue.


