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How We Re-invented the Orient Express 
and Found Dracula Along the Way
Article by Ben & Glinda Shipley

The authentic Paris-Istanbul Orient 
Express ran from the 1880s until the 
1930s on a southern (Serbian) or north-
ern (Romanian) route, depending on the 
latest Balkan War. After voracious read-
ing of Agatha Christie, Graham Greene, 
Eric Ambler, and Ian Fleming, we were 
dying to take the Most Romantic Train 
Trip in The World, but found nothing but 
imitations and so-called alternate routes, 
at more than $3,500 a pop.

So, one of our all-time-favorite ad-
ventures started with the bright idea of 
booking all of the legs on our own, country 
by country, with each national railway. It 
took weeks of research and wrangling, 
but we ended up with: 

Bruxelles-Liege (SNCB Belgium).
Liege-Cologne (Deutsche Bahn).
Cologne-Vienna (ÖBB Austria).
Vienna-Budapest (Railjet).
Budapest-Bucharest (EuroNight Ister).
Bucharest-Istanbul (Bosphor-Express). 
All for less than $1,000. 
The original Orient Express stopped for 

a luxurious spa night in Budapest, so we 
did too. We took another three days off in 
Bucharest to drive up into Transylvania 
in search of Dracula (Vlad really is dead, 
although we never saw a body). Which 
left three overnight sleeper trains on the 
Vienna, Bucharest, and Istanbul legs.

Neither of us had ever ventured east of 
Yugoslavia, so we had no real idea what 

One-Time San Diego “Super Chargers” 
Will be Calling the South Bay Home
By Duane Plank

The Los Angeles Chargers, a franchise that 
played their initial season in LA back in 1960, 
quickly relocated to San Diego the following 
year, then moved back to the Los Angeles 
environs in 2017, will be calling El Segundo 
their home base, beginning in 2024.

The Chargers’ brass announced earlier this 
week that it had selected El Segundo as the 
site of its new headquarters and state-of-the-art 
training facility. The Chargers are currently 
training in Orange County.

For those of you not-up-to date on the 
travails of the Chargers 2021 season, they 
are currently sitting at 4-3 in the AFC West 
Division, in second place behind the Raiders. 
And are quarterbacked by a young, rising 
superstar, Justin Herbert.

The new facility is expected to be completed 
in the spring of 2024. It will be located at the 
intersection of El Segundo Boulevard and Nash 
Street, on a 14-acre site just seven miles from 
SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, where the team 
plays its home games.

The land is owned by the Continental Devel-
opment Corporation (CDC) and Mar Ventures, 
Inc. and is slated to be leased to the Chargers. 
CDC Senior vice-president of real estate Bob 
Tarnofsky said that “we have been working 
for more than a year to bring the transaction 
to fruition.”

What makes the Chargers a good fit for El 
Segundo? “Spectacular location for them,” 
Tarnofsky said, noting the proximity to LAX, 
which is very convenient for team members 
and staff, prospective free agents and visiting 
league dignitaries, coupled with the fact that 
this small town is now home to the Lakers, 
the Kings, and down-the-road, the Chargers. 
“It is unprecedented,” he said.

Tarnofsky said that the selection of El Segundo 
to be the Chargers’ home base “speaks highly 
of how the Chargers feel about embracing 
the community of El Segundo.” He said the 

Chargers had searched “extensively” for a city 
to plant their flag permanently and deemed El 
Segundo the perfect location.

CDC, Tarnofsky said, “has been in existence 
for more than a half-century, and this is one 
of the biggest transactions that we have ever 
done.” He noted that the Chargers are “very, 
very community-oriented,” and believes that El 
Segundo residents will see ancillary benefits 
in town as the Chargers begin their outreach 
program. “They will be active in the com-
munity,” Tarnofsky said.

“This is truly a feather-in-the-cap for the 
residents of El Segundo,” concluded Tarnofsky, 
“a source of civic pride.”

As to be expected, El Segundo politicians 
and city administrators touted the Chargers’ 
decision.

Said El Segundo mayor Drew Boyles: “El 
Segundo has a strong tradition of fostering 

game-changing innovation in business and 
technology, and City Council is thrilled that the 
Chargers selected our city for the team’s new 
headquarters and training facility.” (The) City 
Council looks forward to learning the details 
of the proposed project,” Boyles added, “and 
listening to the community’s input. I believe 
El Segundo is the most important five square 
miles of Southern California’s economy, and 
this exciting project reinforces El Segundo’s 
legacy as a city of world champions - where 
big ideas take off.”

Added El Segundo City manager Scott Mit-
nick: “The proposed land use at this location 
will help (the) City Council implement its vi-
sion to diversify the local El Segundo economy 
further,” he said. “City staff has been working 
for several months with representatives from 
Continental Development Corp., Mar Ventures, 

See Chargers, page 5

See Travel, page 7

Leuzinger High School Brings 
Home the Mayor’s Cup Trophy

The Hawthorne High School Cougars fought hard, but the Leuzinger Olympians brought home the win. Thank you to Mayor Alex Vargas and Mayor Robert Pullen-Miles for coming out to support your 
teams. Congratulations Leuzinger High School. Photo courtesy Centinela Valley Union High School District.
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Entertainment
Check It Out Film Review

‘The Souvenir: Part II’ is a Brave, 
Beautiful Bookend to a Personal Journey
By Ryan Rojas for cinemacy.com

Firstly, in order to properly discuss The 
Souvenir: Part II, we need to begin by re-
membering the film’s predecessor.

I was absolutely floored when I first saw 
The Souvenir upon its release in 2019.

The film began as a simple depiction of a 
troubled relationship. Masterfully, it unfolded 
into a larger, devastating story. A portrait of 
how one person struggled to support, and then 
survive in the shadow of the other’s darkness, 
which sought to consume and doom them both.

Upon seeing the film’s final frame, my 
mind was blown. Then, the end credits 
revealed that The Souvenir would return in 
a second part.

Aghast, I instantly wondered: “Where 
would this story go from here?”

The Souvenir: Part II, which is now play-
ing in select theaters, answers that question.

Director Joanna Hogg continues with the 
semi-autobiographical story of Julie (Honor 
Swinton Byrne). Her devastating relationship 
to Anthony (Tom Burke) has ended. Nervously, 
she must figure out how to move forward in 
the aftermath of those recent tragic events. 
Independently, and alone.

The Souvenir focused mainly on Julie and 
Anthony’s turbulent  relationship, ending by 
only briefly showing Julie entering film school. 
The Souvenir: Part II sees Julie towards the 
end of school and embarking on making her 
thesis film. The story that Julie, the student 
filmmaker, decides to make, is the story of 
a young woman in a turbulent relationship.

Fascinatingly, Joanna Hogg–a woman 
who previously made a film about a woman 
navigating a dark chapter in her life–has now 
returned with a film about a woman mak-
ing a film about a woman navigating a dark 
chapter in her life, brings an even deeper 
level of poignancy and meta-reflection to 
the storytelling.

The focus of the drama in this film is, 
while Julie is now liberated, can she process 
and make sense of her life’s recent events? 
Still timid and soft-spoken (the white she 
wears liken her to a floating ghost), those 
around her throw unsure glances. How will 
she process this heavy trauma? Is she even 
capable of doing so?

This sequel (of which the format type is 
rarely seen beyond superhero movies and 

prestige TV) works wonderfully here. If the 
story of The Souvenir was to have ended 
with that film, we would have been left to 
create the rest of her life’s story in our own 
heads. The Souvenir: Part II provides the 
necessary closure and cathartic release to 
Julie’s story, which its director feels deeply 
connected to resolving.

Beyond its incredible emotional honesty, 
the film is beautifully constructed from a 
cinematic level. Visually, the film is lensed 
through a soft, pastel world, which perfectly 
captures Julie in 1980s London. The Souvenir 
films should be admired for its visual and 
technical artistry just as much for its emo-
tional storytelling.

However, if there’s a shortcoming that I 
found with my experience with Part II, it’s 
that there isn’t the same effect in the grandly 
measured reveal that defined the first film. 
The Souvenir bloomed into a large and 
suspenseful story. Part II is more defined 
by seeing how, or if, she will come to terms 
with her past, and how, or if, she will realize 
her artistic vision.

Still, it’s all told so bravely, and shot so 
beautifully, that I am enthused to recommend 
not just this film, but both, to everyone. Truly, 
they are among the most special pieces that 
have been shared about a person’s life, and 
depiction of an artist’s struggle, that I’ve seen 
shown on film in recent times. The Souvenir 
films should forever be cherished as a thing to 
have to remember a life-changing journey by.

‘The Souvenir: Part II’ is now playing in 
select theaters. •

Willodeen by Katerine Applegate
By Cathie Hinkle-Library Assistant

Willodeen, the main character in Katherine 
Applegate’s new novel, loves the most un-
lovable creatures, called “screechers.” They 
smell bad; “Put a hundred rotten eggs in 
your mind. Then add some scoops of dead 
fish and a splash of skunk spray. You’ll have 

the general sense of things.”  Her fellow vil-
lagers feel that they are monsters and need 
to be exterminated.

The villagers of Perchance feel this way 
towards the screechers because the world 
around them has suddenly become unkind. 
People are sick and dying. There are droughts 
and fires and, the Hummingbears, who nor-
mally migrate to Perchance annually and 
bring tourism and trade, are not showing up. 

Willodeen believes with her whole heart 

that “Nature knows more than we do…” 
which is what her father always told her. So 
Willodeen, along with her new friend Connor, 
decide to investigate the disappearance of the 
Hummingbears and if the screechers play a 
part in it. Along the way they discover truths 
about themselves and grow as individuals 
and friends.

This is a heartwarming, timely, environ-
mentally-themed book full of imaginative 
creatures that are so appealing. I could not 
put it down and read it in one sitting. 

If you are a fan of Katherine Applegate, 
you will enjoy her latest.  If you haven’t 
read anything by her yet, this book would 
be a great place to start!

Applegate’s stories and many more are 
available for checkout in our youth collection. 
Stop by or request via our online catalog at 
www.elsegundolibrary.org. •

The Souvenir: Part II, courtesy A24.

Ryan Rojas

“Time is the coin of  your life. 
It is the only coin you have, and only 

you can determine how it will be spent.” 
– Carl Sandburg

Willodeen by Katerine Applegate.

Cathie Hinkle

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).
Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the following  
Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will only 
be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.
Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

Employment
Men and Women’s hair salon 
has openings for hair stylist and/
or barber. Tonsorial Parlor, 210 W 
Grand Ave, El Segundo. Call or text: 
Dale Snowberger, 1-310-897-7997.

Wanted

WANTED. Vinyl, records, vinyl, 
anything musical. Collectibles/antiques. 
Typewriters, sewing machines, military, 
silver, Japan, records, stamps, coins, 
jewelry, Chinese, ANYTHING. Buy/Sell/

Trade. We sell for you on EBAY. Studio 
Antiques, El Segundo.  310.322.3895.

To appear in next week’s paper, submit 
your Classifed Ad by Noon on Tuesday.

Late Ads will incur a $20.00 late fee.
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Fall Back

set YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR AT 2:00 AM

Sunday, November 7 

Protect Our Planet and Puppies
By Kiersten Vannest

What happened to the pandemic puppies? 
As pet adoptions and fosters rose while shel-
ters emptied, some wonder what happened 
with the animals that were adopted during 
the largely work-from-home era. According 
to spcaLA president Madeline Bernstein, not 
much has changed.

Despite some press reporting that pet returns 
have been spiking, Bernstein reports that that 
statistic is slightly skewed, as many of the 
animals were in a foster program. Those that 
were adopted are by and large staying with 
their newfound families. See Madeline Bernstein, page 4

Madeline Bernstein, president of spcaLA.

Madeline heads the animal rescue organization 
spcaLA, which is a separate entity from the 
ASPCA and specifically serves Los Angeles-
based cases. As she explains, the mission of 
the organization is the prevention of cruelty 
to animals, which runs the gamut of species, 
from cats and dogs to pigs and rabbits.

“We really get everything…between our law 
enforcement work, our disaster work, and kinds 
of other stuff,” she says. Personally, Bernstein 
has rescued tortoises from the organization and 
has dealt with cases involving horses, guinea 
pigs, snakes and more.

One program in particular Bernstein talks 

about is something started by her organiza-
tion in the 90s called Animal Safety Net. 
This program works with domestic violence 
shelters to help eliminate the barrier of pet 
involvement. Sometimes victims are hesitant 
to leave because of shared animals or fear of 
repercussions.

Bernstein cites one case in which the abuser 
threatened to throw the dog out the window 
if the victim didn’t come back home. When 
they didn’t return, he threw the dog out the 
window. Animal Safety Net aims to prevent 
these scenarios by providing shelter for animals 
while victims get sorted out with the next steps, 

and on occasion, rescue pets from the home if 
the victim didn’t get to take them.

In her time with the program, Bernstein has 
worked with cases of abuse from many situ-
ations involving a pet. From intimate partner 
abuse to elder abuse, she wants to expand the 
program to include care of animals for those 
in many precarious situations. With their pets 
in foster programs and shelters, those seeking 
help get the chance to focus on themselves with 
the relief of knowing they can keep their pet.

In addition, Bernstein adds that animal abuse 
is often a precursor or a sign of abuse on a 

Centinela Valley Union High School District 
Celebrates the Halloween Season

The District Office Staff showed off their school spirit with fun and spooky costumes. What a fun and creative day. Photo courtesy Centinela Valley Union High School District.
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larger scale. Bystanders are far more likely 
to report cases regarding animals than with 
people, so peace officers often look for signs 
of other abuse when they investigate reports.

Though not all calls received by spcaLA 
are neglect and abuse cases, the number of 
calls about inhumane conditions has stayed 
relatively steady, despite some owners’ best 
intent, says Bernstein. She mentions cases 
of hoarders, with too many animals in too 
small a space, living in piles of their feces. 
Though these owners, she says, will tell her 
that no one loves their animals as they do.

In another case, a resident decided to give 
free horseback rides around the neighborhood 
every day, much to the delight of the kids in 
the neighborhood. However, when spcaLA 
got there, it was discovered that he had never 
taken the saddle off the horse, ever.

On a larger scale, Bernstein stresses the 
importance of climate action. “Everything is 
connected,” she says, “there used to be a flea 

season, and now it’s all the time. Mosquitoes 
are having a heyday out here. Kitten season 
used to be one season, and now it’s pretty 
much all year round with concentrations in 
during certain months.”

Hibernating animals are confusing their 
cycles with the increasingly warm weather, 
and disease-carrying ticks and insects that can 
affect humans are multiplying in animals at 
much faster rates. In addition, she says the 
rat population in Los Angeles has exploded 
as they look for food. 

In the case of tortoises, which she fell into 
rescuing, she explains that they can live over 
a hundred years old, but they are watched 
due to human intervention. Tortoises crossing 
roads and being picked up by well-meaning 
people who then can throw off their natural 
hibernation patterns.

All in all, Bernstein stresses action on 
all fronts to protect the lives of the animals 
around us, and especially our pets. This 

includes farther-reaching causes like climate 
change, poverty, and domestic abuse. 

Finally, Bernstein leaves with a message 
of adopting over shopping. Having written 
a book about designer dogs, she says that 
there is a worldwide dog trade happening 
right now, stemming largely from social 
media trending dogs. Owners can purchase 
a trendy dog off Instagram, which she points 
out usually does not come from an ethical 
breeder and often promotes puppy mills and 
unhealthy conditions for the dogs.

“Most shelters have at least twenty-five 
percent of dogs that would be considered 
purebred,” says Bernstein, although as rescues, 

they can’t be verified. She is confident that 
everyone could find the breed of their choice 
between rescues and shelters through adoption. 
Especially, she says, if there is a certain breed 
trending. She says if a certified purebred is 
a must-have, she recommends really doing 
research on the breeder of choice to ensure 
that they are ethical and up to code.

If you are interested in helping spcaLA 
and its mission, donations are the best form 
of aid. Bernstein mentions that fundraising 
events, company matching, cash donations, 
supply donations, and volunteer work are 
all valuable to the organization as things 
open back up. •

Madeline Bernstein				    from page 3

Kittens like Sprinkles get adopted through spcaLA.
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Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2021224388
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as TREMENDA MADE, 5457 
LAUREL CANYON BLVD APT 102, VALLEY 
VILLAGE, CA 91607, LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY. Registered Owner(s): ZAIDA 
RODRIGUEZ, 5457 LAUREL CANYON 
BLVD APT 102, VALLEY VILLAGE, CA 
91607. This business is being conducted 
by an Individual. The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name or names listed above on: 
N/A. Signed: ZAIDA RODRIGUEZ, OWNER. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Recorder of Los Angeles County on October 
14, 2021. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on October 14, 2026. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed prior to October 14, 2026. Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, or Common 
Law (See Section 14400 ET SEQ., Business 
and Professions Code).
Lawndale Tribune:        Pub. 10/28, 11/4, 
11/11, 11/18/21             HL-2359

By the pricking of my thumbs, something wicked this way comes... Lawndale Halloween Haunt was back and the ghouls and ghosts were all out for spooky and fun surprises. Photo courtesy Lawndale Chamber of Commerce.

Lawndale City Trick or Treat 
Was a Fun Way to Enjoy Halloween
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Chargers		   		  from front page
Inc., and the Los Angeles Chargers to prepare 
this development application. City staff will 
submit recommendations to (the) Planning 
Commission and City Council for their review.”

The project is scheduled to be considered by 
the Planning Commission via a public hear-
ing on Nov.18. The City Council will review 
the Planning Commission’s recommendations 
through a separate public hearing on Dec. 7, 
with another “reading” anticipated to take place 
two weeks later.

The Charger management team was pleased 
with the decision to make El Segundo their 
permanent home. “When searching for a 
location to establish our hub of football and 
business operations, we didn’t leave a single 
stone unturned,” said owner and chairperson 
of the board Dean Spanos. “This process 
played out for more than four years because 
we weren’t willing to settle. Good enough was 
not going to cut it. We wanted great, and we 
finally found it,” Spanos said.

Continued Spanos: “To be able to develop 14 
acres of prime real estate – with the proxim-
ity to LAX, SoFi Stadium, more Fortune 500 
companies in the state than anywhere except 
San Francisco and, of course, neighbors like 
the Los Angeles Lakers and Los Angeles 
Kings – it’s another major step toward build-
ing a perennial contender and further rooting 
ourselves in the community we serve.”

Los Angeles Lakers CEO and co-owner Jeanie 
Buss and LA Kings President and Hockey  
Hall of Famer Luc Robitaille were among local 
sporting bigwigs to welcome the Chargers to 
town, issuing statements touting their satisfaction 
in moving their organizations to El Segundo.

“The Lakers welcome the Los Angeles 
Chargers, and Dean Spanos and his family, 
to El Segundo,” said Jeanie Buss, Governor, 
and Co-owner of the Los Angeles Lakers. “El 
Segundo is a great place to be, and it’s exciting 

that our city will now host the headquarters 
and training facilities of the Lakers, Kings 
and Chargers.”

“El Segundo has been a tremendous home 
for the LA Kings for more than 20 years, and 
throughout this time, the City and the community 
overall have been outstanding partners,” said 
Robitaille. “Our hockey club is now thrilled to 
help welcome the Chargers to the South Bay, 
joining us and our life-long friends, the Lak-
ers, in this affable community we call home. 
The Chargers – their players, their staff – are 
perfectly suited to add so much to El Segundo, 
and we look forward to partnering with them 
as we continue to seek opportunities to make 
positive contributions to the local community.”

“El Segundo is quickly becoming America’s 
#1 small town for professional sports,” CDC 
president and CEO Richard Lundquist said. 
“The Chargers, Lakers, and Kings form the ‘Big 
Three.’ These sports powerhouses contribute 
to our El Segundo schools and our recreation 
programs and energize the local economy. 
The Chargers are eager to become active 
participants of the El Segundo community. I 
want to welcome the Chargers to El Segundo 
and applaud their decision to bring their new 
headquarters to this great community. They are 
joining a growing number of companies and 
national organizations,” said Lundquist, “who 
are recognizing the advantage of relocating to 
the South Bay, where professionals at the top 
of their industries want to live and work. El 
Segundo will soon have bragging rights that 
rival any other city in America.”

The proposed project, designed by the Gensler 
Sports architecture firm, includes a three-story 
main building, three full-sized practice fields, 
on-site parking, and other state-of-the-art facili-
ties that should allow the Chargers to compete 
in the NFL for years to come.

The Chargers plan to begin construction 

during 2022 and complete the project in time 
to move into their new facility prior to the 
start of the 2024 NFL season.

So, what will the Charger squad that will 
assemble to hit the gridiron in the 2024 season 
expect to see when they arrive at their new digs?

According to published reports, the facility 
will emphasize “player efficiency and movement 
between spaces that includes direct access to 
the fields from all player and coaching spaces 
as well as a direct connection between team 
meeting rooms and exterior walk-through 
space; specific locations within the new team 
headquarters include a roof-top hospitality club, 
full eSports gaming, and content studios and 
a 3,100 square foot media center.”

First-year coach Brandon Staley sees the new  
facility as an extension of a continuing effort by 
the Chargers to become an elite NFL franchise.

“When our staff and I first started here, we 
talked a lot about possibility,” Staley said. “You 
could just see it coming. The possibility of this 
team. The possibility of LA.

“The goal is for the Chargers to become 
the standard of excellence in the NFL. This 
new facility demonstrates our organization’s 
commitment to that standard.”

More on the proposed structure(s). The 
facility will span 145,000 square feet. There 
will be three natural grass fields with an arti-

ficial turf perimeter with 7,600 square feet of 
elevated outdoor terrace space. An additional 
3,400 square foot elevated outdoor turf area 
and a two-lane lap pool for player rehabilita-
tion are among the various outdoor amenities 
in the blueprint.

“The look, feel, and functionality of your 
training facility means more today than it ever 
has in professional sports,” said Charger General 
Manager Tom Telesco. “Being able to create a 
building that can grow with technological ad-
vances – especially regarding nutritional needs, 
strength and performance, injury prevention, 
medical treatment, and game planning – is 
crucial to sustained success. Everyone knows 
the margin between wins and losses in the 
NFL is razor-thin. Any advantage you can 
create for your coaches and players, you will 
take it. Having a world-class training facility 
definitely falls into that category.”

With the field area designed to accommodate 
bleacher seating for more than 5,000, 348 
on-site parking spaces, and accommodations 
available for offsite parking, the Chargers will 
be able to host their public training camp at 
the El Segundo complex.

“This is much more than a training facility,” 
said Ron Turner, Principal of Gensler Sports. 
“This is one of the very best buildings we’ve 
ever designed.” •

We Honor Our Heroes on 
National First Responders Day

Our first responders are truly heroes in our community and risk their lives each day to protect and serve others. Thank you for all that you do. Photo courtesy Centinela Hospital Medical Center.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF $10,000 REWARD 
OFFERED BY THE 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

Notice is hereby given that the Board of 
Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles 
has reestablished a $10,000 reward offered 
in exchange for information leading to the 
apprehension and conviction of the person 
or persons responsible for the murder of 21- 
year-old William Fifita, who was fatally shot at 
the intersection of Crenshaw Boulevard and 
Rosecrans Avenue in the City of Hawthorne 
after leaving a church dance with family and 
friends on March 20, 2016, at approximately 
2:15 a.m. Si no entiende esta noticia o necesita 
más información, favor de llamar al (213) 
974-1579. Any person having any informa-
tion related to this crime is requested to call 
Detective Karen Shonka at Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department, Homicide Bureau at (323) 
890-5621 and refer to Report No. 016-00031-
3199-011. The terms of the reward provide 
that: The information given that leads to the 
determination of the identity, the apprehension 
and conviction of any person or persons must 
be given no later than November 28, 2021. All 
reward claims must be in writing and shall be 
received no later than January 27, 2022. The 
total County payment of any and all rewards 
shall in no event exceed $10,000 and no 
claim shall be paid prior to conviction unless 
the Board of Supervisors makes a finding of 
impossibility of conviction due to the death or 
incapacity of the person or persons responsible 
for the crime or crimes. The County reward 
may be apportioned between various persons 
and/or paid for the conviction of various persons 
as the circumstances fairly dictate. Any claims 
for the reward funds should be filed no later 
than January 27, 2022, with the Executive 
Office of the Board of Supervisors, 500 West 
Temple Street, Room 383 Kenneth Hahn Hall 
of Administration, Los Angeles, California 90012, 
Attention: William Fifita Reward Fund. For further 
information, please call (213) 974-1579. CELIA 
ZAVALA EXECUTIVE OFFICER BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES
9/23, 9/30, 10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 
11/11, 11/18, 11/25/21
CNS-3509911#
Hawthorne Press Tribune   Pub.  9/23, 9/30, 
10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 
11/25/21

HH-27293

NOTICE OF $10,000 REWARD 
OFFERED BY THE 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS

Notice is hereby given that the Board of 
Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles 
has extended a $10,000 reward offered in 
exchange for information to the apprehen-
sion and conviction of the person or persons 
responsible for the murder of 34-year-old Brian 
Greene, who was fatally shot while entering his 
dark purple Infiniti M37s vehicle parked in the 
Jack’s Liquor Store parking lot at 4700 West 
Imperial Highway in the City of Hawthorne on 
January 19, 2021, at approximately 4:10 p.m. 
Si no entiende esta noticia o si necesita más 
información, favor de llamar al (213) 974-1579. 
Any person having any information related 
to this crime is requested to call Detective 
Matthew Landreth at the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department, Homicide Bureau at (323) 
890-5504 and refer to Report No. 021-00006-
3199-011. The terms of the reward provide 
that: The information given that leads to the 
determination of the identity, the apprehension 
and conviction of any person or persons must 
be given no later than March 4, 2022. All reward 
claims must be in writing and shall be received 
no later than May 3, 2022. The total County 
payment of any and all rewards shall in no 
event exceed $10,000 and no claim shall be 
paid prior to conviction unless the Board of 
Supervisors makes a finding of impossibility 
of conviction due to the death or incapacity 
of the person or persons responsible for the 
crime or crimes. The County reward may be 
apportioned between various persons and/or 
paid for the conviction of various persons as 
the circumstances fairly dictate. Any claims for 
the reward funds should be filed no later than 
May 3, 2022, with the Executive Office of the 
Board of Supervisors, 500 West Temple Street, 
Room 383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administra-
tion, Los Angeles, California 90012, Attention: 
Brian Greene Reward Fund. For further 
information, please call (213) 974-1579. CELIA 
ZAVALA EXECUTIVE OFFICER BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES
9/23, 9/30, 10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 
11/11, 11/18, 11/25/21
CNS-3509901#
Hawthorne Press Tribune   Pub.  9/23, 9/30, 
10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 
11/25/21

HH-27294

PUBLISH
YOUR 
PUBLIC

NOTICES
HERE

ABANDONMENTS:
$125.00

ABC NOTICES:
$125.00

DBA
(Fictitious Business Name)

$75.00
NAME CHANGE:

$200.00
Other type of notice? Contact us

and we can give you a price.

For DBA’s email us at:
dba@heraldpublications.com

All other legal notices email us at:
legalnotices@heraldpublications.com

Any questions?
Call us at 310-322-1830

Order to Show Cause
for Change of Name

Case No. 21TRCP00368
Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES
Petition of:  VY NGOC LAM NGUYEN & 
KHOI HOANG ANH NGUYEN for Change 
of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner VY NGOC LAM NGUYEN &
 KHOI HOANG ANH NGUYEN filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing names 
as follows:

VY NGOC LAM NGUYEN
 to 

VIVIAN NGUYEN
KHOI HOANG ANH NGUYEN 

to
 BRIAN NGUYEN

The Court orders that all persons interested 
in this matter appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must file a 
written objection that includes the reasons for 
the objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 12/17/21, Time: 9:00 AM., Dept.: B, 
Room: 340
The address of the court is:
               825 MAPLE AVE
               TORRANCE, CA 90503
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this county:
HAWTHORNE PRESS TRIBUNE
Date: 10/13/2021
HON. GARY Y. TANAKA
Judge of the Superior Court
Hawthorne Press Tribune   Pub.  10/21, 10/28, 
11/4, 11/11/21

HH-27321

Let’s just be Thankful for all that we have and
 love one another :) 

 - Love You Lots,  Mom

Order to Show Cause
for Change of Name

Case No. 21TRCP00354
Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES
Petition of: JESSICA TRUONG PICKETT for 
Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner JESSICA TRUONG PICKETT filed 
a petition with this court for a decree changing 
names as follows:

JESSICA TRUONG PICKETT
 to 

JESSICA PICKETT
The Court orders that all persons interested 
in this matter appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must file a 
written objection that includes the reasons for 
the objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 12-10-21, Time: 8:30 AM., Dept.: M
The address of the court is: 
             825 MAPLE AVE
             TORRANCE, CA 90503
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this county:
SOUTH BAY CITIES: HAWTHORNE PRESS 
TRIBUNE
Date: SEPT. 28, 2021
DEIRDRE HILL
Judge of the Superior Court
Hawthorne Press Tribune   Pub.  10/21, 10/28, 
11/4, 11/11/21

HH-27323

Order to Show Cause
for Change of Name

Case No. 21TRCP00353
Superior Court of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES
Petition of:  AMBER MARIE VILLEGAS 
& CARLOS FERNANDO VILLEGAS for 
Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner AMBER MARIE VILLEGAS & 
CARLOS FERNANDO VILLEGAS filed a 
petition with this court for a decree changing 
names as follows:

VALERIE VIRGINIA MERIDA 
to 

VALERIE VIRGINIA VILLEGAS
The Court orders that all persons interested 
in this matter appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must file a 
written objection that includes the reasons for 
the objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the court may grant 
the petition without a hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 12-10-21, Time: 8:30 AM., Dept.: B, 
Room: 340
The address of the court is: 
              825 MAPLE AVE, Room 100
              TORRANCE, CA 90503
A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set for hear-
ing on the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this county: 
HAWTHORNE PRESS TRIBUNE
Date: SEPT. 28, 2021
GARY Y. TANAKA
Judge of the Superior Court
Hawthorne Press Tribune    Pub.  10/21, 
10/28, 11/4, 11/11/21

HH-27324

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF:

SHENIKA LYNN SIMPSON
CASE NO. 21STPB09962 

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the WILL or estate, or both of 
SHENIKA LYNN SIMPSON.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed 
by MARILYN SMITH in the Superior Court of 
California, County of LOS ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that 
MARILYN SMITH be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer 
the estate under the Independent Administra-
tion of Estates Act with limited authority. (This 
authority will allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal representative will 
be required to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in 
this court as follows: 11/19/21 at 8:30AM 
in Dept. 5 located at 111 N. HILL ST., LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012 
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the hearing and state 

your objections or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your appearance may 
be in person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or personal delivery 
to you of a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
SHARON Y. ADAMS, ESQ. 
SBN 264546, LAW OFFICE 
OF SHARON Y. ADAMS
P.O. BOX 11184
CARSON CA 90749
10/28, 11/4, 11/11/21
CNS-3523034#
Hawthorne Press Tribune   Pub.  10/28, 
11/4, 11/11/21

HH-27328

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby by given, StorQuest Self 
Storage will sell at public sale by competitive 
bidding the personal property of:
Brianna Richardson
Matthew Rodriguez
Clifton Johnson
Troy Moore
lisa hughes
Tiatanesha Washington
Howard Bass
SHIANNE LOVINGS
Cynthia Abelar
Sheila Rodriguez
Property to be sold: misc. household goods, 
furniture, tools, clothes, boxes, toys, electronics, 
sporting goods, and personal content.Auction 
Company: www.StorageTreasures.com. The 
sale ends at 11:00am November 12, 2021 at 
the property where said property has been 
stored and which is located at StorQuest 
Self Storage 4959 W 147th St, Hawthorne, 
CA 90250. Goods must be paid in cash and 
removed at the time of sale. Sale is subject to 
cancellation in the event of settlement between 
owner and obligated party.
10/28, 11/4/21
CNS-3523915#
Hawthorne Press Tribune   Pub.  10/28, 11/4/21

HH-27331

Summary of Adoption of Ordinance 2226 
Amending Chapters 8.16, 8.17A, 8.17B, 
8.17C, 8.18, 15.40, Various Sections of 
Chapter 17.89, Adding Chapters 15.80, 
15.85 to the Hawthorne Municipal Code 
(“HMC”) Regarding Solid Waste, and 
Making a Determination of Exemption 

Under CEQA
Pursuant to Government Code section 36933(c), 
the following constitutes a summary of Ordinance 
No. 2226 which will be considered for adoption 
by the City Council at its regular meeting on 
November 9, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.  Pursuant to 
California Government Code section 36933(c)
(1), the City Council has previously directed the 
preparation and publication of a summary of 
Ordinance No. 2226 which is required under 
SB 1383 establishing methane emissions 
reduction targets.
Ordinance No. 2226 is amendment of several 
ordinances and policies to facilitate compliance 
with SB 1383, including, but not limited to, a 
mandatory organics service ordinance, an 
enforcement ordinance, a CALGreen C&D 
ordinance, a Model Water Efficient Landscaping 
Ordinance (MWELO), and procurement policies 
aligned with the state’s Public Resources Code.
SUMMARY MUNICIPAL CODE CHANGES:
The following is a summary of the updates made 
to the City’s Municipal Code for compliance with 
the legislation and other City policy decisions.
• Enforcement of the Code has been reviewed 
for compliance with SB 1383 and did not 
require updates.
• Recyclable Materials, Organic Materials, 

and Solid Waste Collection and Disposal 
modifications:
  • Definitions have been added and updated 
to align with SB 1383.
  • Sections were inserted to aid organization 
of the Chapters.
  • Includes requirements for the City’s franchise 
hauler and limitations for self-haul/back-haulers.
  • Prohibits generators from placing incorrect 
materials in containers, such as organic materials 
in the recycling container.
  • Includes the requirements for single family, 
multi-family, and commercial businesses as 
separate sections.
  • Adds the requirements for issuance and 
approval of allowable waivers from collection 
service under SB 1383. Allows City, with proper 
documentation, to automatically issue waivers.
  • Updates enclosure space requirements to 
include space for an organics, recycling, and 
solid waste container.
  • Gives the City authority to inspect and 
investigate complaints or confirm compliance 
for SB 1383.
  • Includes provisions that City cannot take 
enforcement action before required date in SB 
1383 (January 1, 2024).
  • Adds the edible food recovery require-
ments for commercial edible food generators 
to comply with the requirements including 
arranging for edible food donation services, 
record keeping, etc.
  • Adds requirements for food recovery 
organizations to comply with the requirements 
including implementation of written agreements, 

record keeping, reporting, etc.
• The Landscape Water Efficiency chapter has 
been reviewed for compliance with SB 1383 
and required minor updates.
• Building Standards Codes and Administrative 
Provisions Pertaining to Building and Construc-
tion has been reviewed for compliance with SB 
1383 and required minor updates.
• Sample language was provided to align 
with the procurement requirements for internal 
administrative policy update and is not required 
to be included in the Municipal Code.
• Other Notable Revisions/Updates: 
  • Clarifies the responsible party for participation 
or subscription to collection service that was 
ambiguous in prior legislation.
The City Council finds and determines that 
there is no possibility that the adoption of this 
Ordinance will have a significant effect on the 
environment. Accordingly, this Ordinance is not 
subject to the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 
Sections 15061(b)(3) and 15378 of Division 6 
of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations
A certified copy of the entirety of the text of 
Ordinance No. 2226 is available both on the 
City’s website and also in the office of the City 
Clerk, 4455 West 126th Street, Hawthorne, 
California, and is open for public inspection. 
Pursuant to Government Code section 
36933(c), the summary Ordinance No. 2226 
was published at least five (5) days before 
the ordinance was considered for adoption 
on October 26, 2021 at a duly convened 
regular meeting of the Hawthorne City Council.
Hawthorne Press Tribune    Pub.  10/28, 11/4/21

HH-27332

RFB-0143
 CITY OF INGLEWOOD

INVITATION TO SUBMIT BIDS
(Specifications and Conditions 

Governing Award)
The City of Inglewood invites and will receive bids 
duly filed as provided herein for the furnishing of 
qualified “SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF LIQUID 
CHLORINE” as specified in this document.
Each bid shall be submitted and completed in 
all particulars and must be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope addressed to the City of Inglewood, 
The Office of the City Clerk, Inglewood City 
Hall 1st Floor, 1 Manchester Blvd., Inglewood, 
CA 90301, with the designation of the project 
“SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF LIQUID 
CHLORINE” appearing thereon. 
Bids will be opened in public, on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2021 at 11:00 A.M. in the Office 
of the City Clerk, and will be announced then 
and there to all persons present. Specifications 
and other bid documents for the above service 
are on the City’s PlanetBids portal.
The City Council reserves the right to waive 
any irregularity in any bid and to take bids 
under advisement for a period not to exceed 
sixty (60) days from and after the date bids 
are opened and announced.
The following conditions and terms apply:
The City Council reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids.
Attached are detailed specifications and condi-
tions for bid submission.
You must execute your contract within ten (10) 
days after the City mails it.  If the contract is not 
executed within ten (10) days, the City reserves 
the unilateral right to cancel it.
If any provision of the contract is violated, the 
City, after suitable notice, may cancel the contract 
and make arrangements to have the products 
and or services supplied by others.  Any extra 
cost to the City will be paid by the contractor.  
Bid may be obtained from the Purchasing 
and Contracts Services Division located on 
the 8th floor of City Hall, or call (310) 412-5266.
All bids must be for specific amounts.  Any 
attempt to qualify prices with an ‘escalation 
clause’ or any other method of making a price 
variable, is unacceptable. Bids shall be valid for 
sixty (60) calendar days from and after the date 
bids are opened and announced.  
The City reserves the right to add or subtract 
quantities and/or services based on the unit 
prices/unit lump sums so indicated as its 
budgetary needs may require.
Bid documents can be located on the City of 
Inglewood’s Planet Bids Portal.
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.
cfm?CompanyID=45619
Date: November 4, 2021
Louis Atwell, Assistant City Manager
Inglewood Daily News   Pub.  11/4/21

HI-27340

RFB-0145
CITY OF INGLEWOOD

INVITATION TO SUBMIT BID
(Specifications and Conditions 

Governing Award)
The City of Inglewood invites and will receive 
bids duly filed as provided herein for the furnish-
ing of qualified “STAGE AND EQUIPMENT 
FOR SUPER BOWL CONCERT SERIES”as 
specified in this document.
Each bid shall be submitted and completed in 
all particulars and must be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope addressed to the City of Inglewood, 
The Office of the City Clerk, 1 W. Manchester 
Blvd., First Floor, Inglewood, CA 90301 with 
the designation of the project “ STAGE AND 
EQUIPMENT FOR SUPER BOWL CONCERT 
SERIES” appearing thereon.
Bids will be opened in public, on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2021, at 11:30 A.M. in the Office 
of the City Clerk, and will be announced then 
and there to all persons present.  Specifications 
and other bid documents for the above service 
are on the City’s PlanetBids portal.
The City Council reserves the right to waive 
any irregularity in any bid and to take bids 
under advisement for a period not to exceed 
sixty (60) days from and after the date bids 
are opened and announced.
The following conditions and terms apply:
The City Council reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids.
Attached are detailed specifications and condi-
tions for bid submission.
You must execute your contract within ten (10) 
days after the City mails it.  If the contract is not 
executed within ten (10) days, the City reserves 
the unilateral right to cancel it.
If any provision of the contract is violated, the 
City, after suitable notice, may cancel the contract 
and make arrangements to have the products 
and or services supplied by others.  Any extra 
cost to the City will be paid by the contractor.  
Bid may be obtained from the Purchasing 
and Contracts Services Division located on 
the 8th floor of City Hall, or call (310) 412-5266.
All bids must be for specific amounts.  Any 
attempt to qualify prices with an ‘escalation 
clause’ or any other method of making a price 
variable, is unacceptable. Bids shall be valid for 
sixty (60) calendar days from and after the date 
bids are opened and announced.  
The City reserves the right to add or subtract 
quantities and/or services based on the unit 
prices/unit lump sums so indicated as its 
budgetary needs may require.
Bid documents can be located on the City of 
Inglewood’s Planet Bids Portal.
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.
cfm?CompanyID=45619
Date: November 4, 2021
Louis Atwell, Assistant City Manager 
Inglewood Daily News   Pub.  11/4/21

HI-27341
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plumbing
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

We offer  
Senior Discounts•

We match any pricing•
Open 24/7•

Free Estimates
License # 537357

1-310-782-1978

SIX MONTHS – $450  •  ONE YEAR – $800
We will create your B&P ad for you, at no additional cost. For information or rates, call 310-322-1830. 

Interested parties email: marketing@heraldpublications.com 

PAINTING • PLASTERING
HANDYMAN

TOUCHSTONE

30 Year Business and Resident in the South Bay
310-517-9677

Reasonably Priced – Referrals Upon Request

handymancontractor

ContraCtor

Call Manny  310-729-9612

& Handyman
KING OF REPAIRS & REMODELING

• Plumbing & Water Damage
• Electrical • Carpentry & Flooring

• Specialize in Kitchen & Bath
• Door, Windows & Molding

12% SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

We Are Open During COrOnA!!

B U S I N E S S  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  A D S

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

marketing@heraldpublications.com

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

marketing@heraldpublications.com

Dolapite, Bulgaria: Why is he out there on the platform, taking my picture? Can’t he hear the whistle?

The mystery of the Orient—the Golden Horn from Galata.

Budapest-Keleti Station in the daytime. So much more reassuring.

Travel				    from front page

Poenari, Romania: Dracula really did sleep here in the remote Transylvanian mountains. Honest!

Gara de Nord, Bucharest: Joe Stalin wants to know, just how 
impressed are you?

was coming. The Russians were gone and had 
taken their ideology with them, but we had 
no way of knowing what kind of hangover 
they’d left behind. 

Which came to mind when we alit in Bu-
dapest on a cold, moonless night to find a 
gravel path instead of a platform and no street 
lights anywhere. It was a black-and-gray scene 
straight out of Schindler’s List, with silent, 
exhausted crowds trudging into the station and 
out to the street. One of the few times in our 
travels when we were genuinely intimidated.

The trains ranged from the Germans and 
Austrians (ugly, but efficient) to the Roma-
nians and Turks (ornate, friendly, and falling 
apart). The farther east we travelled, the more 
the Communist past came to life, in massive, 
decrepit, concrete stations filled with loiterers 
who never seemed to climb onto a train. But 
the cities were clearly making up for lost time, 
with vibrant art scenes, wonderful hotels and 
spas, boisterous night lives, and hordes of 
high-performance German cars.

The food was another matter. After Viennese  
Schnitzels and Sachertorten, the cuisine steadily 
deteriorated until an abrupt reversal in Istanbul. 
The Ottomans have invaded—or been invaded 
by—nearly every country on the planet. Their 
former capital is truly the Culinary Crossroads 
of the World. 

We have an ironclad rule about never eat-
ing at a restaurant with an English or tourist 
menu, and the Turkish script in the docks 
and alleyways where we ventured proved 
impenetrable. But the Turks are a friendly lot, 
and we generally drew a good-natured laugh 
by discreetly pointing at another diner’s meal 
and signaling for the same. Some of the best, 
most exotic seafood in the world.

Agatha Christie wrote Murder on the Orient 
Express in Suite 411 of the Pera Palace Hotel, 
across the fabled Golden Horn and up a steep 
funicular from downtown Istanbul. Naturally, 
we wanted her room, but it was booked months 
in advance. So was Kemal Ataturk’s suite, so 
the staff offered us Greta Garbo’s former digs 
on the top floor. We were supposed to stay 
three nights, but a week raced by before we 
managed to tear ourselves away. 

To the airport, thank goodness!
A note on Railroads: Never board a train 

anywhere in the world without googling 
and thoroughly consulting The Man in Seat 
Sixty-One. The Man, Mark Smith, is a rail 
travel genius.

A note on Times: Railroads all over the 
world run on 24-hour clocks (they even used 
to call it Railroad and Telegraph Time). So, if 
you show up precisely twelve hours late, like 
we did in Bucharest, expect an embarrassing 

discussion and an overnight extension in the 
exotic locale of your non-choice. Ever since, 
we’ve set all of our digital clocks and watches 
to 24-hour time. Just in case.

And while we’re on the subject of Vlad the 
Impaler: Anyone familiar with the George-Wash-
ington-Slept-Here trope from Revolutionary 
America will recognize its parallel in 15th 
century Romania. The countryside is full of 
forts and castles that claim Vlad Dracula, the 
Volvode of Wallachia, as a former occupant. 

merge him with the Hungarian serial killer 
Elizabeth Báthory into everyone’s favorite 
B-movie ghoul.

Next up: In Defense of Spontaneity—A 
Winter Ramble Around Northern Italy.

Ben & Glinda Shipley, published writers 
and photographers, share their expertise and 
experience of their many world travels.  If 
you have any questions or interest in a par-
ticular subject, please email them at web@
heraldpublications.com. •

As classy as many of them are, the drab, mel-
ancholy Poenari Castle, in the remote Arges 
pass in the Transylvanian mountains, seemed 
to have best suited the moody, paranoid Count.

And as to Vlad’s nickname and his adoption 
by Bram Stoker: The key to understanding 
much of European history lies in the constant, 
centuries-old threat of Ottoman invasion. So 
how do you convince a thoroughly brutal and 
aggressive empire to take its foreign religion 
and insatiable tax collectors and invade else-
where? Vlad’s solution in 1462 was to line the 
road from Constantinople with 18,000 impaled 
Turkish allies. By the time the dumbfounded 
Sultan Mehmet II and his troops left Targoviste, 
they’d lost all interest in acquiring any more 
Wallachian subjects. 

Vlad’s reputation never recovered, natu-
rally, and set the stage for Bram Stoker to 
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come home and generally just wants to be 
in the same room as you. He is a gentle 
and sweet boy that anyone would be lucky 
to call their own.

These cats and kittens are available for 
adoption through Kitten Rescue, one of the 
largest cat rescue groups in Southern Cali-
fornia. All our kitties are spayed/neutered, 

Waiting for adoption are cats and kittens 
of every age, color, and personality. When 
you adopt, you save a life… and in turn 
enrich your own.

Bailey is a playful kitten who likes to 
go-go-go. She has a lot of energy and an 
upbeat personality. She is very snuggly and 
has the fur texture of an angora scarf. Bailey 
likes to play with her big brothers and does 
well keeping up with their tussles. Sweet 
by disposition, Bailey does not shy away 
from the rough-and-tumble. This kitty is 
both sweet and sassy and can hold her own 
in any situation.

This sweet momma is ready for her own 
home and to be a “kitten”! Atlantis loves to 
cuddle and get belly rubs, probably greatful 
that she does not have babies going for milk 
anymore! She does not do well with change, 
so Atlantis would do best in finding a home 
that does not have a lot of people coming in 
and out or that is too loud. She would love 
to be an only cat, or she might do well with 
another independent furry friend. Atlantis is so 
sweet and was the best momma, but it’s her 
time to find a home; we hope it’s with you.

Hyacinth and her brother Dandelion were 
born in their foster home to a teenage mama 
cat, who had recently been rescued from a 
hoarding situation. Hyacinth is a little pistol, 
very brave in any situation. She is initially 
shy, but then warms up quickly. She is sweet, 
enjoys petting and loves to play, play, play! 
She will need a playmate. Unless you have 
a young cat or kitten already who also needs 
a playmate, you will need to also adopt her 

brother or perhaps her mama Sable! Hyacinth 
and her brother Dandelion who is also up for 
adoption, would love to be adopted together!

Figaro (Not shown.) is a stunning, pure 
white young kitty with golden eyes. He 
was found in a car engine as a small kit-
ten when he dropped to the street. After 
such a rough beginning, this beautiful boy 
still ended up being the most affectionate, 
loving kitty. When he wants attention, he’ll 
sit at your feet and gaze up at you with his 
enchanting golden eyes, or will jump up in 
your lap for pets and cuddles. Figaro truly 
is the sweetest cat! He is also very playful 
and engaged, and enjoys hopping around on 
his jungle gym and chasing his laser light all 
over the house. As a  youngster, he has tons 
of energy  and loves snack time!

Elsie is the cutest girl you will ever meet. 
She is a purr machine and likes to give you 
lots of love. She loves to be pet and will 
purr the entire time. Elsie is always very 
calm and loves to sit on your lap. She is 
also fond of playing with her feather toys 
and wands. This intelligent kitty is great at 
following directions and not doing things she 
knows not to do. There is not much else you 
can ask for in a cat!

Fuego is a sweet and curious kitten. He 
loves playing with his brother, inspecting the 

plants, and finding new places to explore. The 
second you pick him up he starts purring. He 
is a playful little guy with a big personality. 
Fuego will greet you at the door when you 

Purrrfect Companions

Atlantis

Elsie

microchipped, tested for FeLV and FIV, 
dewormed and current on their vaccinations. 
For additional information and to see these 
or our other kittens and cats, please check 
our website www.kittenrescue.org. 

Our Adoption Center is temporarily closed. 
In the meantime, we are still conducting 
contactless adoptions using all the online 
tools at our disposal. To virtually browse our 
adoptable cats, please visit our Adoption Gal-
lery where you can find photos and profiles 
of all the cats and kittens we have up for 
adoption from our network of foster homes 
and from the Sanctuary. At the end of each 
cat’s profile is a link to the email address of 
the foster parent or adoption counselor, and 
you may reach out directly with questions or 
to arrange a virtual meeting.

The donations and support we receive from 
individuals like you, who share our love and 
commitment to helping cats and kittens in Los 
Angeles, are the sole reason we are able to do 
what we do. We are grateful for your financial 
help. By making even a small donation today, 
you can touch the lives of the many deserv-
ing, wonderful animals in our care. There 
are many ways you can donate and help, and 
every dollar means so much. Kitten Rescue 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Your tax-deductible 
donations for the rescue and care of our cats 
and kittens can be made through our website or 
by sending a check payable to Kitten Rescue, 
3519 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90039.

Saving one animal won’t change the 
world, but the world will surely change for 
that animal. •

Bailey

Hyacinyth

Fuego


