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Fashion Show co-chairs Nina Tarnay, Linda Perry, Nadine Bobit, and Kelli Piken pose with pups at the Torrance Memorial Medical Center’s 31st annual Holiday Festival, which raised in total more than  
$4.2 million, including sponsorships and major gift donations. For more photos see page 2. Photo by Diedre Davidson.

Torrance Memorial Raises Over 
$4 Million at Festival and Gala
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City Approves Swipe Card System for 
Torrance Community Transit Program
By Cristian Vasquez 

In a unanimous 7-0 vote the Torrance City 
Council approved the implementation of a swipe 
card system for the Torrance Community Transit 
Program during the Dec. 9 council meeting. 

Under the recommendation of the Transit 
Director the council agreed to approve an 
agreement with Cabconnect in order to buy 
and implement a swipe card system for the 
Torrance Community Transit Program. The 
agreement is not to exceed $56,310 for the 
time period between Dec. 9-Dec. 31, 2015.  

“Torrance Transit is implementing this card 
system in order to provide a better means 
for our citizens to pay their fair with the cab 
companies,” Transit Director Kim Turner said. 
“Instead if using the paper tickets it allows 
them to use the swipe card. They can swipe 
it for the one ticket for a round fair and they 
can swipe it again for the additional funds if 
need be.”

Funds for the project will be made avail-
able via the Transit Department’s Fiscal Year 
2015 Operating Budget. Back in 2003 the 
city consolidated its Senior and Dial-A-Taxi 
program under the Torrance Community Transit 
Program [TCTP], which was adopted to replace 
the Dial-A-Lift Program. The current all-taxi 
service provided allows for “greater flexibility 
and independence in meeting transportation 
alternative needs of the city’s senior residents 
and residents with disabilities” states the staff 
report. 

Prior to the swipe card agreement, riders 
were issued paper vouchers valued at $13 at a 
cost of $1 to the person using the service. The 
subsidized service would allow for a taxi ride 
without the need of paying cash at the moment 
of the service. However, if the fare was greater 
than $13 the rider had the option of using a 
separate voucher to pay for the additional cost, 
or cover the excess fee out-of-pocket. 

“The customer will have the option so some 
may actually save money by using that extra 
voucher because they will actually only pay 
one dollar for it [extra service],” Administra-
tive Analyst Ashley Koger said. “So in some 
cases it might benefit them [rider] but in oth-
ers they might lose money so we give them 
that option and make the program flexible for 
them in that way.”

With a swipe card system the process of 
using the services is expected to become 
easier for riders and city transit authorities. 

“Our plan for the implementation process is 
as seniors and disabled users are introduced 
to the swipe card system, we will maintain 
the current practice of [paying] via checks 
by mail and then we will extend to a web 
system once everything is in place and once 
everyone is accustomed to the new swipe 
card system,” Koger said. “We did not want 
to inundate them [riders] with an entirely new 
process; they are sued to mailing in checks so 
we wanted to keep that consistent for them. 
Sometimes seniors and the disabled are not 

100 percent sure and reliable with the tech-
nology so we wanted to make it available to 
them to pay via check.”

Once fully implemented each rider will 
have a swipe card, which will include an 
ID number and a picture of the owner for 
identification. The new system will allow 
staff to quickly load the card so that the rider 
can use it immediately. Currently seniors 
and disabled residents have to wait between 
seven and 10 days for their vouchers to be 
delivered via mail.

One resident, Mark Stephenson, expressed 
his concern over the amount tax dollars being 
used to subsidize this transportation program. 
However, everyone who spoke from the city 
agreed that the transition was beneficial. 

“We listened to this program from June 
Mills for a few months and we do approve 
this program,” Leilani Kimmel-Dagostino with 
the Torrance Commission on Aging said. “It 
was very well explained and we do believe 
that it will be a benefit to our seniors so that 
they don’t have to deal with paper tickets. It 
is going to help the transit department; it is 
going to help the city in saving money when 
the cards are reloaded. I think it is a good 
program and we approved of it.” 

“It allows for better record keeping for us 
and it enables use to get a better account of 
the usage of our passengers and we are more 
ale to count them as well for our reports,” 
Turner said. •
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Free Estimates

Family Owned & Operated for 66 Years
Time starts at your door
Free use of boxes & wardrobes
Short notice moves
Home-Office-Apartments
Local and Long Distance
Licensed & Insured – CAL-T-160-989

310.329.3493

Jerry Cohen, CEO
with his granddaughter

Moving handled with patience and kindness!

Harry’s &  
McCoy’s Moving

Torrance Memorial Hosts Gala and Fundraiser
Photos by Diedre Davidson

More than 15,000 community members enjoyed the six-day event hosted under a 30,000 
sq-ft white tent on the Torrance Memorial campus. Festivities included a display of 32 
themed decorated trees, a Fashion Show, Gala Dinner, Santa Lunch, two Seniors Days and 
the South Bay’s largest Holiday Shopping Boutique. The event had multiple sponsors and 

many generous donations came in to support the new Lundquist Tower.
As a bonus to the week’s festivities, Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc. donated a 2015 Toyota 

Highlander Limited as the Opportunity Drawing Grand Prize. Stephanie Tang, MD, became 
the second consecutive Emergency Department physician to win the car. •

Dean Reuter and Susan Reuter. Stanley Chang, MD, Anesthesiology, Joanne Chang, Michael Newman, MD, Surgery, Oren Zaidel, Gastroenterology, MD, and Aaron 
Hong, MD, Anesthesiology.

Lisa Moule and Russell Varon of Morgan’s Jewelers. 

Standing, left to right: with members of Torrance Memorial’s Pet Visitation Program, Auxiliary members Bea Mantico and Pat Carlson; 
front row, left to right Michelle Rand, Celeste Crandell and Katharine Crawley.

Betty Broughton, Jean O’Dell and Barbara Smith, Holiday Festival finance co-chairs.

Front row: Kacey Ahn, Steve Morikawa and Mary Morikawa; Back row: Danny Ahn, Joseph Lubinski, Teresa Phillips and Erik Wedin 
from American Honda.

David Hadley, California Assembly member 66th District, and 
Suzanne Hadley.

Carolyn Snyder and Bev George, Holiday Festival co-chairs.

Three generations of family attended representing Sunrider.
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By Laura Sorensen
Sometimes it’s nice to be able to do work in 

a coffee shop, especially one with comfortable 
couches and book-filled corners like Catalina 
Coffee in Redondo Beach. Catalina has a laid-
back vibe for a coffee 
shop; people are reading 
quietly in the corners and 
a mom lets her kids color 
on a low table across from 
me. There’s no annoying 
holiday music, or at least 
it’s not up loud enough to 
drill into one’s eardrums. 

It’s no accident that I 
have arranged to meet 
Heidi Butzine at Cata-
lina, which is a proud 
local Redondo institu-
tion. Butzine, a collected 
and articulate, and very 
friendly interviewee, who 
brought her formal “office 
suit coat” but never had 
to put it on, has made 
a career from supporting local business. Her 
articulate and intelligent look at consumers 
and their spending habits has coalesced into 
a book called “Shop Local: A Practical Pain-
Free Guide to Shopping with Purpose.” Hey, 
just in time for the holidays. Butzine hopes to 
nudge the consumer towards mindfulness when 
shopping, and help him or her make a deci-
sion that takes the local business into account. 

 Butzine is a child of the South Bay who 
grew up in Torrance and Lomita and whose 
first job was at Del Amo mall. In high school 
she loved to write, but her passion was always 
geared towards business: she wanted to be the 
woman with the big office high in the shiny 
tower. She wanted an office of her own, like 
the one her great-grandmother had when she 
worked for many years in the aerospace industry, 
or like the one where she visited her father. 
She enrolled in Harbor College, at the same 
time as she got a full-time job working as a 
copy-girl in the mailroom at a small nonprofit. 
“Paying for your own school helps you realize 
the importance of your own education,” she 
notes, and she lived by her own maxim, using 
her money to pay for her tuition while she 
lived at home and worked her way up from 
the mailroom.

And here is where it gets intriguing. The 
nonprofit company took a chance on Butzine, 
who considered herself a shy girl and was 
the youngest person at the nonprofit by many 
years, giving her the responsibility of helping 
to organize public meetings and seminars for 
important clients of all types. At Harbor Col-
lege, she switched her major from business 
to communications with an emphasis on PR. 
She would go from the academic environment, 
learning about public relations strategies, and 
put them directly into use when meeting clients 
and organizing the events at the nonprofit. It 
was like going to two colleges at once, honing 
her interpersonal skills and communicating 
with construction workers and CEOs, and 
the combination made her indispensible to 
her employers. “I’ve been able to put that to 
work,” she says modestly. “That” has become 
her most valuable asset, and she also realized 
that the CEO in the office tower was not re-
ally her style after all. Instead, she wanted to 
work where she could meet and interact with 
lots of people.

At her next job, which she acquired through 
her contacts at the nonprofit, she was promoted to 

VP of operations, and then at the same time went  
and put herself through the executive MBA 
program at UCLA. She and her mentor formed 
a residential risk consultancy business that 
dealt with “just about every home builder in 

the country” until the 
recession. That posi-
tion took ideas from 
all her former jobs 
and synthesized them 
into such a lucrative 
business that they were  
bought out in 2007, just 
in time for the recession 
to hit. Butzine, who was 
transitioning away from 
that business, had to 
watch as many of her 
former employees were 
laid off. “Ultimately,” 
she said, “I had to let 
myself go.” She closed 
the door on that job and 
took a break in Italy.

It would be another 
entire article to talk about Butzine and Italy. 
She has an abiding passion for wine and wine-
making – and another side business certifying 
students who want to learn about wine – and 
she has taken the Culinary Institute of America 
wine program. In Italy she followed a tour bus 
around and learned that “wine comes from the 
same area wehre the food is grown, where the 
mushrooms came from. . . .” In other words, 
Italians like to shop local. Butzine came back 
to California with more information about wine 
and wrote articles for Napa-area wineries. She 
likes to tell the story that when she spoke to 
local winemakers up North, they would say, 
“If our neighbors fail, then we fail as well.” 
Meaning, communities have to band together 
to save one anothers’ businesses, even if they 
are competitors. If businesses feel responsible 
for each others’ successes, and if consumers 
realize that and spend their money at local 
businesses, local economy will begin to boom 
and “support and save what makes our com-
munities unique and different,” says Butzine. 
This idea became the seed for her next venture, 
ShopLocal.us.

ShopLocal.us is a type of glue that binds 
local small businesses together. Butzine wants 
to give businesses a chance to interact with one 
another, and to become more visible to the type 
of customer looking to support them. Then 
it’s easy for consumers to access local busi-
ness and be confident that their money is well 
spent and is headed back into the community  
rather than being funneled away to corporate 
headquarters. Butzine has begun to certify 
businesses in the South Bay area that want 
to be recognized as local, and consumers can 
use an app to target these businesses. “The 
point is to spend money in your community, 
because it comes back to you,” she says, as 
the businesses support schools, little league 
teams, and other services. 

Butzine hasn’t stopped at the South Bay, 
though: she wants to take ShopLocal to a 
national level. California has long had a 
pro-small-business mentality, but many other 
U.S. cities have more of a “shop big-box for 
everything” habit. Butzine wants to change 
that by training others with a passion for the 
shop-local ideal to connect with small business 
owners, raise visibility, and work with citizens 
to promote mindfulness while spending and 
awareness of what small businesses are found 

Serving Sick and Homeless Children
Children In Hospice Centers

Children Awaiting Treatments for  
Life Threatening Diseases

www.mmbha.webs.com
It’s Time. Equal Pay for Equal Work.

This is the personal opinion of Heidi Maerker

Heidi Butzine Advocates  
Support of Small Business

Heidi Butzine - entrepreneur, wine enthusiast, local business sup-
porter, and founder of ShopLocal.us. Photo courtesy of Heidi Butzine.

See Women at Work, page 9

Go Continental for the Holidays
Business Briefs

Family-owned and operated Continental Gourmet Market is known for their empanadas (perfect for potluck parties too) and will also 
be featuring specialty wines, cheeses, fresh-baked breads, festive cookies and pastries for the holidays.  There are two locations – one 
in Hawthorne at 12921 S. Prairie Avenue, (310) 676-5444 and the other in Lomita at 25600 Narbonne Avenue, (310) 530-3213.  
Catering is available and online ordering at www.continentalgourmetmarket.com.  Continental Gourmet Market Founder and Family 
Patriarch Roberto Mortara (right) is pictured with his son Sergio Mortara and daughter-in-law Sandy Mortara who now run the day to day 
operations of the two stores, along with Continental’s next generation Robbie (3) and Abbie (1-1/2). Photo provided by Sergio Mortara.

First Bank Opens  
New Torrance Location

First Bank held a festive grand opening  
and ribbon cutting to celebrate their new  
branch in Torrance, located at 21705 Hawthorne  
Blvd. Guests included Torrance Mayor  
Patrick J. Furey and Council Members  
Geoff Rizzo and Mike Griffiths who  

mingled with Torrance Area Chamber of 
Commerce and First Bank management 
and staff.  Special check presentations were 
also made by First Bank to the Switzer  
Learning Center and Boys and Girls Club 
of South Bay.

First Bank Branch Manager Yalda Noorzai (holding certificate) is surrounded by (L to R) First Bank CA Retail Manager Steve Fiata, 
Torrance Council Member Geoff Rizzo, First Bank Regional Manager Jane Lief, Torrance Mayor Patrick J. Furey and Torrance Council 
Member Mike Griffiths.

First Bank’s Doris Walker and Yalda Noorzai (holding scissors) get ready to cut the grand opening ribbon at their new branch in Torrance, 
located at 21705 Hawthorne Blvd., (310) 214-2950. See Business Briefs, page 9
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12.18.14 PUZZLE - 152

puz 152 (unmodified)

MEDIUM - 2010
152 PUZZLE

MEDIUM - 2010
152 - 1 Sol

puz 152 - 1
(unmodified)

SUDOKU Medium

Last Week’s Answers

WEEKLY CROSSWORD See Answers Next Week

Animal Attractions
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Sudoku Solution

9 4 2 1 3 5 8 6 7
7 5 8 2 4 6 9 3 1
1 6 3 7 8 9 4 5 2
6 8 7 9 2 3 5 1 4
3 9 4 5 1 8 7 2 6
5 2 1 4 6 7 3 8 9
2 7 9 8 5 1 6 4 3
4 3 5 6 9 2 1 7 8
8 1 6 3 7 4 2 9 5

SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.

Level: Medium

5 6
9 8 1 4

6 9 7 2 5
8 1 9 5

2 8
6 7 3 4

2 8 4 3 1
7 1 5 8

7 6

Animal Attractions
by Myles Mellor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57

58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67 68

Across

Type1.

Deviation4.

"The ___ Daba Honeymoon"7.

Lingerie item10.

Docking13.

Acquire15.

Speed (up)16.

Way to trick someone17.

Deity to many20.

Caesar's meal starters?21.

Items of little importance22.

Waits24.

Personals, e.g.27.

Down

Lion's lunch, maybe1.

Was lazy2.

Outback critters3.

On a cruise4.

Foreign dignitary5.

Nurse type6.

Related on the father's side7.

Mass confusion8.

Individual souls, in Hinduism9.

Belgian capital10.

Hi-___ monitor11.

Bygone greeting12.

Shag rugs14.

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3X3 
squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.

Across
1. Type
4. Deviation
7. “The ___ Daba Honeymoon”
10. Lingerie item
13. Docking
15. Acquire
16. Speed (up)
17. Way to trick someone
20. Deity to many
21. Caesar’s meal starters?
22. Items of little importance
24. Waits
27. Personals, e.g.
28. Kind of chamber
30. Dash lengths
31. Important time
32. Commencement
34. High-five, e.g.
35. Futile efforts
41. Cleveland’s lake
42. Kilt pattern
43. Anatomical duct
44. 30-day mo.
47. Banned insecticide
48. Dog doc
51. Required

54. Hear confessions, old word
56. Slips
57. Red dye
58. Acting the fool
62. Cain raiser
63. Bleed
64. Stare down
65. Kind of cabinet
66. Hot springs
67. Long ___
68. Fronted

Down
1. Lion’s lunch, maybe
2. Was lazy
3. Outback critters
4. On a cruise
5. Foreign dignitary
6. Nurse type
7. Related on the father’s side
8. Mass confusion
9. Individual souls, in Hinduism
10. Belgian capital
11. Hi-___ monitor
12. Bygone greeting
14. Shag rugs
18. Dolt

19. Eccentric
23. C-worthy
25. Slope to the sea, to Sean
26. Blabs
29. Classic opener
32. Laudatory lines
33. Recipe amt.
34. In a funk
35. “___ Only Just Begun”
36. Bit of Kurdistan
37. Audience member
38. Antiquity, once
39. No-goodniks
40. As yet
44. Networks, e.g.
45. Emphasize
46. Focal point
48. Ocular
49. Show
50. Looked after
52. Refuge
53. Rather, for one
55. It may be pitched
58. Kitten’s cry
59. Female gametes
60. ___ few rounds
61. Hot time: abbr.

 

PRICING 1X 2X 3X 4X
Up to 21 words:  $40 $50 $60 $70
Up to 28 words:  $45 $55 $65 $75
Up to 35 words:  $50 $60 $70 $80
Up to 42 words:  $55 $65 $75 $85
Up to 49 words:  $60 $70 $80 $90

KEEP IT LOCAL
NEW 
LOWER 
RATES!

 
The deadline for Classified Ad copy and payment is at Noon 
on Tuesday. We reserve the right to reject, edit, and determine 
proper classification of classified ads. Herald Publications does 
not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it 
take responsibility for those claims.

PLEASE NOTE: new email address. E-mail ad copy to:  
class@heraldpublications.com. 

HOW TO PAY: CHECKS, CASH OR CREDIT CARDS. Include Visa or M/C number along 
with billing address, security code, expiration date, email address and phone number. 
PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE AD IS PUBLISHED!

Credit Card Billing Information
Card Number Security Code Expiration Date

First Name on Card Last Name on Card

Address

City State Zip/Postal Code

Phone Number

Payment Type CASH CHECK

Signature

Ad Copy

OVER 40 THOUSAND PAPERS DELIVERED WITHIN MILES OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

For your convenience you can fill out this form and fax it (310-322-2787), email (class@
heraldpublications.com) it or bring it into the office at 312 E Imperial Avenue, El Segundo.

COMMUNITIES COUNT

Follow Us  
on Twitter  

@heraldpub

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).
Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the fol-
lowing Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will 
only be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.
Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

EmploymEnt

 
Display Ad Sales Position. 
We need an  exper ienced 
Display Ad Salesperson for 
Herald Publications. Territories 
include Torrance, El Segundo 
and Hawthorne. Full or part-
time positions are available. 
20% commission on all sales. 
If  interested please email your 
resume to  management@
h e r a l d p u b l i c a t i o n s . c o m . 
N o  p h o n e  c a l l s  p l e a s e . 

EmploymEnt

Experienced limo drivers needed. 
Limousine company in Hawthorne. 
Call Alex 310-466-3900

For rEnt

One room for rent in a 3BD 2BA 
house including washer/dyer, kitchen 
privileges, parking available, free wi-fi. 
$900/mo 310-508-5840

FrEE

F R E E  O F F I C E  S T U F F 
Desks, filing cabinets, storage  
units etc. Come and get them. 
They are old, but the price is right.  
E m a i l  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t : 
management@heraldpublications.
com

HousE For rEnt

Executive Home 5BD 3 BA All 
amenities 2 car garage 2 story house 
with oversized large yard and huge 
deck. Hardwood floor. 310-663-9898 

ApArtmEnt For rEnt

1BD/1 Bath, newly remodeled,  small 
building, enclosed single car garage, 
washer/ dryer , quite part of  ES 
Av a i l a b l e  J a n u a r y  * N e a r 
B e a c h * n o  p e t s * $ 1 4 9 5 / m o 
1 4 7  W h i t i n g ,  E l  S e g u n d o 
Rental applications can be emailed 
to americashpaul@aol.com or call 
310-422-9595

Auto For sAlE

I am an ES resident selling my 
silver 2004 Honda Civic LX-2 door 
5 speed manual transmission. It’s in 
great condition. 51,000 miles $7,600 
424-277-1050
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 Peppermint Mocha 
Cheesecake

Ingredients

Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease bottom and side of nine-inch 
springform pan.

Press cookie crumbs onto bottom of prepared pan. Place in freezer 
for five minutes.

Beat cream cheese, Coffee-mate and 1/4 cup sugar in large mixer 
bowl until creamy. Beat in eggs one at a time, beating well after 
each addition. Pour filling into crust.

Bake for 45 to 50 minutes or until edges are set but center still 
moves slightly.

Combine sour cream, remaining sugar and vanilla extract in medium 
bowl; mix well. Spread over surface of warm cheesecake. Bake for 
5 minutes. Remove from oven and cool on wire rack. Refrigerate 
for several hours or overnight. Remove side of springform pan. •

Preparation

“A Taste of Brooklyn”

EL SEGUNDO
150 S Sepulveda Blvd.

310-426-9494

MANHATTAN BEACH
976 Aviation Blvd. 

310-318-5959

Now Open Sundays
Ample 

Seating

DELIVERY IN LIMITED AREA AT BOTH LOCATIONS

1 LARGE 16” PIZZA
with one topping

$1399
Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions and coupon must be  
presented. Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. Expires 1/1/15.

VALENTINO  S♥ 
Pizza, Pasta & More

Catering Available

ANY SMALL  
COLD 6” SUB 

made on our daily fresh homemade bread 
with bag of chips and small drink

$695
Plus Tax. One per customer, must present 
coupon, not valid with any other offer, no 

substitutions please. Expires 1/1/15.

•  2 cups ground chocolate-mint sandwich cookies 
 (such as Oreos Mint N’ Cream)

•  3 pkgs. (8 oz. each) cream cheese, at room temperature

•  1 cup Peppermint Mocha Flavor Nestle Coffee-mate 
 Powdered Coffee Creamer

•  3/4 cup granulated sugar, divided

•  3 large eggs

•  1 container (16 oz.) sour cream, at room temperature

•  1 teaspoon vanilla extract
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The Jewelry Source
337 Main St. El Segundo. 310-322-7110

www.jewelrysourceUSA.com

©
20

07

Ladies Ready  
to Hoop it Up

By Adam Serrao
Basketball is back and teams from all 

around Torrance are suiting up to try and 
make a run at this year’s CIF championship 
trophy. Now that the spotlight is on the high 
school hardwood, girls’ basketball teams 
from around the city have taken to tourna-
ment play to try and ready themselves for 
what will be another long season. Last year, 
it was the West High Warriors who made it 
the farthest, advancing all the way to the CIF 
Division 2A Championship game where they 
El Dorado to take home the Championship 
to West High. Last year is almost a year 
away now though, and North, South and 
Torrance High are all out to prove that they 
too, can dominate the girls’ circuit like the 
Lady Warriors did last season. 

In studying all of the teams from around 
the Torrance area and how they did last sea-
son, it had to have been the Lady Warriors 
who were the most impressive. Under head 
coach Mike Caporaso, West High took the 
Bay League by storm and finished the sea-
son with a 33-5 record, going 8-2 in league 
play. Winners of their first six games of the 
season, it wasn’t until early December that 
the team finally lost a game to Mater Dei 
in tournament play. The Lady Warriors went 
on to finish the season not losing much at 
all and were led on offense by junior Kayla 
Sato. Sato will be returning to the team for 
her senior season and looks to lead a team 
that has now switched divisions from the 
Bay League to the Pioneer League, where 
they will be going head-to-head with their 
hated rivals from North, South and Torrance 
High. The Lady Warriors began this year off 
with two tough losses to start the season, 
but since then have found their groove by 
winning five of their last six games. Look 
for West to make some noise this season. 

One team looking to make sure that it’s 
not West making all the noise is the Lady 
Saxons. Last season, North High finished in 
first place in the Pioneer League standings 
with a 22-8 record, going 8-1 in league play. 
The Lady Saxons will specifically be seeking 
revenge against West who bumped them out 
of the playoffs in the semifinals last season 
with a 66-51 victory. The Saxons look like 
they will be in position to get their revenge 
as the team, under head coach Lauren Ka-
miyama, is returning six players from last 
year’s team, including seniors Ryley Kamiya, 
Kylie Oshiro and Katelyn Serizawa. So far 
this season, the Lady Saxons are starting 
off in a strong way going 5-0 over their 
first five games with wins over Palos Verdes 

Peninsula and Edison in the Redondo Union 
tournament just to name a few. Watch for 
North High as this seasons early favorite to 
welcome West to the Pioneer League and 
finish off the season in first place. 

The Lady Spartans didn’t do too bad 
themselves last season. With a 21-8 record, 
going 8-2 in league play, South finished right 
behind North in the Pioneer League stand-
ings. Under head coach Bobby Imamura, 
the Lady Spartans won their first four games 
of the season last year and won their first 
four games of league play before losing to 
North High in late January; a game that put 
the team into second place for good. While 
North is looking for revenge on West, South 
is looking for revenge on North and will 
have to wait until the end of January to get 
it. The Spartans will face the Saxons in a 
game at home on January 28th where there 
will most likely be a lot on the line. Return-
ing senior Jaryn Fajardo will lead the Lady 
Spartans into battle this season where after 
five games South High is still undefeated. 
The Lady Spartans figure to battle for the 
top seed when all is said and done in what 
should be a division filled with real competi-
tors at the top this year. 

Last but not least, the Torrance Tartars 
will be looking to enter their names in the 
conversation and shake things up in the Pio-
neer League this season. Finishing in third 
place last season, the 12-13, 6-4 Lady Tartars 
finished the year two games behind South 
High for the second place spot in the division. 
Key losses to West, South and North down 
the stretch last season spelt Torrance’s fate 
in the league, but the team was still able to 
rally into the playoffs where they succeeded 
in a first round showdown against Beverly 
Hills. The season is still young for the Lady 
Tartars who lost their first game of the year, 
but beat Edison in their second. Lone return-
ing senior for the Tartars, Jenny Parada, will 
look to lead her team into victory this season 
while returning juniors Kayla Chung and 
Kylie Nakada will also look to take over a 
leadership role. 

The season is young and the Pioneer 
League is filled with contending teams this 
year in girls basketball. While it should be 
a long season, it will most certainly be an 
interesting one as the Warriors now join a 
league that is already as competitive as can 
be. West High and North High look to be the 
early predictions to finish strong come the 
end of the season, but if South and Torrance 
have anything to say about it, they won’t be 
going down without a fight. •

Wheelin’ 
and Dealin’ 

By Adam Serrao
They stayed quiet for the majority of  

the offseason and even into the very begin-
ning of the winter meetings last week in  
San Diego. Then, all at once, as if they had 
been measuring their moves down to the  
T, they jumped. The Los Angeles Dodg-
ers waited until almost the last second and 
then all at once made a flurry of moves that 
overhauled their roster from where it stood 
last season into what it is now. With new 
president of baseball operations Andrew 
Friedman and new GM Farhan Zaidi com-
ing in and taking control of the Dodgers 

player moves and acquisitions, Ned Colletti 
was essentially put on the backburner and 
things have certainly been shaken up a bit. 
This new front office staff and the owners 
of Los Angeles believe, however, that the 
moves that have been made have put the 
Dodgers in a better position to win now 
and in the future. 

The dust settled on this year’s winter meet-
ings and the Dodgers arose as the one team 
that had come out into the clear having made 
the most noise. What’s yet to be determined, 
however, is if the moves that the club made 
will make them into a better team. Dodgers 
president Stan Kasten certainly believes that 
they will. “We feel the steps we’ve taken, and 
those to come, will be extremely productive 
and consistent with our goals.” Kasten and 
the Dodgers goals are to both win now and 
win in the future while allowing no down 
time for a sub-sufficient ball club. Predicting 
how the team’s recent trades and free-agent 
signings will affect the club is not something 
that is easy to do. While Kasten remains 
eternally optimistic, let’s not forget that the 
Dodgers did win the fourth most games in 
the league last year (94). That being so, it 
is hard to immediately say that they will 
certainly be better. 

One thing that is for sure is that com-
ing into this offseason, the Dodgers had a  
certain vision. After going two straight  
years (without a championship) of having 
more than enough offense and lacking on 
the defensive side of the ball, Friedman  
and Zaidi wanted to improve. Allowing 
Hanley Ramirez to walk away and sign  
with the Boston Red Sox was the first step  
in that improvement process on defense.  
Phase two was trading away Dee Gordon. 
While Gordon was a fan favorite, trading 
him to the Florida Marlins made sense 
on multiple levels. For most of his young  
career up to this point, Gordon has been  
a defensive liability. While the young  
shortstop turned second baseman had a 
remarkable first half of last season that got 
him to the All-Star game, even Gordon’s 
offensive statistics slowed drastically in the 
second half of the season. While his speed 
on the bases will certainly be missed (12 
triples, 64 stolen bases last year), Gordon 
wore down a bit in the final months, find-
ing it difficult to get on base and produce 
much like he did in the first half of the year. 
Those who are skeptical of the move need 
only not lose sight of the fact that to this 
point in his career, Gordon has only been 
a difference-making player for only a total 
of two-to-three months.  

Friedman and the Dodgers used the  
winter meetings to first replace Ramirez. 
In walked Jimmy Rollins. While Rol-
lins isn’t tremendous offensively (.243 BA  
last year), he will shore up the shortstop 
position defensively and will be a great 
clubhouse presence. Those bobbled balls  
and miscues from Ramirez to first base are 
now a thing of the past. Howie Kendrick 
was also acquired from the Angels to take 
the place of Gordon at second base. Fried-
man stated his pleasure with that signing. 
“We feel like [Kendrick] fits us really well. 
Right handed bat, tremendous hitter, really 

good defender.” Kendrick may not have the 
speed of Gordon, but he will sure up second 
base defensively, add to an excellent double 
play combo with Rollins, and will most 
likely get on base with more consistency 
than Gordon. Last year with the Angels, 
Kendrick batted .293 with 75 RBI’s and 
.347 on base percentage. 

The last piece of business for the Dodgers 
was to clear up the logjam in the outfield  
a bit. Friedman and Zaidi made quick  
work of that by trading former All-Star 
outfielder Matt Kemp to the San Diego 
Padres. Kemp has long made it known that 
he wants to be a starting center fielder in 
this league. With talents like Yasiel Puig 
and the up-and-coming Joc Pederson, there 
was simply no room left for Kemp in the 
outfield. The Dodgers will still try to get  
rid of Andre Ethier before the season starts  
as well, leaving Pederson to start in center, 
Puig in right field and a platoon of Carl  
Crawford and Scott Van Slyke in left. In 
trading Kemp, the Dodgers got back young 
catcher Yasmani Grandal. Grandal has 
the power to become a home run hitting 
catcher and will add offense behind the plate,  
splitting time with A.J. Ellis. One motto  
that Friedman certainly lives by is that it is 
better to trade a player one year too early 
rather than one year too late. Despite a 
second half resurgence last season, Kemp 
is certainly on the back end of his career. 
With youngsters like Puig, Pederson and 
Van Slyke chomping at the bit, the move 
is not only good for the here and now, but 
also for the future. 

 Without Ramirez and Kemp in the  
middle of the batting order, there is certainly 
some cause for concern on offense. Great 
defense, however, leads to great offense,  
and the Dodgers will certainly not be  
giving away any free runs this year when 
they are not up to bat. Defensive acquisitions 
should allow the Dodgers to be stronger  
and stingier in the playoffs, perhaps paving  
the way for the team to finally reach the  
World Series should they find enough of-
fense. The Dodgers aren’t done dealing yet, 
however. By the start of the season expect 
to have parted ways with Andre Ethier. 
The team will also still need to address the 
bullpen and back end of the starting rotation. 
All in all, the team wasn’t winning when it 
mattered with the guys they traded away. It 
can’t hurt to give a different strategy a go. 
Expect more moves and big things from a 
Dodgers team that is seemingly constantly 
active before the 2015 baseball season gets 
its start. •

“While Kasten remains eternally optimistic, let’s not  
forget that the Dodgers did win the fourth most games  

in the league last year (94). That being so, it is hard to  
immediately say that they will certainly be better.”
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One Man’s Opinion Another Man’s Opinion
Interesting Times Revelations of Torture Are Not Surprising, 

Still Disappointing
By Cristian Vasquez

The recent report by the Senate Intelligence 
Committee into the Central Intelligence Agency’s  
“enhanced” interrogation tactics are definitely 
disappointing but even worse not surprising. 
Sitting in front of a computer makes it easy to  
criticize or rally behind any cause or action by our  
government and other world leaders. However, 
that’s not the purpose of this piece. None of us 
have to be told or reminded that torturing people 
in custody [or using enhanced interrogation 
techniques] is plain wrong. Attacking the people 
involved will probably do little to alleviate the 
situation or end such practices. 

What is disheartening is that there are enough 
people within our national defense agencies 
willing to engage in such acts and lie to keep 
it a secret. I get it: when it comes to national 
security many things must remain classified and 
certain steps are taken to keep the nation safe 
that might disturb average American citizens. 
However, when we as a nation pride ourselves as 
leaders of the free world, when we as a country 
boast about our respect for law and order and 
due process, knowing that at least one of our 
national security agencies torture detainees is 
shameful: it is embarrassing and wrong. 

The argument will be made that I know 
nothing about the dangers that exist and 
threaten American interests abroad and at 
home. That’s right; I don’t know all of the risks 
and vulnerabilities that we would face if we 
did not have these national security agencies 
investigating and acting against any and all 
threats. I do understand that when our troops 

or fellow Americans are arrested or detained 
abroad, that they don’t always receive the most 
humane treatment. However, when we carry 
the title of leaders of the free world and as 
a country with a charitable history to nations 
in need, engaging in acts of torture provides 
mixed messages to our allies and us as citizens. 

How effective can our enhanced interrogation 
methods be if the groups that threaten us know 
we will torture them? With terrorist willing to 
die in their efforts to destroy America, wouldn’t 
knowing that in our custody they will be tortured 
only convince them even more that dying in 
a suicide mission is a better alternative? We 
have had our share of Americans tortured 
abroad when in custody of enemies. Louis 
Zamperini was tortured as a POW in WWII; 
Senator John McCain was tortured as a POW in 
Vietnam and what did that accomplish for our 
enemies? Nothing. Senator McCain spoke from 
the Senate about the report and considered the 
techniques mentioned in the report to have “not 
only failed their purpose -- to secure actionable 
intelligence to prevent further attacks on the 
U.S. and our allies -- but actually damaged our 
security interests, as well as our reputation as 
a force for good in the world.”

 Whether those interrogation methods are 
effective or not, they are wrong. We can’t brag 
about law and order and due process while 
engaging in such inhumane and deplorable acts.  
I love living in a country where we are safe and can  
sleep at night without the fear of random military  
attacks from foreign enemies. However, in many 
instances the ends do not justify the means. •

By Gerry Chong
“May you live in interesting times” – 

purported Chinese curse
Can anyone think of more interesting times 

that border on or cross over into insanity? 
For example, The Freedom of Information 
Act, through Judicial Watch, revealed that the 
government had paid The Baptist Children 
and Family Services $182 million to house for  
just four months, 2,400 children who had 
entered the U.S. illegally from Central America. 
Of that, each child was allocated $75 per day 
for food. $200,000 went to laptops. $160,000 
bought 800 cell phones with international 
calling capability. Each child could call 
home twice a week for a four-month tab of 
$576,000. In just four months we had spent 
over $75,000 for each child! Generosity knows 
no bounds in interesting times.

Interesting Times example Number Two: On 
Thanksgiving eve, when no one was looking, 
President Obama released a list of 3,514 new 
regulations on the Land of the Free.

Interesting Times example Number three: 
Edwin Hill, President of the International 
Brotherhood of electrical workers, said the 
nation could not afford to lose more than 
100 gigawatts of power over 5 years without 
compromising the reliability and safety of the 
nation’s electrical grid. Of that, 72.7 gigwatts 
of electrical generating capacity had already 
been scheduled for retirement. Now the EPA 
will require closing of plants producing 41-49 
gigawatts of power, bringing potential loss 
up to 121 gigawats, more than enough to 
destabilize power in this country. Moreover, 
these closures will cost 52,000 direct and 

permanent jobs along with 100,000 indirectly, 
related jobs. That loss of capacity is sufficient 
to power 44.7 million homes, or every home 
in every state west of the Mississippi. No cost 
is too great for the cause of environmentalism.

Interesting Times example Number Four: 
Traditionally, cities have established land use 
regulations specific to its own unique situation. 
Now President Obama has instituted a new 
rule that threatens a cut off of all federal 
funding to any city that fails to comply 
with Federal guidelines regarding racial mix, 
residential density, and other matters as the 
federal government may advance. The rule, 
entitled Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing 
(AFFH), bypasses the states and exercises 
control over cities directly. If you like your 
city or neighborhood, be sure to check with 
Washington to be sure you’re in compliance.

Interesting Times example Number Five: 
President Obama has proposed the “Fairness 
Doctrine,” placing the internet under government  
control. No one has defined either “fairness,” nor  
identified the arbiter of “fairness.” ‘Nuff said.

Interesting Times example Number Six: Oil 
prices have fallen 40% since July, resulting 
in a national average $0.59 drop in gasoline 
prices. That translates to a $120 annual savings 
for the average family. Most would consider 
that a boon, but according to Energy Secretary 
Steven Chu, the Obama Administration has 
set a target of raising gas prices to $10 per 
gallon to reduce driving and preserving the 
environment at the expense of the economy.  

 And so it goes in an interesting time. If 
it is true that the phrase is a Chinese curse, 
then we are a cursed nation. •
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TerriAnn in Torrance

NOW OPEN 
MAXINE’S CAFÉ  

& GRILLE 

Open Sundays-Thursdays ...................... 11AM to 10PM
Open Fridays.................. ........................ 11AM to 11PM 
Open Saturdays.............. ...................11AM to Midnight
Special Senior Lunch Specials .............Monday – Friday

Appetizers, Salads, Burgers, Sandwiches, 
Pizzas. Made Fresh Daily!

50% OFF 2ND entree
when you buy  
one full-price  
        entree!                                 

24600 Crenshaw Blvd., Torrance
310.326.5120   pvbowl.com

With this ad Monday – Friday 11am – 5pm

STARS & STRIPES
A M E R I C A N  M A D E  C L O T H I N G  S T O R E

COME CHECK US OUT!
GREAT CLOTHING INCLUDING DENIM, 
HATS, BAGS, SHOES AND MORE

1107 Van Ness Ave.Torrance, 
CA  90501 • 310.320-3207

LEE 101 USA, WOOLRICH, SAVE KHAKI, MINNETONKA MOCCASIN, 
PENNY, JAN SPORT, DULUTH, REYN SPOONER, TRETORN, BALL, 
BURTON, STANCE, RAINBOW SANDALS, FILSON, TEVA, NEW YORK 
HAT, PADDY WAX, RICHER & POORER, SCHOTT USA, STRATHTAY
Open Mondays through Saturdays Noon to 6pm

WE CAN SELL YOUR ANTIQUES &  
COLLECTIBLES FOR YOU ON eBay 

 
NOW is the Season to SHARE 

 
Bring any unwrapped gift, gift card or non-

perishable food item to Studio Antiques 
and it will be donated to C.A.S.E. for our 

neighbors who need help this season. 
 
 
 

337 Richmond St  El Segundo  
310-322-3895  9-5:30  studioantiques.com 

Douglass
M O R T U A R Y

“Our Family Serving Yours Since 1954”
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Hanukkah, Oh Chanukah
By TerriAnn Ferren
Photos by TerriAnn Ferren

Hanukkah began on Tuesday, December 16 
and ends on Wednesday, December 24, marking 
eight days of celebration by our Jewish brothers 
and sisters in the South Bay and around the 
world. But what does Hanukkah really mean 
and how do people celebrate today? Most of 
us know Hanukkah marks two miracles. One 
miracle is about the ‘Maccabees,’ the army 
of Jews who fought against the Greek army 
in the second century because they tried to 
force their Hellenistic worldly lifestyle on the 
people of Israel. Although the Jewish army 
was outmanned and outgunned, so to speak, 
they won. The second miracle celebrates 
when the Maccabees again liberated the 
Temple from the Greeks and wanted to light 
the Menorah. Only thing was, there was only 
enough oil for one night – and it took eight 
days to produce new oil. The miracle is that 
the Menorah burned brightly for eight days 
on one day’s oil.  

When I was growing up, I remember our 
neighbors down the street, the Goldhammers, 
would celebrate Hanukkah, but I never thought 
much about it. I played with dreidels (Yid-
dish for spinning top) and knew my Jewish 
neighbors didn’t put up a Christmas tree, 
but that was all I knew. One Christmas, my 
mom put blue lights in our front window to 
decorate - only to find out she had made a 
‘Hanukkah bush.’ Later, I learned the 4 letters 
on the dreidel formed the phrase, Nes gadol 
hayah sham, which means, ‘a great miracle 
happened there’.

After realizing I needed an expert, I called 
Temple Menorah and spoke with Jordan, the 
helpful secretary, who referred me to their 
Cantor, Kenneth Jaffe. Meeting with Cantor 
Jaffe was very inspiring and educational. “The 
word ‘cantor’ is actually not a Jewish word. 
It comes from the Latin – to chant. So it is 
a borrowing from the Latin which means a 
person who is a singer. The Catholic Church 
has a cantor too. It means someone who leads 
the service in melody…someone who leads 
liturgy,” said Ken. 

Cantor Ken lives with his wife Deanna and 
their 5 year old daughter Grace in the South 
Bay, having moved to California about 12 
years ago from New York. Ken grew up in 
Connecticut, graduated from Oberlin College 
of Arts and Sciences Conservatory of Music, 
and became an opera singer. His music teacher 
was also a cantor and Ken was recruited to 
sing backup for some very fine cantors in New 
York City. In his mid 20s he was exposed to 
this amazingly beautiful music that moved him. 
The Hebrew word for cantor is ‘hazan’ – like 
the ‘j’ in Spanish kind of has that sound. It 
is a guttural sort of sound. Like Hanukkah. 
“I once - as a silly exercise tried to spell out 
all the possible ways of spelling Hanukkah 
and I think I came up with 17,” said Ken.

Cantor Ken not only works at Temple Me-
norah but also at a congregation in Downey 
and told me “…When I am up there singing 
it is not about me. When I go back to the 
opera, I am much more self conscious than 
I used to be.”

Cantor Ken told me when he was young, 
“I grew up in a pretty assimilated family. We 
were members of a reformed congregation. 
We lit candles as a family. A lot of families 

didn’t want to feel different and the neighbors 
– did you ever hear of a ‘Hanukkah bush’?” 
I couldn’t believe it! I told him my mother 
accidentally put one up once. We laughed. 
“We had this little bush and my parents 
thought me and my younger brother would 
want that. And at one point we said, ‘Why are 
we doing the Hanukkah bush, we’re Jewish.’ 
It is also disrespecting those who have their 
own tradition. I learned Hanukkah isn’t that 
big of a holiday in the Jewish religion and 
mostly, has gotten more popular because it is 
celebrated at Christmastime,” he said.

“One thing that is very beautiful the older I’ve 
gotten and has made me love and appreciate 
Hanukkah all the more is celebrating Hanukkah 
as an American, and celebrating Hanukkah as 
a free person. The beauty of the message of 
Hanukkah is about religious freedom and being 
able to celebrate my traditions and yet at the 
same time somebody is celebrating Christmas 
and I can say, ‘Hey, Happy Christmas and I 
hope you have a wonderful time.’ It is not 
just my freedom but other’s freedom,” said 
Ken. I learned Hanukkah is a minor festival 
within the Jewish faith. There are, however 
a few more prayers and a few more readings 
done at the Temple on the holiday. You have 
the ritual lighting of lights for eight days. 
“One thing I have been doing for awhile at 
Downey is I have been doing a latkes table. 
So in my car I have all these fancy things. 
I have olive tapenade and I am going to get 

orange roe and some truffles and things like 
that. They can bring nice, nice jam and things 
like that. It’s the freedom to recast it and have 
fun,” added Ken. 

Ken told me that the Hanukkah celebration 
is really about the family being together and 
Rosh Hashanah and Passover are really the 
big holidays of Judaism. Ken summed up 
Hanukkah saying, “Basically, [Hanukkah] is 
a celebration of freedom and a triumph of 

the spirit over tyranny.”
I learned so much from speaking with 

Cantor Kenneth and decided to ask a few 
others what they plan to do for Hanukkah. 
Hope Witkowsky told me that since she has 
been married, she has celebrated the Festival 
of Lights, where the Jews flee the tyrants and 
she told me, “Don’t let the lights go out.” 
When Hope was a little girl she loved lighting 
the menorah and getting eight gifts. It didn’t 
matter that her gifts were maybe a coloring 
book or a coin. It was a special day. Today, 
Hope keeps the tradition of Hanukkah alive 
with her five grandchildren. All the families 
come over to Hope and her husband Michael’s 
home and the children each bring their own 
menorah and light it. Can you imagine what 
a sight that must be?

Latkes are also a big part of Hope’s cel-
ebration. She told me, “I make latkes and 
they gobble them up. They put applesauce 
on top.” The holiday tradition is kept in the 
Witkowskys’ home, especially since Hope 
made her Bat Mitzvah along with her grand-
daughter a few years ago.

After speaking with Hope I then spoke with 
Brian Sunshine later that day. He told me 
when he was young, “We would do all eight 
nights and get really excited. We would hang 
a few decorations, and light the candles, and 
my parents made us do a Hanukkah dance 
around the house so my mom could sneak off 
and get the gifts. My parents would get us 

eight little gifts – so each night we would get 
a gift. But it wasn’t like today – an iPad – we 
would get little gifts to play with. Then one 
night would be designated for the big holiday 
party - usually a Saturday. My mom would 
have brisket and chicken, potato latkes, the 
whole nine yards.” I asked Brian if his mom 
made potato latkes, traditional because they are 
fried, and he said, “No, my dad did. He was 
known as the ‘latke king’. My poor mother 
would stand and grind them [the potatoes] and 
then he would mix them up and then destroy 
the kitchen. In fact there was so much oil in 
the kitchen you could stop and keep sliding. 
I like sour cream. I have a recipe and if I 
can find the grinder then I can make them. 
It has an attachment that actually liquefies 
the potato. I am not a fan of the ones that 
are like hash browns. It’s like a liquid sauce 
and then you put egg and a little flour, and 
salt and pepper and then fry them up. They 
are potato pancakes.” Brian told me Canter’s, 
Katella Deli, and the Pancake House has po-
tato pancakes. “We would go to my parent’s 
house. We would light the candles here and 
then my mom would have the Hanukkah party. 
We lost her last year,” added Brian.

All the talk about potato pancakes sent 
me on a quest to find some for lunch. After 
calling around, I ended up at the Pancake 
House ordering a big half order from my 
server, Antoinette Delaespriella who told 
me she takes over 50 orders of latkes a day. 
“Everybody comes in for them – with either 
sour cream and applesauce or ketchup and 
hot sauce,” said Antoinette.

After having lunch, let’s just say I was 
very full. At 5 p.m. that evening, I attended 
the formal Menorah lighting ceremony at 
Torrance City Hall. Author and Rabbi Gary 
Spero, (who leads the Matzo Ball Minyan in his 
home), guided the celebration with additional 
comments by Dr. Rini Ghosh, Ph.D, Athia 
Carrim, and Bernadette St. James.

That evening I got home and talked with 
my neighbor Carolyn Weyant, who told me 
she celebrates both Hanukkah and Christmas. 
Her mom was Jewish and her dad wasn’t so 
she did both. “I have my mother’s mother’s 
Menorah – such a treasure – which I use to 
light the Hanukkah candles every year. Mom 
was disowned when she married my dad; her 
parents were Russian Jews and would have no 
part of it. Mom and dad eloped. But finally 
mom’s sister arranged a meeting, all was for-
given, and my mom’s father asked my mom, 
‘Are you happy’ and that was it. They loved 
my dad like a son forever! Oy, I’m getting 
verklempt!” said Carolyn.

What a lovely way to end my Hanukkah 
journey. The light of peace, hope, miracles, 
tradition, sharing, love, unity, and, yes, potato 
pancakes. May this Hanukkah be a joyous 
one and a tradition all of us can celebrate. 
Happy Hanukkah! •

Rabbi Gary Spero, Athia Carrim, Bernadette St. James, and Dr. Rini Ghosh, Ph.D.
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Leadership Torrance Workshops
Leadership Torrance is a community organi-

zation focused on developing effective leaders 
from across the South Bay. Sponsored by the  
Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce, it provides  
opportunities for emerging leaders to take an active  
role towards building a stronger community.

Through a series of nine day-long workshops 
spread over a six-month period, Leadership 
Torrance jumpstarts your understanding of 
the Torrance community and South Bay busi-
ness environment. The workshops feature an 

impressive array of speakers representing the 
South Bay’s power base, as well as access to 
many closed-door areas of our infrastructure. 
You will complete the program with a deeper 
insight into the rich history of the South Bay 
and the current issues facing different sectors 
of the community.

To learn more and to apply, visit  torrance-
chamber.org/leadership-torrance. If you have 
any questions, you can email the leaders 
at  leadershiptorrance2015@gmail.com. 

TPD and TFD Team Up  
for Holiday Toy Drive

Business Briefs    from page 3

The Torrance Police Department is once again 
teaming up with the Torrance Fire Department 
and holding a Holiday Toy Drive for those less 
fortunate. We are looking for new unwrapped 
toys for younger kids and gift cards or sports 
equipment for older kids. All of the toys will be  
given to needy children here in the City of Torrance.  
If you know of a needy family that resides in 
the City of Torrance, they can fill out an ap-
plication at Torrance Fire Station #1, located at 
1701 Crenshaw Blvd or at the Torrance Police 

Department, located at 3300 Civic Center Dr. 
The drop-off boxes will be at the follow-

ing locations until Dec 24:  Torrance Police 
Department front lobby (3300 Civic Center 
Dr); Torrance Fire Station #1 (1701 Crenshaw 
Blvd); Torrance Fire Station #2 (25135 Rob-
inson Way) ; Torrance Fire Station #3 (3535 
182nd St); Torrance Fire Station #4 (5205 Calle 
Mayor ); Torrance Fire Station #5 (3940 Del 
Amo Blvd); Torrance Fire Station #6 (21401 
Del Amo Circle Dr).

dba@heraldpublications.com         public notices           legalnotices@heraldpublications.com

you can fax your filed form to 310-322-2787 the publishing cost is $75 for more detailed information call 310-322-1830 ext. 23 

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2014312599
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as TINA’S NAILS SPA, 321 
RICHMOND ST., EL SEGUNDO, CA 
90245, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): TINA TUYET TRAN, 
4903 W. 129TH ST., HAWTHORNE, 
CA 90250.  This business is being 
conducted by an Individual.  The registrant 
commenced to transact business under 
the fictitious business name listed above 
on: 10/31/2014. Signed: TINA TRAN, 
OWNER. This statement was filed with the 
County Recorder of Los Angeles County 
on OCTOBER 31, 2014. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on OCTOBER 31, 2019. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement must 
be filed prior to OCTOBER 31, 2019. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald Pub. December 4, 11, 
18, 25, 2014      H-1179

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2014333689
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as 1) TTB CORP, 2) TTB, 3) 
TTB TECHNICAL, 4020 PV DRIVE 
NORTH, STE 200, ROLLING HILLS, 
CA 90274, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): TOP TO BOTTOM 
CORPORATION, 4020 PV DRIVE 
NORTH, STE 200, ROLLING HILLS, CA 
90274. This business is being conducted by 
a corporation.  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on: n/a.  
Signed: Top to Bottom Corporation, Robert 
McConnell, President. This statement was 
filed with the County Recorder of Los 
Angeles County on November 21, 2014. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on November 21, 2019. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed prior to November 21, 2019. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald:  December 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2014      H-1180

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2014345641
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as CHALLENGE PLUMBING, 
901 E. REDONDO BLVD., INGLEWOOD, 
CA, 90302, LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): CHALLENGE 
PLUMBING, INC., 901 E. REDONDO 
BLVD., INGLEWOOD, CA, 90302 
This business is being conducted by a 
corporation.  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on: n/a.  
Signed: ALBERT JUAREZ, PRESIDENT. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Recorder of Los Angeles County on 
December 8, 2014. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on December 8, 2019. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed prior to December 8, 2019. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald  Pub.  12/11, 12/18, 
12/25/14 & 1/1/15  
H-1181

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2014346364
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as 1) JIFFY INSURANCE 
SERVICES; 2) AAA INSURANCE 
SERVICES, 13653 INGLEWOOD AVE., 
HAWTHORNE, CA 90250, LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY. Registered Owner(s):  SAYED 
HASAN SHAH, 6035 GRAYWOOD AVE., 
LAKEWOOD, CA 90712.  This business 
is being conducted by an Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name listed above on: 12/08/2014. 
Signed: SAYED H. SHAH, PRESIDENT/
OWNER. This statement was filed with the 
County Recorder of Los Angeles County 
on December 8, 2014. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on December 8, 2019. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed prior to December 8, 2019. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald pub: 12/18, 12/25/14; 
1/1, 1/8/15                           H-1182

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2014350652
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as 1) FLEET VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION SERVICES CORP., 
12016 CARSON ST., HAWAIIAN 
GARDENS, CA 90716, LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY; 2) FLEET VRS, 19100 
VON KARMAN AVE. SUITE 950, 
IRVINE, CA, 92612; 3) FLEET 
VEHICLE REGISTRATION; 4) FLEET 
VEHICLE REGISTRATION SERVICES. 
Registered Owner(s): FLEET VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION SERVICES CORP., 
19100 VON KARMAN AVE. SUITE 950, 
IRVINE, CA, 92612. This business is 
being conducted by a Corporation.  The 
registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name listed 
above on: n/a. Signed: FLEET VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION SERVICES CORP., 
PRESIDENT, Scott Burri This statement 
was filed with the County Recorder of Los 
Angeles County on December 12, 2014. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on December 12, 2019. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed prior to December 12, 2019. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald Pub.  12/18, 12/25/14; 
1/1, 1/8/15   H-1183

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

2014351979
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as FAST MOBILE, 12730 
CRENSHAW BLVD., HAWTHORNE, 
CA, 90250,LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 
Registered Owner(s): 1) ADEL 
Y. HAMAD, 12730 CRENSHAW 
BLVD., HAWTHORNE, CA 90250; 2) 
GIANCARLO SANES, 12730 BRENSHAW 
BLVD., HAWTHORNE, CA 90250.  This 
business is being conducted by a General 
Partnership.  The registrant commenced 
to transact business under the fictitious 
business name listed above on: n/a.  
Signed: ADEL HAMAD, PARTNER. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Recorder of Los Angeles County on 
December 15, 2014. 
NOTICE: This Fictitious Name Statement 
expires on December 15, 2019. A new 
Fictitious Business Name Statement 
must be filed prior to December 15, 2019. 
The filing of this statement does not of 
itself authorize the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name in violation of 
the rights of another under Federal, State, 
or Common Law (See Section 14400 ET 
SEQ., Business and Professions Code).
El Segundo Herald Pub. 12/18, 12/25/14; 
1/1, 1/8/15.    
H-1184

Maxine’s Café & Grille  
Opens Inside PV Bowl

There’s a new foodie venue option inside of 
Palos Verdes Bowl – Maxine’s Café & Grille, 
located at 24600 Crenshaw Blvd.  Serving a 
wide variety of appetizers, sandwiches and 
burgers as well as salads including one called 
“Maxine’s Salad” -- with feta cheese, candied 
pecans, dried cranberries, grapes and apples 
with a honey mustard vinaigrette -- this café 
is now a destination whether you bowl or 
not.  Get 50% off a second entrée when you 
purchase one full priced entrée by clipping 
the ad in this issue of the Torrance Tribune.  

Local Business Owner  
Wins President’s Award

Bob Shanman is the owner of Wild Birds 
Unlimited of Torrance (torrance.wbu.com), a 
local nature specialty store that specializes in 
backyard bird feeding. This past month, the 
City of Rancho Palos Verdes and the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy held the 
Grand Reopening of Abalone Cover Shoreline 
Park. During the celebration, Shanman was 
presented with the Conservancy’s highest 
recognition, the President’s Award.

Shanman’s involvement with the Conser-
vancy began in 1997 when they opened the 
George F. Canyon nature center. For nearly 
15 years, his Wild Birds Unlimited store has 
donated more than $300 worth of bird feeders 
and birdseed and picked up the cost of print-
ing flyers ($1,000/year) for the conservancy’s 
series of monthly walks. Additionally, to 
help educate the public on nature and bird 
watching, he leads a two-hour walk on the 
third Wednesday of each month at the White 
Point Preserve, as well as a similar walk at 
the George F Canyon Preserve on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month.

Bob Shanman received the President’s Award from the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy. Photo credit: Wild Birds 
Unlimited of Torrance.

Women at Work  from page 3
in their own neighborhoods. But these “other 
Heidis” aren’t found just anywhere: Butzine 
is the perfect combination of passion, drive, 
knowledge, and practice. She makes friends 
with business owners, blending the personal 
with the professional in a way that is very 
fulfilling for her while still advancing her goals. 
It might be that she doesn’t have a counterpart 
anywhere. However, Butzine is confident that 
she can find qualified candidates around the 
country who have the same qualities. Her goal 
for the next year is to roll out the platform in 
other locations besides the Redondo Beach area.

When I asked her to give advice to some-
one who is passionate about small business 

and wanted to get involved in the shop-local 
movement, she said that small businesses need 
each other, and that people shouldn’t just try 
to start a “business in a vacuum” online and 
expect it to work without connection to the 
outside world. Be committed, confident, and 
trust in your own abilities. “Not everyone 
will be a fan of yours,” she said, but if you’re 
honest to your ethics, and continue to do the 
right thing, success will come. She also said 
something which I have heard many times 
from successful women – don’t let yourself be 
limited by people around you. “If you’re hon-
est and prove your value, you will shine, and 
there won’t be anything to hold you down.” •

Visit us online: www.heraldpublications.com

Pictured are Charlotte Melsh, Marketing Director of PV Bowl and 
John DiBernardo, Executive Chef of Maxine’s. Photos provided 
by Palos Verdes Bowl.

Maxine’s Café & Grille also has a new seating area for diners which is open for the lunch and dinner crowd.  For more info, go to 
pvbowl.com or call (310) 326-5120. Photos provided by Palos Verdes Bowl.
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Police Reports
Burglary-Auto  12/7/2014 2:29:35 PM  

18300 BLOCK AMIE AVE 
Suspect(s) defeats door lock for entry, 

ransacks and takes property/ remote
Theft  12/7/2014 8:20:00 AM  3700 

BLOCK 244TH ST 
Suspect(s) takes property off of victim’s 

vehicle/ taillights
Burglary-Auto  12/6/2014 10:07:15 PM  

1400 BLOCK MARCELINA AVE 
Suspect(s) enters unlocked vehicle and takes 

property/backpack, cell phone, tablet, camera
Theft  12/7/2014 8:00:00 AM  3600 

BLOCK FASHION WAY 
Suspect(s) takes property from location with-

out permission while there with permission
Auto Theft  12/7/2014 8:00:00 AM  18300 

BLOCK AMIE AVE 
Stolen vehicle: ‘99 Honda CRV
Theft  12/7/2014 6:00:00 AM  3600 

BLOCK 244TH ST 
Suspect(s) takes property off of victim’s 

vehicle/ taillights
Theft  12/7/2014 11:45:00 AM  24600 

BLOCK PARK ST 
Suspect(s) takes property off of victim’s 

vehicle/ taillights
Theft  12/6/2014 6:28:00 PM  3600 BLOCK 

PACIFIC COAST HWY

Suspect orders and consumes food and 
beverage and flees without paying

Burglary-Residential  12/9/2014 10:32:16 
AM  3700 BLOCK 172ND ST 

Suspect(s) enters unlocked garage and 
takes property/welder

Auto Theft  12/6/2014 8:10 AM  200 
BLOCK VIA BUENA VENTURA

Stolen vehicle: ‘07 Ford P/U
Battery-Weapon/Agg  12/6/2014 3:08:25 

AM  2200 BLOCK ARTESIA BLVD 
Suspect punches victim in the head, caus-

ing him to fall to the ground
Burglary-Auto  12/6/2014 1:44:25 AM  

20300 BLOCK HAWTHORNE BLVD
Suspect(s) enters unlocked vehicle and 

takes property/ key ring, keys
Burglary-Commercial  12/6/2014 9:00:00 

AM  2700 BLOCK 235TH ST 
Suspect(s) forces open mailbox and takes 

property/mail
Burglary-Residential  12/5/2014 1:10:00 

PM  5000 BLOCK HALISON ST 
Suspect(s) rings door bell and attempts to 

open front and side doors/ no entry, no loss
Theft  12/5/2014 12:14 AM  2500 BLOCK 

TORRANCE BLVD 
Suspect(s) takes property from newspaper 

rack/ cash

Burglary-Commercial  12/5/2014 10:16:14 
AM  3500 BLOCK PACIFIC COAST HWY

Suspect(s) enters closed business via 
unlocked door, takes property, consumes 
alcoholic beverages and falls asleep inside 
closed business/cash, beer

Auto Theft  12/4/2014 2:45:00 PM  3500 
BLOCK CARSON ST 

Stolen vehicle: ‘98 Honda CRV
Robbery-StrongArm  12/4/2014 1:00:00 

PM  22400 BLOCK HAWTHORNE BLVD
Suspect enters open bank and presents 

demand note before taking loss/ cash
Burglary-Residential  12/4/2014 7:15 AM  

3700 BLOCK 175TH ST 
Suspect(s) enters unlocked pedestrian door 

and takes property from garage/ tile saw, 
jackhammer, drill

Theft  12/3/2014 7:00:00 PM  1000 
BLOCK FELBAR AVE 

Suspect(s) takes property from victim’s 
porch/ delivered parcel

Burglary-Residential  12/3/2014 3:50:00 
PM  3200 BLOCK 180TH ST

Suspect(s) smashes rear sliding glass door 
for entry, ransacks and takes property/jewelry

Theft  12/3/2014 2:41:37 PM  3400 
BLOCK 190TH ST 

Suspect knocks on door, requests to see 

associate who lives there then takes property 
without permission/ watches

Theft  12/5/2014 3:05:00 PM  18300 
BLOCK REGINA AVE 

Suspect(s) takes property from residence 
without permission while there with permis-
sion/ MP3, tablet, tools, golf bag, golf clubs, 
jewelry, key, remote

Burglary-Residential  12/3/2014 5:00:00 
PM  2600 BLOCK 163RD ST 

Suspect(s) cuts screen and attempts to open 
window/ no entry, no loss

Burglary-Auto  12/2/2014 8:40:00 PM  
3500 BLOCK CARSON ST 

Suspect(s) defeats door lock for entry and 
takes property/stereo, vehicle battery

Auto Theft  12/2/2014 7:02 AM  3900 
BLOCK REDONDO BEACH BLVD

Stolen vehicle: ‘96 Honda Civic
Battery-Weapon/Agg  12/2/2014 1:10:00 

AM  1600 BLOCK CABRILLO AVE 
Suspect punches one victim in the face and 

throws a knife, striking the second victim
Auto Theft  12/2/2014 5:43:00 AM  1500 

BLOCK HICKORY AVE 
Stolen vehicle: ‘02 Chevrolet Suburban
Auto Theft  12/1/2014 1:30:00 PM  21800 

BLOCK HAWTHORNE BLVD
Stolen vehicle: ‘04 Ford Mustang •
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Morty is a shy boy who needs a quiet household.

Wowser Schnauzers

Congratulations to Flanagan at his new home.

Happy Tails
Congratulations to our special guy Flanagan.  

He is now living with his new Mom and Dad, 
an 8-year old “mini” sister and a 10-year old 
cat.  We weren’t sure how he was going to 

do with the cat but they get along great!  He 
waited a very long time for the right family 
to come along but it was worth it and we’re 
thrilled that everyone is so happy! •

rescued me they took me to a specialist 
and the vet said the hernia was caused by a 
trauma. He said that he could do the surgery 
but it would be risky, however, without the 
surgery I would have died.   It was pretty 
scary because there was no guarantee that 
I would make it through the operation but I 
didn’t have many options. I had the surgery 
on 11/24/2014 and I’m happy to say that I’m 
perfectly healthy and the vet says I can now 
lead a normal life.  Hence, the name Miracle! 

We are looking for volunteers to help with 
our pet adoption fairs which are held every 
Saturday at the Petco located at 537 N. Pacific 
Coast Highway, Redondo Beach 90277, 
from noon-3:30 p.m.. If you are interested 
in volunteering and can commit to at least 
one Saturday a month, please contact us at 
info@msfr.org.  You can also visit all of our 
Miniature Schnauzers & Friends rescues at 
the adoption fair or check out our website, 
www.msfr.org.  If you have any questions 
about a particular dog’s availability you can 
email us at info@msfr.org.  Schnauzers!  Bet 
you can’t adopt just one!

After reading my story, you’ll know why 
I’m called Miracle because it is truly who I 
am.  I’m also a 2-year old female Miniature 
Schnauzer/ShihTzu mix who was rescued from 
a LA county shelter where I was considered 
a stray. Someone was supposed to adopt 
me but when I was about to be spayed the 
shelter discovered that I had a major medical 
problem and my adopter backed out.  I was 
diagnosed with a “diaphragmatic hernia” 
which means that I had tear in my diaphragm 
and my small intestine had moved into my 
chest cavity.  As a result my heart had moved 
over into a teeny tiny space.   After MSFR 

Miracle is ready for a new life and a new home after a medical scare.

Winnie is a well-behaved girl who needs a good home.

Earl is a 60-lb Catahoula leopard dog who loves to play.

I’m so thankful to be here because it didn’t 
look very promising in the beginning. I’ve 
been through a lot for a tiny, 9.5 pound, gal 
but knowing that there’s a special family out 
there who will love and appreciate my spirit 
helped me make it.  I’m a real sweetie and I 
get along great with everyone and will make 
a wonderful addition to your family.  If you 
are interested in Miracle, please email info@
msfr.org for more information.    

Hi, I’m Morty and I’m a 3-year old 
Schnauzer/Maltese mix.  I’m a cute little 
thing who looks like a tiny, 11 pound, white 
Schnauzer with a natural tail and big dark 
eyes.  I was dumped by my previous over 
the 4th of July weekend at a high kill city 
shelter. Since I‘m kind of shy, I found that 
place overwhelming so I tried to maintain 
a low profile.  That’s probably why I didn’t 
get adopted but I’m out of my shell and 
ready to play a good game of fetch, which 
is my favorite pastime.  I’m not very good 
with children – they play too rough and I’m 
just a bit of a guy. I’m looking for the best 
Christmas present of all – my forever family.  
Could it be you?  If you are interested in 
Morty, please email info@msfr.org for more 
information.

My name is Winnie and I am the perfect 
little lady for you.  I’m a quiet, sweet, female 
Miniature Schnauzer who gets along great 
with other dogs and LOVES people.  I’m 
just a tiny gal, weighing only 10 pounds, 
and at 8-years of age there won’t be any 
growth spurts!  After I was rescued from a 
LA county shelter I was examined by a Vet 
and had a dental done. Twelve teeth had to 

be extracted but I am a healthy, happy and 
loving gal.  I know it’s the season of giving 
and all I want for Christmas is to find my 
forever family and give them love, loyalty 
and companionship.  I’ve been waiting so 
long to find you, won’t you please open your 
heart to me, you won’t regret it.  If you are 
interested in Winnie, please email info@
msfr.org for more information.

If you’ve never seen a male, Catahoula 
Leopard Dog mix pup you must come and 
see me.  My name is Earl and I’m one 
year old.  I weigh about 60 pounds and 
I’m quite a handsome guy. I was rescued 
from a crowded LA County shelter where 
I came in as a stray. Like most large breed 
puppies, I am pounds of play, curiosity, 
energy and affection ... plus a few ounces 
of common sense! I am very intelligent and 
have lots of potential.  I am already crate-
trained, virtually housebroken and I have 
no obnoxious habits (yet).  I have begun a 
basic training program and am ideal for an 
adopter who welcomes the opportunity to 
shape a pup into an adult dog to be proud 
of.  I am a determined youngster who figures 
out what I am supposed to do a lot quicker 
than I actually do it, so my adopter should 
be aware that obedience training is a must.  
That said large-breed puppy experience is 
a big plus. I am an excellent choice for an 
active family; like other working breeds 
Catahoulas are happiest when kept busy.  
If you are interested in Earl, please email 
emread@verizon.net for more information.  
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Support our  
Advertising  

Realtors

They are ready and qualified  
to help with all your  
Real Estate needs.

Roger Hart
310-781-2000

2420 W. Carson St. #120
Torrance, CA 90501

BRE# 00625505

1611 Post Ave. 
Lots of upgrades! 2 bed, 1 bath, 1,048 sq.ft.  
Listed and Sold by Roger Hart

Sold at $610,000 Sold at $ 949,000

1423 & 1425 Amapola Ave.
Gorgeous Spanish 2 on a lot. Front home 3 bed, 2 bath 1,797 sq.ft.
Back home 2 bed, 2 bath 925 sq.ft.  
Sold By Roger Hart

JUST SOLD IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

Kay Grundhaus • 310.890.6407 • kay@homesbykay.comDRE #01344591

Old Torrance 
Classic Craftman 
Totally remodeled 
from top to  
bottom. Ready 
to be someone’s 
dream home.   

(BPT) - The end of a year 
usually means one thing: 
endless resolutions. As you 
bid farewell to the holidays, 
it’s all about what you want 
to change, upgrade and do 
better. Health and well-being 
are always the first things 
that come to mind, but don’t 
overlook your home. In fact, 
sometimes it’s the first place 
to start - from a total over-
haul to the simplest design 
changes. Those major or 
minor design decisions can 
really impact not only how 
you live, but also the health 
and happiness of you, your 
family and your home.

“As we move in to the New 
Year, it’s about embracing 
function but also creating a 
space that’s a strong reflec-
tion of the people who live 
there,” says Nate Berkus, 
renowned decorator, designer 
and artistic advisor to LG 
Studio. “Forget fleeting 
trends - 2015 is all about 
integrating thoughtful elements that have 
a lasting impact,” adds Berkus, who offers 
these tips:

Get orGanized
The first thing, and maybe the most 

important, is to clean the house. Don’t 
underestimate how important that is, and 
what a difference it will make! Next, clean 
up the clutter. Getting rid of all the clutter, 

Countdown to 2015

which has probably been piling up all year, 
will allow a room to really shine again. 
It’s all about editing - throw out what no 
longer works to make room for things that 
are necessary to live well.

HiGH tecH, HiGH toucH
Whether a gourmet chef or a total novice 

in the kitchen, take advantage of all the 
incredible high tech appliances out there. 

I’m obsessed with the LG Studio double 
wall oven, which includes 100 auto-cook 
recipes built in to its one-touch activation 
control system. It makes cooking a cinch 
even for someone like me!

BriGHten your outlook
 If there’s one easy change to make in 

a home, make it the lighting. Maybe it’s a 
pair of vintage lamps from the local flea 
market on the console that just pull the room 
together. Or perhaps it’s a pair of statement 
sconces in the bedroom or a pendant light 
in the entryway. When it comes to design 
tricks, lighting is one of them. It can change 
the whole feel of a room in an instant.

cHanGes tHat last
Maybe 2015 is the year that 

you commit to that renovation. 
If thinking of a full kitchen 
remodel, I say go for it. It’s 
one of the best investments to 
make in the home. Reach for 
things that will feel timeless, 
now and in the future because 
replacing your stove, or wall 
tiles, or flooring the next year 
or even after 10 years, is not 
an option. When it comes to 
the appliances, go for match-
ing stainless steel; they have 
a forever feel that will abso-
lutely up the style factor of 
the kitchen. Every appliance 
in the kitchen needs to be 
very hardworking. So, maybe 
it’s a large-capacity French-
door refrigerator, like the one 
from the LG Studio suite of 
appliances. I particularly love 
the Door-in-Door feature, 
especially for a large family, 
as it has easy access to your 
favorite foods and more room 
for storage.

Be Bold 
 If you’re not able to take on a full kitchen 

renovation this year, don’t worry - it can 
be as simple as layering in some color. 
Adding in a bold accessory is one of the 
easiest ways to change the look and feel of 
a room. I always encourage people to go 
with what they love, and if what you love 
is a gold ottoman, bright purple throw pil-
lows or a dramatic piece of art, then I say 
go for it. Color is such a great way to add 
personality, and accent pieces are the best 
way to make a statement; if by summer it’s 
time for another refresh, those pieces are 
easy enough to change out.  •

Follow Us on Twitter  
@heraldpub


